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POLICY STATEMENT – No. 09-01


WAREHAM TRAFFIC POLICIES
The following are general policy guidelines regarding the adoption of future traffic regulations and are not intended to supersede any applicable general or special law.

1. Periodic Review of Public Ways
The Board of Selectmen shall periodically review the list of public ways in Town.  If it appears from such review that a public way is no longer in use, the Board of Selectmen may avail itself of the process set out in G.L. c.82, §21 to determine whether to discontinue any such public way.

2. Speed Limits

The Board of Selectmen pursuant to the authority conferred by G.L. c.96, §18, may from time to time enact regulations pertaining to speed limits on public ways that start and end within Town.  Prior to the posting of any such speed limit, the Board of Selectmen must submit the proposed regulations and justification to the State Department of Highways (“Department”) and Registrar of Motor Vehicles (“Registrar”).  Upon joint certification by the Department and Registrar that the regulation is in the public interest, and after publication at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in Wareham, the regulation will be effective.  Any signs erected must be as designated by the Department and the Registrar.

3.
Signs
Traffic control signs must comply with the State Department of Highways Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, G.L. c.85, §2.

4.
Exclusion of Truck Traffic from Public Ways
The Board of Selectmen may exercise their authority to regulate the exclusion of heavy commercial vehicles, and any such exclusion must receive the prior approval of the State Department of Highways, G.L. c.85, §2.

5. Parking Regulations
Pursuant to G.L. c.40 §22, the Board of Selectmen may adopt regulations concerning parking, which shall become effective upon publication of a newspaper of general circulation in the Town.
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