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Wal Mart Public Hearing Opens





At a joint public hearing of the Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals on January 4, 2011, the public hearing for the Wal Mart relocation to the corner of Cranberry Highway (Route 28) and Tobey Road opened.  





The first hearing consisted of an opening presentation by representatives for Wal Mart who discussed various aspects of the project including stormwater runoff, traffic, site design and architecture.  That was followed by questions from both boards and a brief question and answer session by the public.





The review process for Wal Mart will not be a quick one because the applicant is in the midst of the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act’s review and that process will take several more months to complete.  Additionally, other State permits sought are contingent upon completion of the MEPA review process.  The applicant has yet to file with the Wareham Conservation Commission and has yet to attain a sewer connection permit from the Board of Selectmen.  Clearly, the process has several steps to complete.





Hancock Associates will conduct peer review services of �the project on behalf of the Town and an additional traffic consultant will be hired as well.  The continued public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, February 15, 2011 at �7:00 p.m. in the Lower Cafeteria of Town Hall.





Signs, Signs….Everywhere Signs!!





The Planning Department is at the forefront of forming a task force to review and amend the town’s Sign By-Law.  The upcoming reconstruction of Route 6/28 by MassHighway will impact signage for multiple businesses and it is important for the Town to have a By-Law that is prepared for it.





The task force will likely consist of the Director of Inspectional Services, the Town Planner, the CEDA Director, the Director of Municipal Maintenance, and a representative each from the Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Board of Selectmen.
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Recent Approvals				                        Fees Collected (Nov. 2010 – Jan 2011) 





Planning Board					                Planning Board		           $4,778.00


Site Plan Review- 237 Sandwich Rd.


SPR/Special Permit – Rosebrook Solar Field





Zoning Board of Appeals					     Zoning Board of Appeals         $17,477.04 


Met Tower - South Coast Hospital, 44 Church Ave.   	          


Sign Variances – Rosebrook Medical Group


Special Permit/Variance – 22 Fourth St.�Special Permit,Variance – 96 Glen Charlie Rd.�Special Permit – Cape Cod Choppers, 2554 Cranberry Highway





Conservation Commission			                           Conservation Commission       $1,687.50


Notice of Intent – House Construction�Notice of Intent – Pier Construction


Notice of Intent – Garage Construction


Notice of Intent – Rosebrook Solar Field


Notice of Intent – Commercial Building


Notice of Intent – Coastal Erosion Seawall Repair�


					





Land Donations, Anyone?





David Pichette, for a new Land Donation Review Task Force to establish a protocol for processing and reviewing land donation requests offered to the Town.  The task Conservation Administrator, is leading the way force consists of David, the Town Planner, the Town Administrator, the Town Treasurer, the Town Assessor, the Town Accountant and the Director of Municipal Maintenance.





The task force will review the land to be donated to determine any environmental concerns such as contamination, establish the value of the land, determine whether any taxes are owed, identify potential uses for the land and make a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen regarding acceptance or denial.





The task force will meet on an “as-needed” basis.
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The Answer is Blowing in the Wind





The public hearing for the Bog Wind project continues before the Zoning Board of Appeals. At the last public hearing held on Wednesday, November 10, 2010 a presentation was given by the neighborhood group near Eagle Holt Bog.





Tech Environmental, Inc. of Waltham, MA has been selected to conduct peer services on behalf of the Board of Appeals.  They have extensive experience working on behalf of municipalities as well as private firms and have worked throughout New England, the east coats, the Midwest and eastern Canada and come highly recommended.





At the meeting on February 9, 2011, the Board will determine the next public hearing date for the project.





Planning Board





George Barrett, Chair


Michael Baptiste, Vice Chair


Alan Slavin, Clerk


Mary Morley


Charlie Klueber


Mike Fitxgerald, Assoc. Member�Walter Cruz, Sr., BOS Liaison





Zoning Board of Appeals





Ken Ferreira, Chair


Michael Martin, Vice Chair


Mary Scarsciotti, Clerk


David Sharkey


Richard Secher


Wilma Engerman, Assoc. Member





Conservation Commission





John Connolly, Chair


Sandy Slavin, Vice Chair


Kenneth Baptiste


Louis C. Caron, Jr.


Douglas Westgate


Mark Carboni�Donald Rogers


Brenda Eckstrom, BOS Liaison
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Nitrogen Loading By-Law Task Force





The Town Planner and Conservation Administrator are also members of the Nitrogen Loading By-Law Task Force, whose goal it is to develop a By-Law for the Town to regulate the amount of nitrogen that gets added to the environment in the future.  The Task Force is also comprised of the Board of Health Director, the Director of Inspectional Services, the Director of the Wastewater Treatment Facility, several area engineers, several members of the Clean Water Committee and a member of the Planning Board.  Staff from the Coalition for Buzzard’s Bay act as mediators for the sessions and several have been held to date.








