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WAREHAM HARBORMASTER DEPARTMENT
54 Marion Road
Wareham, Massachusetts 02571
www.wareham.ma.us

The Squadron Boating Course© “Fundamental Boating Education for the Power and Sail Boater”

The Mattapoisett Power Squadron, sponsored by the Wareham Harbormaster Department will present The Squadron Boating Course®, a course for boaters of all levels, at The Wareham Memorial Town Hall 54 Marion Road (US 6) Wareham, MA beginning on Tuesday 24 March 2009 and continuing for eight weeks.  Course registration will be from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. with the first class starting at 7:00 p.m.

The Boating® course provides instruction and examination for both Federal and Massachusetts laws and regulations and, if required, can include Rhode Island regulations.  Because boating is a family activity, families are encouraged to attend as a group and share a single text. 

This accredited course introduces and instructs the student in the fundamentals of safe boating. The course qualifies for certification in states that require passing a safe boating education course to operate a vessel.  The Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires that any person under the age of 16 pass an approved boating course and a state exam in order to operate a power driven vessel of any horse power in state waters.

Topics covered in the course include:  types of boats; nautical terminology; boat handling under normal conditions, adverse conditions and in emergencies; boating regulations, navigation rules and aids to navigation; piloting and the proper use of both paper and electronic charts; required and recommended equipment; lines and knots; VHF radio usage; and trailer boating. A MapTech® CD ROM of Electronic Charts is included with the course materials.

The $60.00 per student cost covers the text, chart plotter, dividers, CD ROM, a piece of line and all incurred overhead costs.  For family groups taking the course with one supplied text a reduced fee of $20.00 per additional person covers the costs of copies of homework, charts and overhead.  The Squadron Boating Course© serves as a valuable reference book for basic boating after the course is completed. 

Contact Dave True (508) 763 - 5241, Steve Crook (508) 994 - 0119 or Dick Fearing (508) 990-1898 for additional course information.
www.usps.org/localusps/mattapoisett/
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