TAX SAVINGS
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GENERAL
INFORMATION ON..,

ASSESSORS

Assessors are elected or appointed locally in Massachusetts cities ond
fowns. Assessors are required by Massachusetts Siate Low to list and
value all real end personal property. The valuations are subjed to ad
valorem toxation on the nssessment rofl each year. The “ed valorem”
hasis for taxation means that all property should be taxed “according
1o value”, which is the definition of ad valorem. Assessed values in
Muassachusetts are bosed on “full and fair cash valve”, or 100 percent
of fair market volve.

Assessors are required to submit these volues to the State Department
of revenue for certification every three years. 1n the years between
certification, Assessors must also maintain the values. The Assessors
review soles and the market every yeor and thereby reassess values
each yenr. This is done so that the property taxpayer pays his or her
fair shere of the cost of local government, in proportion to the emount
of meney the properly is worth, on a yearly basis rather thon every
three years.

Assessors do not raise or fower taxes. They do not make the lows
which affect property owners. Assessors are required to annually
assess taxes in an amount sufficient to cover the State ond Local
oppreprigtions chargeable to the cy/fown.

The fecal Assessor’s Office has nothing to do with the 1otal amount of
taxes collected. The Assessor's primary responsibility is 1o find the
“full end fair cash value” of your property so that the laxpayer may
pay only his/her fair share of foxes.

For information regarding assessments please tontact the locol Board
of Assessors.  Additional information and/er questions may also be
obtained from the State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge St.,
Boston, MA 02204, {617-727-3100).

ABATEMENTS

Eech year, property owners around the Commonwealih are required to
pay laxes assessed by the locol board of assessors. These toxes ore
based on the “full ond fuir cash value” of the properiy. All jaxpayers
have the sight fo file for an ehatement of their faxes if they believe
the properly has not been fairly assessed. Information regarding
applications and deadlines to file for abatements is available ot the
local Assessor's Office.

{over)

EXEMPTIONS

An exemption releases and individual from the requirement 1o pay all
or a fraction of their property tax obligutions. Exemplions are
availoble to those individuals that meet the various requirements in
the following cotegories:

o Flderly » Disabled Veteran
* Blind * Widows and/or Widowers
o Minor Children of  (Orphaned Minor Child

Decensed Police
and Firefighters killed
in the line of duty

Applications for tax exemptions can be obtdined from the locol 1ax
assessor’s office.

DEADLINES

Applications for shatements are due on or before the due date for
payment of the first actual hill.

Applications for personal exempfion are due on December 15 or within
3 months of the mailing date of the first actual fax bill, if mailed after
September 15. .

APPEALS

If you are not satisfied with the action taken by the local Board of
Assessors office regarding your request for chatement and/or
exemption, you have the right o appeal to the State Appellate Tox
Board, 100 Cambridge Streei, Boston, MA 02204. H you have any
questions or would like fo request an application of appeal, you may
also call the Appellate Tax Board at (617) 727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachuseits Assoriotion of Assessing Officers
243 Water Street, Quincy, MA 02169 » {417) 376-1171



TAX SAVINGS
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SURVIVING SPOUSE
AND MINOR
CHILDREN OF POLICE
OR FIREFIGHTER
PERSONAL
EXEMPTIONS

CLAUSES 42 AND 43

WHAT IS PERSONAL EXEMPTION CLAUSE 42?

Personal exemption dause 47 is q release from the obligation to poy
real estate fax on a domicile. There are no income restrictions or total
asset limitations on this exempfion.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

The surviving spouse of a police officer or firefighter kitled in the line
of duty is eliible for this exemption provided that the reaf estate is
owned and occupied by the surviving spouse.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Applications must be filed annvally with the local assessor's office in
the applicant’s city/town within three months ofter the actual bills are
moiled.

(over}

CAN THE DECISION BE APPEALED?

If the application is denied an appeal can be filed with the State
Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge 1., Boston, MA 02204, or call
{617) 727-3100.

WHAT IS PERSONAL EXEMPTION CLAUSE 432

Persona! exemplion clause 43 is o release from the obligation fo pay
real estate fax. There are no income resfrictions or total asset
limitotions.

WHO [S ELIGIBLE?

Surviving children, including odopted children of a police officer o
firefighter killed in the line of duty are eligible provided that the real
estate is owned and occupied by the children os the principal place of
residence.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Applications must be filed annually with the local assessor's office in
the applicant’s city or town three months after the actual bills are
mailed.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

If the application for exempfion is denied, the opplicant may file for
an appeal with the State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge 5.,
Boston, MA 02204 or call (617)727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers
243 Water Street, Quincy, MA 02169 = (617} 376-1171
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ELDERLY TAX
DEFERRALS

CLAUSE 41A

WHAT IS A TAX DEFERRAL?

A tox deferral permits one fo defer payment on property faxes. As
opposed to an exemption, these deferred taxes must eventually be poid.

Under Clause 414, one enters info an agreement with the local
assessor to defer poyment of alf or puri of the faxes plus 8% interest
until that inferest reaches 50% of the property value.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Applicants must be 65 years or older by fuly T of the year in which
the application is made, solely own the property on which the faxes
are being deferred, be joint owners with a spouse or own properiy

jointly with another person(s).

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?

* Applicants must have owned and occupied any rea] estate
praperty in Massachusetts for 5 years.

* Must have resided in Mossachusetts for
the preceding 10 years.

* Income which does noi exceed $20,000 in the calendar year
preceding the yeor of application

Please nofe: A communily may adopt o higher maximum qualifying
income that shall not exceed $40,000.

{over)

HOW DOES ONE APPLY FOR A TAX DEFERRAL?

Contact the local Board of Assessors for an opplication. Clouse 41 can be
used in conjunction with an exemptian for which an individual qualifies.

Applications under Clause 41A must be filed with the local Board of
Assessors on or before December 15 each year.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

If the application for tax deferral is denied, the applicant may oppeal
in writing fo the Stote Appellate Tax Boatd, 100 Combridge Street,
Boston, MA 02204 or calf (637) 727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachusetts Associafion of Assessing Officers
243 Water Street, Quincy, MA 02169 = (617) 376-1171
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ELDERLY
TAX EXEMPTIONS

CLAUSES 17, 17C, 17C1/2 AND 17D

WHAT ARE TAX EXEMPTION
CLAUSES 17, 17C, 17C1 /2 and 17D?

A tax exemplion releases an individual from the requirement to pay ll
or a fraction of the laxes assessed on his/her personal or real property.

There ere no income limitatians for tax exemptions filed under Clause 17.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

(lause 17 exemptions are available to older citizens, widows and
widowers and to qualified minors who have a deceased parent.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?

* Applicant must be 70 years or older as of July T of the tax year
for which the exemption is being sought. Also applicant musi
have owned nnd occupied the property in Massachusetts for no
less than ten yeors {davse 17, 17C, and 17€1/2) or ne less
than 5 yeors (dause 17D).

» Surviving spouse or a minor who hos o deceased parent that
presently owns and occupies the property which is heing ossessed.

{lause 17, 17C, 17C1/2 ond 17D hove real estute and personal
property iox requirements. Confact your local assessor’s office for
information on the condifions that apply.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Contoct the local Boord of Assessors for an application form. One
must epply each yeor for an exemption. Generally, an applicont can
receive only one exemption, so submit the application for the
exemption which will provide the greatest benefit.

Application under Clause 17, 17C, 1701/2 and 17D must be filed with
the local Boord of Assessors on or before December 15 of each year.

I the property tax bill is mailed after September 15, applicotions may
be filed within three months from the date the bitl was first mailed.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

if the application is denied, applicont may oppeal in writing to the
State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Combridge St., Boston, MA 02204, or
call (617) 727-3100.

{over}

CLAUSES 41, 41B AND 41C

WHAT ARE TAX EXEMPTION
CLAUSES 41, 41B and 41Q?

A tax exemption releases an individual from the requirement fo pay
all or o fraction of the taxes assessed on his/her personal or real
property. (lause 41 is geared toward elderly persons. It provides the
greatest benefit, a deduction of $500 from the year's tax bill. Clavse
41B or 41C exemptions have broader allowances for total assets and
income,

Individual communities must adopt the legislation thot provides for the
exemption vader Clouse 418 or 41C.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Senior citizen homeowners are eligible for the tax exemption under
Clause 41, 418 or 41C.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?

» Applicant must be 70 years or older before July 1 of the year the
exemption is being filed, as well as own either all or part of the
property that is being assessed.

o Applicant must have owned and occupied any real estate
property in Mossachusetts for five years, indluding the present
property, on July 1in the year of the application.

» Mossachusetts must have been the applicant’s place of domicile
for the preceding 10 years.

* Surviving spouses filing must hove occupied the property for 5
yedrs.

Please Note: In addition to requirements listed ahove, Clause 41, 418,
and 41C have real estate, personal property, and income limitations.
The local assessor's office can provide an individual with further
information regarding the requirements for the exemption dause
being used in the local city or town.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Applications must be filed annually with the local assessor’s office in
the opplicant's ity or town and are dug three months after the mailing
of the actuat bill.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

1f the application is denied, applicant may appeal in writing to the
State Appellate Tox Board, 100 Cambridge St., Boston, MA 02204, or
call (617) 727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachusetts Associnfion of Assessing Officers
243 Water Street, Quincy, MA 021469  (617) 376-1171
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BLIND PERSONS
PERSONAL EXEMFPTION

CLAUSES 37 AND 37A

WHAT ARE PERSONAL EXEMPTION
CLAUSES 37 and 37A?

Personal Exemption Clause 37 releases an individual that is legally
blind from the requirement fo pay all o fraction of the toxes assessed
on property. Clause 37 provides o $437.50 reduction. Clouse 374
provides a $500.00 reduction in tax lability, but individual cities and
towns mus vote fo provide this sum.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Residents of the Commonwealih who are legally blind are eligible for
this exemption. The individual must own and reside in the domicile
heing ossessed.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?
» Declared legally blind as of July 1 of the tax yeor.

* Applicant must be registered with the Mossachusetts Division of
the Blind.

= hpplicant must present a cerificate from Massachuseits Division
of the Blind, or present o letter from his/her doctor stating that
he/she was legally blind o5 of fuly 1 of the tax year.

{over)

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Applications must be filed annvally with the local assessor’s office on
or before December 15. If the tax bill is mailed after September 15,
applications may be filed within three months from the date the bill
was first mailed.

RENEWALS: If the exemption wos granted the preceding year, o
renewal application may be sent. However, it is the individual's
responsibility to ensure that the application is filed annually.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

If the application for exemption is denied, the epplicant may file an
appeal with the State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge St., Boston,
MA 02204, or calt {617) 727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers
243 Water Street, Quincy, MA 02169 « {617) 376-1171
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VETERANS TAX
EXEMPTIONS

CLAUSES 22, 22A, 22B, 22C, 22D,
22E AND PARAFPLEGIC

WHAT IS A TAX EXEMPTION?

Atox exemption releases an individual from the requirement to poy all or
o fraction of the taxes assessed on their personal or real property. Clouse
22,224, 228, 72, 22D ond 22E provide exemplions from $250.00 up to
$950.08 for gualified veterans and their spouses {or surviving spouses).

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Veterans and their spouses (or surviving spouses} are eligible provided
they meet pre-determined qualifications. Please contact your facal
Board of Assessors for eligibility prerequisites.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS?

* Applicant must have been residing in Massachusetis hefore
enlering the service or have lived in the Commonweaith for ot
least 5 years before filing for the exemption.

* The veteran must occupy the property os his or her domicile on
July 1 of the tax yeor.

{over)

ARE PARAPLEGIC VETERANS ELIGIBLE FOR AN
EXEMPTION?

A total exemption is available to poraplegic veterans and their
surviving spouses (who do noi remarry). The veteran must be
certified by the Veteran’s Administration as paraplegic.

HOW DOES ONE APPLY?

Application must be filed onnually with the local assessor’s office in your
ity or town on or before December 15 or three months ufter the actual bil
ore mailed, whichever is later. 1f there are any questions, please contact
the Local Board of Assessors.

CAN A DECISION BE APPEALED?

If the upplication for exemption is denied, the applicant may eppeal in
writing fo the State Appellate Tax Board, 100 Cambridge Sireet,
Boston, MA 02204, or call {617} 727-3100.

Information provided by:

The Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers
243 Water Sireet, Quincy, MA 02169 » (617} 376-1171



