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Zoning Board of Appeals 
Memorial Town Hall 
54 Marion Road 
Wareham, MA 02571 
 
RE: Special Permit and Variance Application for  

16 Widow’s Cove Lane, Wareham, MA 
 
Dear Board Members, 
 
On behalf of the applicants and property owners, Jeffrey Johnson and Amanda Kut, please find 
enclosed a Special Permit and Variance Application accompanied by supporting design drawing 
entitled “Proposed Site Plan located at 16 Widow’s Cove Lane, Wareham, MA” revised through 
December 6, 2023 (Plan) for your review and approval.  This property is shown as Lot D8 on 
Assessor’s Map 22.  The existing property contains a 2-story, single-family dwelling with 
attached garage built around 1990 according to the Wareham Assessor’s records.  The applicant 
would like to expand the second story over a portion of the existing dwelling as well as construct 
small additions and a new front porch to the front of the dwelling and a few second floor 
balconies across the rear of the dwelling.  A detached shed is also planned to be constructed 
within the front yard of the property.  In accordance with the determination issued by the 
Building Commissioner, a Special Permit would be required for the construction of the additions 
and second floor expansion and a Variance would be required to construct the shed. 
 
Zoning Requirements 
The property is located in the R60 Zoning District, therefore the current setback requirements are 
60 feet front, 20 feet side, and 20 feet rear for a primary structure.  The existing dwelling has a 
front setback that is less than 60 feet and a side setback that is less than 20 feet, therefore, the 
existing dwelling is considered non-conforming.  The proposed additions will be located on the 
property that are no closer to the front property line than the existing dwelling, but will be within 
the 60’ front setback requirement of this zoning district.  Also, the second floor expansion will 
occur over existing house footprint that is within 20 feet of the side setback, but no closer to the 
side property line than the existing dwelling.  Below is a list of the various zoning requirements 
that are applicable to this project. 
 

• In accordance with Article 6, Table 621, the minimum front setback in the R60 Zoning 
District is 60 feet and the minimum side setback is 20 feet.  The existing front setback is 
36.6 feet and the proposed front setback for the nearest work to the front property line is 
50.1 feet.  Also, the proposed second floor expansion will maintain a minimum setback 
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of 10.7 feet from the side property line, which matches the setback for the existing 
structure.  For these reasons, a Special Permit is required.  
 

• In accordance with Article 13, Section 1352, a Special Permit will be required to increase 
the height of a non-conforming structure on the same footprint.  An expanded second 
story is proposed over the existing footprint that currently lacks an adequate side setback. 

 
As outlined in Section 1355 of the Wareham Zoning Bylaws, the Board of Appeals shall find 
that the altered structure will not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the 
existing structure, will not cause undue nuisance or congestion to the neighborhood, nor create 
any new non-conformities.  For the following reasons, we feel that the construction of these 
additions will neither substantially increase the nonconforming nature of the structure, nor be 
substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood. 
 

• The expansion of the second floor will occur over a portion of the existing footprint and 
will match the building height of the existing structure. 

• The proposed expansions to the dwelling will be no closer to the street, nor the side 
property lines, than the existing structure. 

• There will be no increase in traffic or noise to the neighborhood, as this dwelling is 
currently a single-family dwelling and will remain a single-family dwelling.  The typical 
traffic from a single-family dwelling will remain the same.   

 
For the reasons stated above, we would appreciate your favorable vote on a Special Permit for 
the construction of the additions and second floor expansion proposed with this application, 
which is under the purview of this board. 
 
Variance Request 
 
As part of this Variance Application, the applicant would like to construct a 14’ x 14’ shed 
adjacent to a wooded area between the house and the front property line.  Accessory structures 
must maintain a minimum 10’ side setback and 15’ rear setback.  The front setback of an 
accessory structure must not be closer to the front property line than the primary structure.  The 
placement of the proposed shed is 11 feet from the front property line, while the primary 
structure is situated 36.6 feet from the front property line.   
 
As outlined in Section 1470 of the Wareham Zoning Bylaws, the applicant shall demonstrate that 
the literal enforcement of the by-law would involve substantial hardship and that desirable relief 
may be granted without substantial detriment to the public good and without substantial 
derogating from the intent of the bylaw.   
 

• A Variance may be granted when factors relating to soil conditions, shape, or 
topography of such land creates an impracticality or limits the location or positioning of 
a new structure or addition, and that a literal enforcement of the By-law would involve a 
substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner. 
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Jeffrey Johnson and Amanda Kut
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774-272-0713
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