
CPA at 10 years: 

Where have we come? Where are we going?



Coalition Partners



The new Coalition CPA website



Happy 

10th Anniversary 

CPA!

Governor Cellucci Signs the CPA



Status of Adoption: 2002



Status of Adoption: 2006



Status of Adoption: 2008



2010: 148 Communities (42% of the Commonwealth)



• Open Space: More than 
13,300 acres of open 
space protected

• Historic: Over 2,000 
appropriations made to 
restore and preserve 
historic resources

• Housing: Over 4,200 
units constructed

• Recreation: 840  
recreational projects

CPA Achievements



More than $925 million raised

so far for CPA projects

Percentage Spending

Housing: 31%  (25%)*

Open Space: 27%  (34%)*

Historic: 27%  (25%)*

Recreation: 10%    (9%)*

Mixed Use: 4%    (7%)*

*Includes full amount of bonded projects

CPA Achievements



•Text 

Iconic Projects:  Windrush Farm, North Andover



•Text 

Declaration of Independence, Mendon



Town Hall, Needham



89 Oxbow, Wayland



Clipper City Rail Trail, Newburyport



Angino Farm, Newton



• Trust fund matching 

dollars 

• Recreation category

CPA Challenges



Revenue

FY 2002:   $41.3

FY 2003:   $53.8

FY 2004:   $50.5

FY 2005:   $37.4

FY 2006:   $36.1

FY 2007:   $31.9

FY 2008:   $27.0

FY 2009:   $25.2

FY 2010:   $25.6

Distributions

FY 2003:   $17.8

FY 2004:   $27.2

FY 2005:   $31.4

FY 2006:   $46.3

FY 2007:   $58.6

FY 2008:   $68.1

FY 2009:   $54.6

FY 2010:   $31.6 

FY 2011:   $25.9

CPA Trust Fund (millions)



Recreation Category

Open 

Space
Historic Recreation Housing

Acquire Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Create Yes - Yes Yes

Preserve Yes Yes Yes Yes

Support - - - Yes

Rehabilitate    

and/or

Restore

Yes – if 

acquired 

or created 

w/CPA $$

Yes Yes – if 

acquired or 

created 

w/CPA $$

Yes – if 

acquired or 

created 

w/CPA $$



Major Components:

1. Change in deeds fee collection methodology to provide 
an increase in trust fund revenue for communities

If higher match is in place, then…

2. Allow flexibility on local CPA revenue sources (not just 
relying on property tax surcharge)

3. Allow CPA “rehabilitation” projects on existing 
recreational land

Solution: “An Act to Sustain Community Preservation”



Bill filed – January 2011

116 legislative supporters (both parties on board!)

Committee Hearing – April 2011

Favorable Committee Recommendation – June 2011

Awaiting action by House 

Ways & Means Committee

Progress and Next Steps



What is the future of CPA?

1. If bill passes…



What is the future of CPA?

2. If bill doesn’t pass: ‘Plateau Scenario’

3. If bill doesn’t pass: ‘Sine Wave Scenario’

2000

2010

2020

2040?



Time for Questions



For more information:

www.communitypreservation.org

Community Preservation Coalition


