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MINUTES OF MEETING OF WAREHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Date of Meeting:  July 1, 2015 

 

I.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 

II. ROLL CALL 

 

Members Present: Ken Baptiste, Chairman 

   Joe Leggett 

   Sandy Slavin 

   Mark Carboni 

   Jim Smith 

   Elissa Heard, Associate Member 

   Elizabeth Lydon, Associate Member 

   Dave Pichette, Conservation Agent 

 

Member Absent: Donald Rogers 

 

III. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 

 

A.  Approve meeting minutes:  May 20, 2015 

 

 The minutes were not addressed at this meeting. 

 

IV.  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A.  RDA – Rosepoint Improvement Association 

 

The public hearing notice was read into the record. 

 

Present before the Commission: Jerry Braga 

     Steven Curry 

 

A site inspection was made at Rose Point Beach. The applicant is seeking permission to place 

beach sand on two existing beach areas.  The request is to place 12 yards of sand on two beach 

areas, 8-10 yards on one area and 1-2 yards on the second area.  These are existing small beach 

areas in the Rose Point area.  The larger area is at the end of Gordon Street and the smaller area 

at the end of Winter Street.  All work would be done by hand and sand would be placed above 

the high tide line.  Sand would be of a compatible grain size to the existing sand material on the 

beach. This would provide several inches of sand over the subject areas.  Mr. Pichette 

recommended the issuance of a Negative Determination #2 for the work with the condition that a 

sieve analysis be provided to the Commission to show that the proposed material is compatible 

with the existing sand and that no sand be placed below the high tide line. 
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MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to close the public hearing for Rosepoint Improvement 

Association.  Mr. Leggett seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to grant a Negative Determination #2 with the added 

conditions that a sieve analysis be done and that no sand be placed below the high tide line  

for the Rosepoint Improvement Association.  Mr. Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

B. RDA – Wareham Land Trust, Inc., c/o John Browning 

 

The public hearing notice was read into the record. 

 

Present before the Commission: John Browning 

 

A site inspection was made at 230 Blackmore Pond Road.  The project involves the construction 

of a trail head parking area in the buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW). The lot 

would be 19x48’ in size designed to park 5 cars.  The purpose of the parking area is to provide 

trail head parking for Wareham Land Trust conservation land at this location.  The parking area 

will be a gravel surface.  Mr. Pichette stated the work will be 22’ from the edge of a wetland 

which is within the 30’ no activity zone, but can be permitted by the Commission under 

exemption #3 of the By-Law if that is the wish of the Commission. Hay bales would be placed 

between the wetland and the parking area.  If approved, the Commission would grant a Negative 

Determination #3 for the project, referencing the exemption to the 30’ no activity zone. 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to close the public hearing for Wareham Land Trust, Inc.  

Mr. Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to grant a Negative Determination #3 referencing exemption 

#3 in the By-Law for Wareham Land Trust, Inc.  Mr. Smith seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

C.  RDA – Wayne & Christy LaGue 

 

The public hearing notice was read into the record. 

 

Present before the Commission: Wayne LaGue 

 

A site inspection was made at 8 Tarpaulin Way.  The project involves the removal of existing 

vegetation and the planting of trees in the buffer zone to a coastal bank. The applicant proposes 

to remove existing small deciduous oaks and replace them with red cedar trees to create a visual 
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screen.  The work would be done by hand.  8-10 trees would be planted.  No grade changes are 

proposed. Mr. Pichette recommended the issuance of a Negative Determination #3 for the work.                      

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to close the public hearing for Wayne & Christy LaGue. Mr. 

Leggett seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to grant a Negative Determination #3 for Wayne & Christy 

LaGue.  Mr. Leggett seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

 

V. CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

VI. EXTENSION REQUESTS 

 

VII. ENFORCEMENT ORDERS 

 

A.  18 Burgess Point Realty Trust 

 

Present before the Commission: John Thompson 

 

A site inspection was made at 18 Burgess Point Road.   This project is being filed under the 

Town of Wareham Wetlands Protective By-Law only, as there is already a valid superseding 

Order of Conditions under the WPA.  The project involves the construction of a pathway within 

a Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) and in the buffer zone to BVW, within a Coastal Flood 

Zone, on a Coastal Beach.   A 4’ wide path 560' in length is proposed to provide access to the 

beach from Winship Ave. As the path does cross through BVW 1185 sq. ft. of BVW would be 

altered to complete the path. Several wetland replication areas totaling 1201 sq. ft. are proposed.  

The intent is to be able to run golf cart type vehicles over the path to access the beach.  The 

applicant does not propose any surface for the path or any elevated structure to accommodate the 

golf carts.  Root systems of plants would not be removed as part of the path construction.  The 

plan shows a turning area in the existing mowed field area at the coastal end of the path.  The 

applicant is requesting a waiver to do work in the 30’ no activity zone based on the recently 

amended wetland by law.  The amendment states that the Commission shall waive or reduce the 

no activity zone to the extent necessary to provide reasonable shoreline access to disabled 

individuals.   

 

Mr. Pichette recommended the Commission decide whether the waiver information submitted 

qualifies for the waiver exemption.  If they believe that it does, then he recommends the issuance 

of an OOC under the By-law only, with standard conditions, the added conditions for replication 

areas, that the path remain 4’ wide, that root material not be removed from the path area to be 

cleared, and that the only motorized vehicles to be used on the path are golf cart type vehicles. 

The application was approved by the Conservation Commission at the previous hearing. The 
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applicant had begun work prior to the issuance of the Order of Conditions. The applicant was 

served a Cease and Desist Order for work that took place until the Order of Conditions was 

issued. The applicant stated they had received an Order of Conditions from DEP and did not 

know they required an additional Order from the Town.  

 

B. Tom Carbonara – 39 Rose Point Avenue 

 

Present before the Commission: 

 

A site inspection was made at 39 Rose Point Ave.  The is partially an after the fact filing for 

work involving tree removal, landscaping, placement of crushed stone, and the construction of a 

small deck in the buffer zone to a coastal bank and within the riverfront area of the Weweantic 

River.  Also proposed is to pave the driveway area, install fencing, an irrigation system and to 

construct a pier, ramp, and float system.  The driveway which is currently crushed stone is 

proposed to be paved.  No drainage area is provided from this sizable area which pitches toward 

the river.  Mr. Pichette recommended if paving is allowed, the paved area should be reduced and 

that there be a drainage structure designed to handle runoff.  Tree stumps have been removed and 

areas have been loamed and seeded with grass currently growing.  Also proposed is to install 

fencing in two locations.  One section towards the top of the coastal bank and one section 

towards the road end of the house.  Also proposed is to install an irrigation system in the created 

lawn area.  No detail as to the extent or location of this work has been provided.  A 9x16’ deck is 

proposed over an existing concrete patio area of the same size.  Also a 90’ pier, ramp, and float 

system is proposed into the Sippican River.  There is not enough water depth at low tide to 

satisfy the By-Law requirements.  The pier would cross Rose Point Beach Association land.  No 

comments have been received from Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF).  A DEP 

file # has been received.  Mr. Pichette recommended a continuance at this time to receive 

comments from the DMF on the pier, to get a drainage structure for the driveway area, and detail 

on the proposed irrigation system.       

 

VIII. CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE 

 

A.  Dave Hurder – 258 Barker Road 

 

A site inspection was made at 258 Barker Rd.  The project involves the restoration of altered 

bordering vegetated wetland (BVW) and buffer zone areas.  BVW and the 30 foot no activity 

zone were altered at this site by the removal of vegetation, by the placement of stone in the form 

of a ramp area down to the pond and other landscape features.  The project involves the removal 

of the unpermitted features and the replanting and stabilization of disturbed areas and slopes.  

Once the unpermitted features are removed the disturbed areas will be stabilized with a 

combination of jute netting and a planting scheme aimed at returning the altered area to a more 

native plant community similar to what existed prior to the alteration.  Mr. Pichette 

recommended increasing the number of plantings and substituting some of the proposed plants 

for more common and native plants to the area.  He also recommended two additional hay bale 

check dams be installed along the length of the stoned ramp area to be restored and that jute 

netting be used to stabilize slopes to be revegetated.   A DEP file # has been received.  Mr. 

Pichette recommended the issuance of an OOC with standard conditions and the added 
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conditions for additional plantings, the additional hay bale check dams, and jute netting on the 

slopes to be restored and replanted.      

 

MOTION:  A  motion was made and seconded to continue the public hearing for Dave 

Hurder to July 15, 2015. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

B.  Robert Wentworth – 92 Pinehurst Drive 

 

Present before the Board: Deborah Wentworth 

 

This Certificate of Compliance was held at this time and will be reviewed on July 15, 2015.  

 

C. Oscar Langford – 7 Davis Lane 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to grant a Certificate of Compliance for Oscar Langford - 7 

Davis Lane.  Mr. Leggett seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

D. James Stevens – 4 Beaver Path 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to grant a Certificate of Compliance for James Stevens – 4 

Beaver Path with the condition that the current work is to cease until an RDA is approved.  

Mr. Carboni seconded. 

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

IX. ANY OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION 

 

A.  Discussion:  Buzzards Bay Coalition – Wickets Island 

 

Present before the Board: Brenden Annette, Buzzards Bay Coalition 

 

The Buzzards Bay Coalition is interested in acquiring and protecting Wickets Island and Onset 

Bay for conservation purposes and they would like to work with the Commission to achieve this. 

The Coalition submitted a request to the Community Preservation Committee.  

 

Mr. Annette stated the Conservation Commission would need to place a Conservation 

Restriction on the land in order for this to take place.  

 

MOTION: Ms. Slavin moved the Conservation Commission write a letter of support to 

the Community Preservation Commission for the Buzzards Bay Coalition to acquire 

Wickets Island.  Mr. Leggett seconded.  
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VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

MOTION: Ms. Slavin moved the Conservation Commission concurred to hold a 

Conservation Restriction for Wickets Island if it is purchased by the Buzzards Bay 

Coalition and approved at Town Meeting.  Mr. Leggett seconded.  

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

B.  Discussion:  Re-organization 

 

MOTION: Mr. Leggett moved to nominate Mr. Baptiste as Chairman and Ms. Slavin as 

Vice Chair of the ConCom.  Mr. Carboni seconded.  

 

VOTE:  Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

C. Discussion:  Re-appointments 

 

Any re-appointments are being held until the result of John Connolly’s reconsideration is known.  

 

D. Discussion:  Conservation Restriction/Stewardship 

 

E. Discussion:  Bills 

 

F.  Discussion:  Wetland Bylaw 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION:  Ms. Slavin moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 P.M.  Mr. Leggett seconded. 

 

VOTE:   Unanimous (5-0-0) 

 

 

Date signed:  __________________________________________ 

 

Attest:  _______________________________________________ 

 Ken Baptiste, Chairman 

 WAREHAM CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

Date copy sent to Town Clerk:  _______________________________________ 

 


