
Clearway Energy Group 
100 California St, Suite 400 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
 

 

clearwayenergygroup.com 

September 22, 2020 
 
Town of Wareham Planning Board 
c/o Mr. Kenneth Buckland, Director of Planning 
Memorial Town Hall  
54 Marion Road 
Wareham, MA 02571 
 
 
Reference:  Request for Minor Modification  
  Large Ground-Mounted Solar Array 
  299 Farm-to-Market Road 
 
Dear Director Buckland and Town of Wareham Planning Board: 
 
Clearway Energy Group (“Clearway”) respectfully submits this project update and a 
request for Minor Modification to the proposed large ground-mounted solar energy 
facility (“Project”) at 299 Farm-to-Market Road in Wareham, Massachusetts on property 
owned by A.D. Makepeace Company (ADM).  This Project received a Site Plan Review 
Approval from the Town Planning Board (“Board”) on March 26, 2019, and is currently in 
late-stage development.   
 
Update: Change in Ownership 
In November 2019, the Project owner (299F2M WHAM8 SOLAR, LLC) underwent a 
change of control from being an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Borrego Solar 
Systems, Inc. (“Borrego”) to an indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Clearway Energy 
Group (“Clearway”), as a result of Clearway’s acquisition of the Project from Borrego. 
 
Clearway and Borrego have created a long-standing partnership in Massachusetts 
whereby Borrego develops and Clearway acquires, finances, constructs, owns and 
operates community solar projects across the state. To date, Clearway owns and 
operates 39 projects in construction and operation comprising over 100 MW in 
Massachusetts that were built under the Clearway/Borrego partnership.  
 
Clearway Energy Group is a full-scope development and operations platform for 
renewable energy. We participate in every stage of the lifecycle of our projects – from 
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origination and development – through construction and financing – to long term 
ownership, management, and operations. Clearway Energy Group is accelerating the 
world’s transformation to a clean energy future. With more than 4.7 gigawatts of wind, 
solar, and energy storage assets in 25 states and a development pipeline across the 
country, we are offsetting the equivalent of nearly 8 million metric tons of carbon 
emissions for our customers.  
 
Clearway is the largest owner of community solar projects in Massachusetts, with over 
155 MW in operation and under construction to date. The Project is part of an eight-
project portfolio (the “Portfolio”) within Wareham and Carver that is a flagship of the 
SMART program for Massachusetts. The Portfolio will bring over $118,000,000 in total 
investment, including over $9,500,000 in investment to upgrade public infrastructure. As 
the long-term owner/operator of the Project and Portfolio, Clearway is eager to leverage 
our extensive experience in this state and work collaboratively with the Town to bring the 
Project safely and responsibly into operation. 

As a result of the new ownership, Clearway requests the Board direct future 
correspondence regarding the Project to the point of contact set forth below:  
 
Anna Chavis 
Project Development Manager 
Anna.chavis@clearwayenergy.com 
609-819-1367 
 
Project Design Update: Minor Modification 
An extensive, one year-long transmission study on the Project conducted by Eversource 
and the Affected System Operators recently concluded in June 2020. With the study 
having now ended, Clearway has initiated the detailed design and engineering stage of 
Project development, which is necessary for the building permit application submittal. As 
part of our detailed design coordination with Eversource, Eversource is requiring the 
Project to implement minor technical changes to the electrical configuration at and 
leading to the Point of Interconnection. The rationale for these minor changes is 
compliance with Eversource’s SMART program metering standards and its 
safety/reliability requirements. These metering requirements—which pertain to the pole 
count and configuration—were not developed and released by Eversource until late 
2019, well after the permit for the Project was approved by the Planning Board.  
 

mailto:Anna.chavis@clearwayenergy.com
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Fortunately, all requisite changes to the pole design can and will occur within the existing 
permitted footprint of the Project. While the original approved Site Plans called for a 
pole-mounted interconnection that consisted of four poles, the enclosed updated Exhibit 
reflects Eversource’s requirements for additional pole-mounted interconnection 
equipment which results in a new total of ten poles. These additional poles function to i) 
hold Eversource solar and storage metering equipment for the SMART program; ii) hold 
equipment for safe disconnects and protection of the solar and storage equipment from 
the grid; iii) allow Eversource to safely access its equipment. The increase in required 
electrical scope does not create any change from the original Impact Statement 
submitted as part of the original Site Plan Review Application.  
 
Request for Approval: Minor Modification  
Enclosed please find an Exhibit depicting the revised interconnection.  
 
Given the minor and unsubstantial nature of the proposed change, pursuant to Section 
1566.9 Item 1 of Article 15 Site Plan Review of the Wareham Zoning Bylaws, we 
respectfully request that the Planning Board issue a Minor Modification to the Site Plan 
Approval for the Project. Given ongoing work with Eversource, we further request that 
the Planning Board acknowledge that should the Project need to implement subsequent 
minor adjustments to detailed design that occur within the existing permitted footprint, 
further review would be limited to submittal of a final Site Plan as the plan of record for 
the Building Permit.  

 
Please do not  hesitate  to  contact  us  with  any  questions  or  comments at 609-819-
1367 or anna.chavis@clearwayenergy.com. 
 
Thank you for your time, 

 
Anna Chavis 
Project Development Manager 
Clearway Energy Group 
 
Enclosure:  Exhibit A: Electrical Site Plan dated August 18, 2020 
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Exhibit A – Electrical Site Plan 
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