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TOWN OF WAREHAM

54 Marion Road

WAREHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02571
HARBORMASTER OFFICE TOWN HALL: 508-291-3100 EXT.3186

ONSET PIER DOCKMASTER OFFICE: 508-295-8160 (Seasonal - June thru Labor Day)

STORM PRECAUTIONS

Hurricane season usually lasts from mid-August through October. Besides high winds, you can expect higher than normal tidal conditions, rough seas in protected areas, and a tidal surge of 10’ or greater.

Plan ahead and be prepared. Make storm plans with your boatyard, yacht club or mooring contractor enabling them to do one or more of the following in the event of a storm: haul your vessel, add lines, increase mooring scope, place storm anchors, move your vessel to a more protected area, etc.  Where practical add to the mooring scope by lengthening the pennant line. Be sure to maintain clearance with boats around you. Position all extra fenders to fend off blows.

GET YOUR BOAT OUT OF THE WATER IF AT ALL POSSIBLE:

REMEMBER, BOAT RAMPS WILL BE EXTREMELY BUSY AT THE TIME CLOSE TO THE STORM. Therefore, if you have reached the end of your useful boating season, consider an early haul out.

VESSELS WILL NOT BE PERMITTED TO USE TOWN DOCKING FACILITIES DURING A STORM.

If you can’t haul your vessel:
1. Pump excess water from bilges and drain water tank. 

2. All thru hull fittings equipped with valves, such as heads, holding tank valves, and exhaust over flows should be placed in Closed position.

3. Make sure batteries are charged; pump switches and intakes aren’t jammed and working freely.

4. Secure windows, hatches, seacocks, and fuel lines to engines and cooking appliances. Make your boat as watertight as possible.

5. You should remove from your boat:

a. All Sails, Dodgers, Biminis and Enclosures.

b. Antennas and Electronics.

c. Portable fuel tanks (gas, Propane)

d. All non-permanent equipment (deck chairs, rafts, boxes)

e. Ship’s papers and valuables

ONCE YOUR BOAT IS SECURED, LEAVE. NEVER STAY WITH YOUR BOAT DURING         THE STORM.
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