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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Chairman’s Report, April 2013 to April 2014 

To the citizens and taxpayers of the Town of Wareham: 

As Chairman of the Board of Selectmen during the above-referenced time frame, it is my pleasure to 
provide this brief report about your Town’s government. 

In April 2013, Patrick Tropeano and Judith Whiteside were elected to the Board of Selectmen.  Both have 
served previously as Wareham Selectmen and bring a wealth of experience to the Board.  The Board thanks 
outgoing Selectman Cara Winslow for her three years of service from April 2010 to April 2013, and hopes 
that she enjoys her return to private life. 

The Board of Selectmen reorganized in April 2013.  I was honored to be chosen Chairman and Alan H. 
Slavin was chosen Clerk. 

The Town entered the spring 2013 Town Meeting with the proposed FY 2014 budget in disarray, due to a 
failure of the Selectmen, Finance Committee and School Committee to arrive at budget allocations 
acceptable to each body in advance of Town Meeting.  To avoid the prospect of passing an unbalanced 
budget that would have put the Town in a very poor position with the Massachusetts Department of 
Revenue, at Town Meeting I moved to table all financial articles to a future date, so that the three bodies 
could hammer out a balanced budget.  The Town Meeting body overwhelmingly passed the motion, 
demonstrating its trust by allowing your leadership the necessary time to complete the difficult process of 
making cuts to services to balance the budget. 

Weeks of hard work by Town Administrator Derek Sullivan and outgoing School Superintendent Barry 
Rabinovich and several joint meetings of the School Committee and Board of Selectmen culminated in 
Town Meeting passing a balanced FY 2014 budget on June 18, 2013.  The budget contained significant cuts 
to the Wareham Free Library, Council on Aging, Municipal Maintenance and Police Departments. 

Budgetary constraints imposed by Proposition 2 ½ continued to be a source of grave concern throughout the 
rest of the fiscal year.  Eventually, after months of discussions and joint meetings of the Board of 
Selectmen, School Committee and Finance Committee during the fall and winter of 2013 into 2014, an 
operational override article for the spring 2014 Town Meeting and attendant 5-year fiscal plan were 
developed by Town Administrator Sullivan and new School Superintendent Kimberly Shaver-Hood.  The 
Board of Selectmen and Finance Committee both voted unanimously to support the override article, which 
passed by a strong majority at Town Meeting.  On June 17, 2014, an override election was held, with the 
proposed override voted down by a more than 2-1 majority.  The Board of Selectmen accepted and 
acknowledged the voters’ choice of fewer services over higher taxes, and continues to seek ways to raise 
revenue outside of property taxation. 

In other business, throughout the year the Board finally commenced a long-promised all-encompassing 
review of its policies and procedures, largely at the prodding of Clerk Alan Slavin.  Policies that no longer 
made sense were jettisoned, while others were updated to make them conform to changed circumstances 
and laws.  New policies passed by the Board included a Remote Attendance Policy, which allowed board, 
commission and committee members away from home to participate in meetings by using electronic devices 
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such as smart phones and iPads.  The Board also voted to offer Special Municipal Employee Exemption 
status to all board, commission and committee members, ending a nearly decade-old bar that prohibited 
those who did any business with the Town from serving on boards, commissions and committees, thus 
depriving the Town of dozens of potential well-qualified civic-minded volunteers. 

At the instigation of Town Administrator Sullivan and Finance Director/Treasurer-Collector John Foster, 
the Town held its first auction of tax-foreclosed properties in years.  The auction raised in excess of a half-
million dollars. 

During the summer of 2013, the Selectmen held a day-long open forum public workshop in conjunction 
with MassHighway regarding plans to rebuild Cranberry Highway along a particularly dangerous stretch 
beginning at Cranberry Plaza to Red Brook Road.  The scene of multiple fatal motor vehicle versus 
pedestrian accidents over the years, this project had been stalled for years because prior Boards could not 
obtain citizen and business consensus about the proposed changes.  Following the workshop, the Board 
voted unanimously to support the project, which is presently anticipated to commence construction in 2017. 

During the year, the Board continued to encourage Town Administrator Sullivan’s efforts to redress labor 
contracts with multiple Town employee unions that had fallen years into arrears.  By the start of FY 2015, 
the Town was contractually current with all but one union, marking significant progress from prior years.  
The Board is especially appreciative of Town Administrator Sullivan and Special Labor Counsel Joe 
Emerson’s efforts in this regard. 

The Board also renewed its Town Counsel services contract with Richard Bowen, Esq.  The Board is 
appreciative that Attorney Bowen has sought no increased compensation from the Town since striking out 
on his own, notwithstanding the excellent service he has provided and his availability at nearly all of the 
Board’s meetings. 

The Board is pleased to have entered into an agreement with the Boys and Girls Club that provided this vital 
organization with a new home at the Ethel Hammond School in Onset.   

Negotiations with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s Rail Division culminated in an 
agreement for a CapeFlyer stop to be built in Wareham Village, next door to the fire station.  Clerk Slavin’s 
work over the years on rail issues was instrumental in bringing this enhancement to Wareham.  The Board 
also continued its effort to secure commuter rail service for the Town, meeting several times with key 
legislators and Transportation Secretary Richard Davey in furtherance of this goal. 

In September 2013, the Board voted unanimously to enter into a three-year contract extension with Town 
Administrator Sullivan, one year after he unexpectedly inherited the job.  The contract represented the 
Board’s confidence in the job that he has done and expects that he will continue to do in improving the 
financial posture of the Town, while simultaneously providing the best level of service possible given the 
Town’s financial constraints. 

At the Annual Town Meeting in April 2014, the Town finally approved a Transfer of Development Rights 
By-Law, after over a decade of prior failures.  Town Meeting also approved a revised Sign By-Law during 
the Fall 2013 Town Meeting.  Both articles were spearheaded by Clerk Slavin, who worked with multiple 
other officials and residents to bring them to fruition. 
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The Board continued to work toward establishing a more fair and equitable sewer rate structure.  Workshop 
meetings were held where the public could attend, ask questions, and provide input, even though Town 
Meeting eventually voted to establish a separate Board of Sewer Commissioners. 

The Annual Town Election on April 1, 2015 saw the re-election of myself and Selectman Judith Whiteside.  
On April 8, 2015, the Board voted to reorganize, naming Clerk Slavin as its new Chairman and Selectman 
Tropeano as Clerk. 

I and the rest of the Board are appreciative of the hard and often thankless work performed by other boards, 
committees and commissions.  We are also very appreciative of the assistance and report it has received 
from all Town employees, as well as the citizens of Wareham.  We thank you for your interest in our 
Town’s affairs, and hope you will remain engaged into the future. 

 

Peter W. Teitelbaum, Esq. 
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B O A R D  O F  S E L E C T M E N  A P P O I N T M E N T S  
 

TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Derek D. Sullivan ....................................... 2015 
 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION OFFICER 
Derek D. Sullivan ....................................... 2015 
 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND 
Sandra Slavin, Chairman ............................ 2015 
Stephen Sooy .............................................. 2016 
Mary Scarsciotti ......................................... 2015 
Donna Bronk (R) ........................................ 2016 
Peter Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison  
 
BEACH & TOURISM COMMITTEE 
Linda Burke ................................................ 2016 
Bruce Hutchins ........................................... 2016 
Mary Bruce ................................................. 2015 
Francis Gay ................................................. 2017 
Peter Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison  
 
BIKE PATH COMMITTEE 
Michael G. Lanford, Chairman .................. 2015 
Dale G. Scott .............................................. 2016 
Eileen Allgor .............................................. 2016 
Luther Howard ........................................... 2017 
Jeff Hathaway ............................................. 2017 
Stephen M. Holmes, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
BOARD OF APPEALS 
Kenneth R. Ferreira, Chairman .................. 2016 
Michael A. Martin ...................................... 2019 
David A. Sharkey ....................................... 2018 
Mary Scarsciotti ......................................... 2017 
Richard Secher ........................................... 2015 
Wilma Engerman, Associate Member ........ 2015 
Stephen Holmes, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
BUZZARDS BAY COMMITTEE 
David Pichette, Planning & Resource Mgmt. 
Dir./Environmental Certifying Officer 
(Delegate) 
 
CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS 
Nancy J. Miller, Chairman ......................... 2016 
Brenda Eckstrom ........................................ 2015 
Deborah Jean Rose ..................................... 2017 
Municipal Maintenance Director (Ex-Officio) 
Judith Whiteside, Selectmen’s Liaison 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Jean Connaughton, Chairman .................... 2015 
Sandra Besse .............................................. 2015 
Rudolph A. Santos, Sr. ............................... 2016 
Robert N. Fichtenmayer ............................. 2015 
Robert Brady .............................................. 2017 
Stephen M. Holmes, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE 
Susan Ricci-Sohn, Chairman ..................... 2016 
Lori C. Benson ........................................... 2017 
Linda Gay................................................... 2017 
Alan Slavin, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
Angela Dunham, Chairman ....................... 2016 
Sherbie Worthen ........................................ 2017 
Sandra Slavin ............................................. 2016 
Nancy Miller .............................................. 2017 
Joe Leggett, Open Space Rep. 
George Barrett, Planning Board Rep.,  
William Lockwood, Housing Rep. 
Peter W. Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
John Connolly, Jr., Chairman .................... 2015 
Kenneth J. Baptiste. ................................... 2017 
Donald J. Rogers ........................................ 2016 
Mark Carboni, ............................................ 2015 
Sandy Slavin, Vice Chairman .................... 2015 
Joseph Leggett ........................................... 2017 
Michael Baptiste, Associate ....................... 2015 
William J. Smith, Associate  ...................... 2015 
Peter Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
CONSTABLES 
Steven P. Coughlin (elected)...................... 2015 
Richard J. Coletti ....................................... 2015 
Charles T. Devlin ....................................... 2015 
Cynthia A. Follis ........................................ 2015 
Gregory S. Kamon ..................................... 2015 
William J. McCusker ................................. 2015 
Robert E. Short........................................... 2015 
Robert A. Tirrell ......................................... 2015 
Herve W. Vandal, Jr................................... 2015 
Michael Diesso........................................... 2015 
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CONSTABLES 
Joel C. Thomas ........................................... 2015 
Thomas A. Zine, Sr. ................................... 2015 
Michael R. Lundholm ................................. 2015 
Ian Daley .................................................... 2015 
Joseph Latimer ........................................... 2015 
Karen A. Blair ............................................ 2015 
Robert J. Deluca ......................................... 2015 
 
COMMISSION ON DISABILITY 
James B. Newman, Jr. ................................ 2017 
 
COUNCIL ON AGING BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
Judith A. McGrath ...................................... 2017 
Barbara Gomes-Beach ................................ 2017 
Eugene Prejsner .......................................... 2018 
Corrine Baker ............................................. 2018 
Stephen M. Holmes, Selectmen’s Liaison 

ELECTION\POLL WORKERS 
PRECINCT 1 

Jack M. Silva, Warden ............................... 2014 
Hazel Tabor, Clerk ..................................... 2014 
Kathleen Clements ..................................... 2014 
Marie Cooney ............................................. 2014 
Kathleen R. Furler ...................................... 2014 
Barbara Giberti ........................................... 2014 
Meagan Lyn Lavoie .................................... 2014 
Christine Roderick ...................................... 2014 
William Rush .............................................. 2014 
 

PRECINCT 2 
Barbara Porter, Warden .............................. 2014 
Joann R. Senna, Deputy Warden ................ 2014 
Marlene DeCoster, Deputy Clerk ............... 2014 
Ramona Barros ........................................... 2014 
Rosemary Carter ......................................... 2014 
Lucille Dardis ............................................. 2014 
Sheila Evans ............................................... 2014 
Mary J. Paulette .......................................... 2014 
Linda Perkoski ............................................ 2014 
Diane M. Wolstencroft ............................... 2014 
 

PRECINCT 3  
Maryluize Gonzales, Warden ..................... 2014 
Margaret Gomes, Deputy Warden .............. 2014 
Billie Sleightholm, Clerk ............................ 2014 
Elizabeth Morrison, Deputy Clerk ............. 2014 
Shelley R. Andrews .................................... 2014 
Geraldine Barros ......................................... 2014 

PRECINCT 3  
Anne Hunter ............................................... 2014 
Lois Letourneau ......................................... 2014 
Mikala T. McCane ..................................... 2014 
Deborah J. Rose ......................................... 2014 
Gertrude Sullivan ....................................... 2014 
 

PRECINCT 4 & 5 
Lorraine Gregoire, Warden ........................ 2014 
Kim McNair, Deputy Warden .................... 2014 
Katherine Britt, Clerk................................. 2014 
Leonora Fernandes, Deputy Clerk ............. 2014 
George Choquette ...................................... 2014 
Wilma Engerman ....................................... 2014 
Mary-Ellen Fielding ................................... 2014 
Theresa A. Gregoire ................................... 2014 
Hannah Gregoire ........................................ 2014 
Meri R. Holden .......................................... 2014 
Barbara Hunter ........................................... 2014 
Diane Lazarus ............................................ 2014 
Deborah L. Pfinister ................................... 2014 
Carol Lynne Rhodes .................................. 2014 
Robert E. Short........................................... 2014 
Nrma White ................................................ 2014 
Patricia Harju-Zimmer ............................... 2014 
 

PRECINCT 6 
Robert Joy, Warden ................................... 2014 
Elizabeth Diliddo, Deputy Warden ............ 2014 
NanC Marshall, Clerk ................................ 2014 
Julianne C. Cummings ............................... 2014 
Pamela Faria............................................... 2014 
Alberta Joy ................................................. 2014 
Carol MacGray ........................................... 2014 
James A. Magnan ....................................... 2014 
Frances Murphy ......................................... 2014 
James B. Newman ...................................... 2014 
Deborah J. Rose ......................................... 2014 
Nancy Schultz ............................................ 2014 
Patricia Sousa ............................................. 2014 
June Woodland........................................... 2014 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Frank DeFelice, Chairman ......................... 2015 
Glen Monteiro ............................................ 2016 
Amy Wiegandt, M.D.................................. 2017 
Catherine Phinney, Associate .................... 2015 
Kenneth Ferreira, Associate ....................... 2015 
Judith Whiteside, Selectmen’s Liaison  
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HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Leonard Boutin ........................................... 2016 
Angela Dunham, Vice Chair ...................... 2015 
Cheryl Knapp, Clerk ................................... 2015 
Alan Slavin & Peter Teitelbaum, Liaisons 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Robert Blair, Chairman .............................. 2015 
Nancy J. Miller ........................................... 2017 
Carolyn McMorrow .................................... 2017 
 
MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION 
Warren Hall, Jr., ......................................... 2017 
Donald Jepson, Chairman ........................... 2016 
William J. Smith ......................................... 2017 
Trenton Blanchard ...................................... 2017 
Garry Buckminster, Liaison 
Patrick Tropeano, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
MINOT FOREST COMMISSION 
Angela Dunham, ......................................... 2015 
Sandra Slavin .............................................. 2018 
Sandra Delvin ............................................. 2016 
Peter W. Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Sandra Slavin, Chairman ............................ 2016 
Donald Hall ................................................ 2017 
Anne I. Campbell ....................................... 2016 
Gregory Donahue ....................................... 2015 
Brian Litchfield, Clerk ............................... 2016 
Joseph Leggett ............................................ 2016 
Trenton Blanchard ...................................... 2017 
Peter W Teitelbaum, Selectmen’s Liaison 
 
RECYCLING COMMITTEE 
Charlene L. Price, Chairman ...................... 2015 
John B. Dixon  ............................................ 2017 
Jennifer Gady ............................................. 2015 
Cory Harunkiewicz ..................................... 2016 
Stephen M. Holmes, Selectmen’s Liaison  
 
RECYCLING CORDINATOR 
Marilyn Russell 
 
REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
Mary Ann Silva, Town Clerk while in office 
 
TOWN COUNSEL 
Richard Bowen,  ......................................... 2015 
 

WAREHAM CULTURAL COUNCIL 
Paul Ciccotelli ............................................ 2015 
Ellen Ugi, Chairman .................................. 2015 
Mary Nyman .............................................. 2015 
Judith McGrath .......................................... 2016 
 
 
D = Deceased   R = Resigned 
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CHARTER APPOINTING AUTHORITY 
 
CAPITAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 
Judith Lauzon  (Town Accountant) 
James Giberti, Citizen-at-large, Chairman 
Sandra Slavin, Citizen-at-large 
David Heard, Finance Committee Rep 
Charles Klueber, Planning Board Rep 
Alan Slavin, Board of Selectmen Liaison 
 
FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Larry McDonald, Chairman ...................2014 
Dominic A. Cammarano, Jr. ..................2015 
Bonnie Jean Cottuli ................................2015 
Thomas Worthen ....................................2017 
Joan Fontes.............................................2016 
Marilyn Jordan .......................................2016 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
David Heard ...........................................2016 
Jeffrey Tufts ...........................................2017 
Jeffrey Langan .......................................2015 
Donna Bronk ..........................................2017 
Stephen Holmes & Alan Slavin, 
Board of Selectmen Liaisons  
 
PLANNING BOARD 
George T. Barrett, Chairman .................2015 
Michael A. Baptiste, Sr. .........................2017 
Charles Klueber .....................................2017 
Michael Fitzgerald .................................2015 
John P.Cronan ........................................2015 
Alan H. Slavin, 
Board of Selectmen Liaison
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN CERTIFICATES 
 

Certificates of Appreciation 
 

Lopes Playground Cleanup 
Alexis Adams 

John Antonino 
Cameron Bancroft 
Timothy Benson 
Amber Borden 

Sharon A.Boyer 
Joshua Childress 
Thorn D’amiano 

Alannah Delahanty 
Patricia DiPasqua 
Robert Drinkwater 
David Easterbrooks 

Pamela Franklin 
Linda Gay 

Michael Gilson 
Cory Harunkiewicz 

Anastasia Isom 
Alanah LaFountain 

Kayla Landry 
Joseph Leggett 

Elizabeth Lindquist 
Pat Long 

Jillian MacDonald 
John Mathar 

Mark Maraccini 
Robin Maraccini 
Taylor Mitchell 

Kalvin Sousa Mote 
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Lopes Playground Cleanup 
James Munson 
Sandra Munson 

Amanda Nee 
Cheyenne Noland 
James Ouellette 
Richard Paulsen 
Matt Singleton 
Sandra Slavin 
Matt Stanton 

Brittney St. Germaine 
Brenda Syders 
Arnold Tavares 

Andrew Thompson 
Chelsea Voight 
Jason White 

Noah B. Young 
 

Certificates of Recognition 
Howard Andersen 
Stephen Baptiste 

Jovina “Winna” Dean 
Ted DuMoulin 
Mark Gifford 

Douglas J. Jacinto 
Peter Metcalf 

Barry Rabinovitch 
Timothy Reilly 
Rudolph Santos 

Lieutenant John Walcek 
 

Proclamations 
Tariq Johnson 
Veterans Day  
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Eagle Scout Certificate 
Timothy Reilly 

 
Spirit of Christmas Award 

Paula & Charles Barros 
Frank & Susan Noonan 
Howard & Claire Smith 

Southcoast Hospital Group 
Wareham Lodge of Elks #1548 

Patricia Wylde 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
TO THE RESIDENTS OF WAREHAM: 

 
As the saying goes, “Time stands still for no man.”  So we see another year having passed.  As Town Clerk I 
have enjoyed sixteen years, and a total of twenty years as a town employee.  I have been fortunate and blessed 
to be able to support the community I have lived in all of my life.   This would be my, including my staff’s 
inspiration to continue to provide accurate, efficient and immediate service under sometimes difficult 
circumstances.   
 
As always, we pause to remember our fellow Americans and brave soldiers stationed so far from home.  We 
also include those brave soldiers lucky enough to be blessed to have returned home.    To our families here in 
Wareham and across the country, who have experienced the loss of a loved one, we keep you in our prayers and 
extend our sympathies. 
 
This is the sixth year of the Town Clerk’s involvement in the Senior Work-Off Program.  Our ladies completed 
their sixty-two and a half hours, and we would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for their loyalty and hard 
work. As was stated last year, these Senior Ladies are and continue to be an asset in making the Town Clerk’s 
Office more efficient in catching up on some of the many smaller task that get pushed to the back burner during 
our busy times.     
 
We always prompt our residents to get into our office to license their dogs in a timely fashion.  Our program 
runs calendar year, not fiscal year, and has done so since 1999. Our licensing period is from January 1st through 
to December 31ST of each year.  We did not have the funds to send out post cards reminding dog owners to 
license their dogs.  However, we always advertise in local newspapers, on our website, and on all census forms, 
which are mailed yearly to all residents.  Licenses are usually available around the second week in December, 
for those early birds interested in beating the rush.  So far this year we have licensed 2,100 dogs for 2014.  We 
recognize and thank our Dog Officer, Cheryl Gorveatt-Dill, as she continues to make a concerted effort to 
encourage dog owners to respect the law, and license their dogs.  Late fees for renewals do not go into effect 
until April 1st (up $10) and June 1st (up $10). However, on August 1st and after, the late fee is a flat $50 for 
renewals on any and all dogs.  New registrations remain $10 for a neutered animal and $13 for unaltered 
animals; and there is no charge for specially qualified dogs, upon receipt of verification from the owner.  All 
animals being licensed must have a valid rabies certificate on file. Seniors who are 70 years or older, with proof 
of age, get one free license per household per year; however, the late fees are still in affect if they license their 
dog after April 1st.  Any resident unable to get into the office, can always license their dog by mailing a copy of 
their rabies certificate, a check or money order payable to the “Town of Wareham” and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope.  We would mail the license back; unfortunately, not the hook, as it is too bulky.  Please call 
our office with any questions or concerns.   
 
Due to budget constraints, we are unable to mail reminders to our business community regarding renewal of 
Business Certificates.  It is required that anyone conducting business in the Town of Wareham should be 
registered with the town; i.e. this would include any corporation and/or partnership.  Business certificates cover 
a period of four years from the time of application.  The fee for the Business Certificate is $50.  Anyone who 
may be conducting a business now should check your business certificate, which would expire this year if you 
first applied in 2010. Take the time to check and make sure your certificate is current.  Business Certificates 
should always be available to any patron and/or customer asking to view same. 
 
We enjoyed a successful year regarding town meetings, beginning in October 2013 and ending with our April 
28, 2014 Annual Spring Town Meeting/Special Town meeting.   Our fall Town Meeting, which was held on 
October 27, 2014, ended on a positive note.  We also successfully navigated our Town election and two state 
elections. 
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After traversing all the town meetings and elections, we then turned our attention and concentration to the other 
demanding and pending matters of the Town Clerk’s Office, i.e. town census; finishing up town meeting 
articles, our part of the town report, getting the street list printed, binding old records; reorganizing our safe; 
continued work on the CVR system; catching up on raffle permits, business certificates and dog licenses. We 
have the new system for birth records, which is now done via the internet between the Hospital and the Clerk’s 
Office.  We are also working on learning a similar system for death records, which went into effect October 1, 
2014.  The Town Clerk, with the change in the open meeting law and the ethics law, is responsible for ensuring 
that the town is compliant.  The Clerk’s Office must track town employees, school employees, and district 
employees regarding notification and testing in regard to open meeting and ethic laws.  
 
With community in mind, we are here to assist with genealogy research, which is constant.  The curiosity 
regarding our past has taken on a life of its own.  On many occasions, we are accessing old records regarding 
births, marriages and deaths, and also spending time researching town meeting and election records with limited 
delay in turn-around time. 
 
Unfortunately, with the continued budget constraints, the Clerk is limited in attending all the Clerk’s 
Conferences.  However, I continue to attend local trainings when sponsored by the Town of Wareham, training 
via the website, and I continue to maintain my memberships with many of the Town Clerk Associations. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to extend a “Thank You” to Donna J. Rhodes, Assistant Town Clerk, 
and Anita L. Mendes, Office Assistant Three, for their immeasurable support and outstanding service to the 
Town of Wareham and our residents.  Finally, one should always give thanks for the Blessings they receive and 
always say “Thank you.”  So a sincere “Thank You” to the folks and voters for their faith and overwhelming 
support during the past sixteen years. 
 
Your Town Clerk’s Office invites your questions or concerns and reminds everyone that we can be reached by 
telephone at 508-291-3140 or by the following methods:  masilva@wareham.ma.us or clerk@wareham.ma.us. 
My assistant can also be reached at drhodes@wareham.ma.us and my secretary at amendes@wareham.ma.us. 
 
Wishing you a successful and prosperous year!! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Ann Silva, Town Clerk 
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S P E C I A L  T O W N  E L E C T I O N  R E S U L T S  
JUNE 17, 2014 

 
QUESTION 1 

BALLOT QUESTION 

   “Shall the Town of Wareham be allowed to assess 
an additional $4.5 million in real estate and personal 
property taxes for the purposes of funding town and 
school operating expenses and capital expenses for 
the fiscal year beginning July First, two thousand 
and fourteen?” 
   
  Yes: 1,332    No: 2,811   Blanks: 0  =  4,143 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Attorney General 
Central Massachusetts Division 
10 Mechanic Street, Suite 301 

Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 
 

(508)792-7600 
(508) 795-1991 fax 
www.mass.gov/ago 

 
October 15, 2013 

 
Mary Ann Silva, Town Clerk 
Town of Wareham 
54 Marion Road 
Wareham, MA 02571 
 
RE:  Wareham Annual Town Meeting of April 22, 2013 - Case # 6894 

Warrant Article #28 (General) 
 
Dear Ms. Silva: 
 
 Article 28 – We approve the amendments to the Wareham by-laws adopted under Article 28 at the April 
22, 2013 Annual Town Meeting.  The Article amends the Town’s general by-laws to add a new Section 15 
pertaining to dogs. 
 
 On October 31, 2012, an Act Further Regulating Animal Control ((“new Animal Control Law”) took 
effect in the Commonwealth.  Among other amendments to G.L. c. 140, §§ 136A – 174E, the new Animal 
Control law defines “dangerous dog,” “nuisance dog,” and a Hearing Authority charged with determining 
whether a dog is a dangerous or nuisance dog and issuing related orders. 
 
 In light of the new Animal Control law, we offer the following comments on Section 15. We also 
suggest that the Town discuss the new Section 15 with Town Counsel to ensure it is  applied in a manner 
consistent with the new Animal Control law.1 
 
 1.   Section I, Definitions. 
 
  a.  Dangerous Dog. 
 
 Section I’s definition of the term “dangerous dog” deviates from the definition contained 
  
1 During our review of the amendments adopted under Article 28 we received correspondence from a citizen urging us to disapprove the 
amendments because they are potentially inconsistent with G.L. c 140, §§ 136A – 174E.  We appreciate this letter as it has assisted us in our review 
of the amendments adopted under Article 28. 
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in G.L. c. 140 § 136A.  The by-law defines “dangerous dog” as follows (with emphasis added): 
 
 1. Any dog that has, without clear provocation, significantly bitten or Attacked a human being  
 resulting in significant physical injury or death. 
 
 2. Any dog that has, without clear provocation, inflicted severe physical Injury or killed any  
 other domestic animal. 
 
 3. Any dog that behaves in a manner a reasonable person would believe poses an unjustified  
 imminent threat of physical injury or death to a person or to a domestic or owned animal.  
 
 4. Any dog owned, kept or harbored currently or in the past for the purpose of dog fighting or  
 any dog trained for fighting. 
 
 5. Any dog that has been deemed dangerous or vicious in any other jurisdiction. 
 
 Whereas G. L. c. 140, § 136A, defines a dangerous dog as follows: 
 

Dangerous dog, a dog that either: (1) without justification, attacks a person or domestic animal causing 
physical injury or death; or (ii) behaves in a manner that a reasonable person would believe poses an 
unjustified imminent threat of physical injury or death to a person or to a domestic or owned animal. 
 

 The Town must ensure that its by-law is applied in a manner consistent with the definition of dangerous 
dog provided in the new Animal Control law (G.L. c. 140, § 136A).  For example, the Town’s by-law has 
included a requirement that in order for a dog to be deemed dangerous the dog must have “significantly bitten” 
or caused “significant physical injury” or inflicted “severe physical injury.”  The Animal Control law only 
requires that a dog cause physical injury, without qualification that it be “significant” or “severe.” 
 
 In addition, only the Wareham Hearing Authority has the authority to determine that a dog is dangerous. 
 The Wareham Hearing Authority cannot base its determination solely on the fact that another jurisdiction has 
deemed a dog dangerous.  We suggest that the Town consult with Town Counsel regarding the criteria for 
determining whether a dog is dangerous and the process for such determination, as provided by G.L. c 140, § 
136A and 157. 
 
  b. At Risk Dog. 
 
 Section 15 provides for a definition of “at risk dog” as follows: 
 
    1. Any dog that, when unprovoked, engages in any behavior that requires a defensive action by  
 a human or other dog to prevent bodily injury. 
 
 
    2. Any dog that, when unprovoked acts in a highly aggressive manner Within a fenced yard or  
 enclosure and appears, in the opinion of the Animal Control Officer, to be able to escape. 
 
   The term “at risk dog” is not a term used or defined in the new Animal Control Law.  The Town’s by-
law appears to rely on this definition of an “at risk dog” to create a new class of dog, separate and apart from a 
dangerous dog or a nuisance dog.  Because G.L. c. 140, § 173, allows the Town to make additional by-laws 
relative to the licensing  and control of animals not inconsistent with the new Animal Control Act, we approve 
this portion of the by-law.  However, the Town must apply this by-law in a manner consistent with the state 
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Animal Control laws pertaining to dangerous dogs to the extent that an “at risk dog” could be considered a 
“dangerous dog.” 
 
  2.     Section III, Dangerous and at Risk Dogs. 
 
 Section III of the by-law provides, with emphasis added: 
 
 1. The determination that a dog is dangerous or at risk under this section Shall be made by the 
 hearing authority.  The hearing authority shall notify the owner in writing of any such determination; 
 such notice shall include information on the hearing and appeal process. 
 
 2. Any confinement or other restrictions imposed by the determination shall 
 remain in effect while a hearing or appeal is pending. 
 
 3. Within ten (10) days after an order by the hearing authority, the owner of a dog may bring a 
 petition in the district court within the judicial district in which the order relative to the dog was issued 
 or where the dog is owned or kept, addressed to the justice of the court, praying that the order be 
 reviewed by the court or a magistrate of the court. 

 
The determination whether a dog is a dangerous dog must be made in accordance with the provisions set 

forth in G.L. c. 140, § 157.  Specifically, upon “a complaint in writing to the hearing authority that a dog owned 
or kept in the…town is a nuisance dog or dangerous dog…the hearing authority shall investigate or cause the 
investigation of the complaint,  including an examination under oath of the complainant at a public hearing to 
determine whether the dog is a nuisance dog or a dangerous dog.” 
 
 It would be inconsistent with G.L. c. 140, § 157 for the hearing authority to make a determination first, 
including imposing orders related to confinement or other restrictions, and then provide the dog’s owner with a 
hearing.  The Town must comply with G.L. c. 140, § 157 when making a determination as to whether a dog is 
dangerous.  Compliance with G. L. c. 140, § 157 requires that the hearing authority first investigate a complaint 
and then hold a public hearing before making a determination and issuing orders.  Moreover, the hearing 
authority’s determination and any subsequent orders must be based upon “credible evidence and testimony 
presented at the public hearing.”  The Town should consult with Town Counsel to ensure that this section of the 
by-law is applied consistent with G.L. c. 140, § 157. 
 
 3. Section V, Restrictions for At Risk Dogs.  
 
 Section V of the by-law authorizes the hearing authority to place restrictions on “at risk” Dogs as 
 follows: 
 
 1. When not under direct control of a controlling person, the dog shall be Contained within a  
 building, vehicle, or secure enclosure. 
 
 2. The dog may only leave Owner’s Property accompanied by a controlling person on a leash of 
 not more than four (4) feet having a minimum tensile strength of three hundred (300) pounds. 
 
 3. With consideration given to recommendations from the Animal Control Officer, the hearing  
 authority may order any or all of the 
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Following: 
  a. Microchip identification; 
  b. Behavior training from a trainer approved by the Animal Control Officer. 
 
 4. After two years of compliance, the dog shall no longer be considered At Risk. 
 
 The Town must apply this section of the buy-law in a manner consistent with the new Animal Control 
law, including Section 157 pertaining to orders that may be issued by the Hearing Authority upon a finding that 
dog is dangerous or a nuisance.  Additionally,  G.L. c. 140, § 157 (c) (iii) requires the leash not to exceed three 
(3) feet in length, not four (4) feet as provided in Section V (2) of the by-law.  The Town should consult with 
Town Counsel regarding the application of this section of the by-law. 
 
 4.   Section X, “Effective Date”. 
 
 Section X provides that “[t]his By-law shall take effect upon approval by the Attorney General.”  In 
accordance with G.L. c. 40, § 32, general by-laws do not take effect until the Posting/publishing requirements of 
G.L. c. 40, § 32 are satisfied.  The Town should consult With Town Counsel as to the effective date of this by-
law. 
 

Note: Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32, neither general nor zoning by-laws take effect unless the town has 
first satisfied the posting/publishing requirements of the statute.  Once this statutory duty is fulfilled, 
(1) general by-laws and amendments take effect on the date that these posting and publishing 
requirements are satisfied unless a later effective date is prescribed in the by-law, and (2) zoning by-
laws and amendments are deemed to have taken effect from the date they were voted by Town 
Meeting, unless a later effective date is prescribed in the by-law. 

 
Very truly yours, 
 
MARTHA COAKLEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Nicole B. Caprioli 
By: Nicole B. Caprioli 
Assistant Attorney General 
Municipal Law Unit 
Ten Mechanic Street, Suite 301 
Worcester, MA  01608 
 (508) 792-7600, ext. 4418  
nicole.caprioli@state.ma.us 
 
cc:  Town Counsel Richard Bowen  
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Attorney General 
Central Massachusetts Division 
10 Mechanic Street, Suite 301 

Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 
(508)792-7600 

(508) 795-1991 fax 
www.mass.gov/ago 

 
July 15, 2014 

 
Mary Ann Silva, Town Clerk 
Town Hall 
54 Marion Road 
Wareham, MA 02571 
 
RE:  Wareham Annual Town Meeting of April 28, 2014 -- Case # 7183 Warrant Articles #22 and 24 
 (Zoning) 
 
Dear Ms. Silva: 
 
 Article 22 and 24 – We approve Articles 22 and 24 from the April 28, 2014, Wareham Annual Town 
Meeting.  Our comments on Article 22 are provided below. 
 
 Article 22 – Article 22 amends the Town by-laws by adding a new Article 18, “Transfer of 
Development Rights,” (“TDR”).  The purpose of the by-law “is to allow development potential from one 
property ( the sending parcel) to be transferred to another property (the receiving parcel)…”  See Section 570.0 
“Purpose.”  Such TDR by-laws are expressly allowed by G.L. c. 40A, § 9.1. 
 
 In our review of Article 22 we received a letter from a citizen opposing the new TDR by-law.  This letter 
has aided our review.  However, the arguments included in the letter do not provide a basis for us to disapprove 
the by-law.  Pursuant to G.L., c. 40, § 32, the Attorney General has a limited power of disapproval with every 
“presumption made in favor of the validity of municipal by-laws.”  Amherst v. Attorney General, 398 Mass. 
793, 796 (1986).  The Attorney General does not review the policy arguments for or against the enactment.  Id. 
At 798- 

_______________________ 
 
1 General Laws Chapter 40A, Section 9, provides in pertinent part as follows: 
 
 “Zoning ordinances or by-laws may provide for special permits authorizing the transfer of development rights of land within or between 
 districts.  These zoning ordinances or by-laws shall include incentives such as increases in density of population, intensity of use, amount 
 of floor space or percentage of lot coverage, that encourage the transfer of development rights in a manner that protect open space, preserve 
 farmland, promote housing for persons of low and moderate income or further other community interests.” 
 
99.  Rather, in order to disapprove any portion of a proposed by-law, the Attorney General must cite an 
inconsistency between the by-law adopted by the Town and the Constitution or laws of the Commonwealth.  Id. 
At 796. 
 
 When reviewing zoning by-laws for consistency with the Constitution or laws of the Commonwealth, 
the Attorney General’s standard of review is equivalent to that of a court. “The proper focus of review of a 
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zoning enactment is whether it violates State law or constitutional provisions, is arbitrary or unreasonable, or is 
substantially unrelated to the public health, safety or general welfare.”  Durand v IDC Bellingham, LLC, 440 
Mass. 45, 57 (2003). Because the adoption of a zoning by-law by the voters at Town Meeting is both the 
exercise of  the Town’s police power and a legislative act, the vote carries a “strong presumption of validity.” 
Id. At 51.  “If the reasonableness of a zoning bylaw is even “fairly debatable, the judgment of the local 
legislative body responsible for the enactment must be sustained.”’  Durand, 440 Mass. at 51 (quoting Crall v 
City of Leominster, 362 Mass. 95, 101 (1972)).  A zoning by-law must be approved unless “the zoning 
regulation is arbitrary and unreasonable, or substantially unrelated to the public health, safety, morals, or 
general welfare.”  Johnson v. Town of Edgartown, 425 Mass. 117, 121 (1997). 
 
 In addition, in determining whether a by-law is inconsistent with the Constitution and Laws of the 
Commonwealth, the Attorney General has available to her the materials which the Town Clerk is required to 
submit pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32: 
 
 a certified copy of such by-law with a request for its approval, a statement clearly explaining the proposed by-law, 
 including maps and plans if necessary, and adequate proof that all the procedural requirements for the adoption of 
 such  by-law have been complied with. 
 
 . General Laws Chapter 40, Section 32, contains no provision for the Attorney General to review the 
minutes from the Town Meeting or other meetings or draft version of the by-law, which were not voted upon at 
Town Meeting.  Thus, we review the text of the amendments adopted under Article 22 as certified and 
submitted by the Town Clerk to be the vote of Town Meeting 
 
 Based on our standard review, and because the TDR by-law is expressly authorized by G.L. c. 40A, § 9, 
we approve Article 22. 
 
Note: Pursuant to G.L. c. 40, § 32, neither general nor zoning by-laws take effect unless the town has 
first satisfied the posting/publishing requirements of the statute.  Once this statutory duty is fulfilled, (1) 
general by-laws and amendments take effect on the date that these posting and publishing requirements 
are satisfied unless a later effective date is prescribed in the by-law, and (2) zoning by-laws and 
amendments are deemed to have taken effect from the date they were voted by Town Meeting, unless a 
later effective date is prescribed in the by-law. 
        
Very truly yours, 
 
MARTHA COAKLEY 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
Kelli E. Gunagan 
By: Kelli E. Gunagan, Assistant Attorney General 
Municipal Law Unit 
Ten Mechanic Street, Suite 301 
Worcester, MA  01608 
(508) 792-7600  
 
cc:  Town Counsel Richard P. Bowen  
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 B I R T H S  
 
THIS IS THE SIXTEENTH YEAR THE TOWN 
CLERK’S OFFICE HAS FOLLOWED THE 
1991 ACTS AND RESOLVES OF  
MASSACHUSETTS, WHICH PROHIBITS 
THE SALE OR DISTRIBUTION OF THE 
NAMES OF CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE 
OF SEVENTEEN.   THE TOTAL NUMBER  
OF BIRTHS FOR THE YEAR WILL BE 
PUBLISHED, NOT NAMES.  THERE  
WERE 237 CHILDREN BORN AT TOBEY  
HOSPITAL BETWEEN JULY 1, 2013 TO 
DECEMBER 31, 2013, AND 234 CHILDREN 
BORN AT TOBEY HOSPITAL BETWEEN 
JANUARY 1, 2014 TO JUNE 30, 2014. 

D E A T H S  
JULY 2013 

07/03 Debra Ann McAfee48 Rochester 
07/05 Ruth W. Pierce 97 Fairhaven 
07/05 Lillian M. Stryker 79 Wareham 
07/05 Kaoru Wada 95  Wareham 
07/05 Keith M. Cannon 83 Wareham 
07/07 Ruth S. Harten 89 Wareham 
07/07 William M. Hunt 48 Wareham 
07/07 Ruth C. Singleton 82 Wareham 
07/08 Laura Camacho 61  New Bedford 
07/10 Micheleen Yenke 69 Wareham 
07/11 George M. Encarnacao 97 Rochester 
07/12 Norma L. DesRoche   65 Middleboro 
07/12 Michaela Hani Taman 11 Wareham 
07/13 George W. Coady 93 Rochester 
07/13 Kathryn E. DeRiggs 64 Bourne 
07/13 Mary Arlene Robbins 92 Wareham 
07/13 Doris E. Bostwick 82 Falmouth 
07/14 James Edward Lacey 56 Rochester 
07/14 Mark Anthony Bruno 44 Middleboro 
07/14 Frances L. Andrade 85 Wareham 
07/15 Jerome K. Silva 68 Wareham 
07/18 Charlotte A. Guinazzo 65 Wareham 
07/20 Joseph Ferreira 83 Wareham 
07/20    Mary Ann Spinola 75  Marion 
07/21 Lanelle M. Kraft 21 Wareham 
07/23 Elmore Simmons, Sr. 73 Wareham 
07/23 Dorothy R. Holden 94 Wareham 
07/25 Richard W. Mannillo 68 Wareham 
07/26 James Arthur Bates 92 Dartmouth 
07/26 Frank A. Krystofolski 93 Wareham 
07/26    Catherine D. Lopes 92 Wareham 
07/26 Ruth B. Hathaway 89 Wareham 
07/29    Gilbert A. Bliss 81 Middleboro 

07/30 Aurora F. Pina 90 Wareham 
07/30 Roland R. Milton 68 Wareham 
 

AUGUST 2013 
08/01 John J. Armstrong 65 Wareham 
08/02 Robert J. Baker 53 Wareham 
08/03 Kimberly B. Abbott 50 Wareham  
08/03 Ronald Swart 74  Wareham 
08/08 Robert F. Blake 65 Wareham 
08/08 William B. McCoy, Jr. 96 Wareham 
08/08 Ann M. Dougherty   85 Wareham 
08/09  Mary Lodi 101 Wareham  
08/10    Sally A. Clancy 71 Wareham 
08/11    Mary Dawn Thayer  60 Wareham  
08/12    Marcus G. Bennett    87 Wareham 
08/14  Steven G. Elliott 21 Stoughton 
08/15  William E. McKinstry 83 Dedham 
08/17 Rose Lopez 91 Wareham 
08/18 June E. McSweeney 81 Wareham 
08/19 Robert E. Robidoux 81 Wareham 
08/20 Brandi C. Cardoza 30 Wareham 
08/20  Carmin Fernandes 92 New Bedford 
08/20 Jeannine R. Masaitis 93 Wareham 
08/21  Mary K. Reidy 92 Wareham 
08/22  John J. Green 70 Wareham 
08/22  Catherine T. Coelho 95 Marion 
08/23  Dominic R. Giampa 91 Wareham 
08/25  Beatrice C. Pina 93  Marion 
08/26  Mary F. Callinan 82 Wareham 
08/28  Henry I. Bowditch 72 Marion 
08/29 Alex F. Andrade 25 Wareham 
08/31 Theodore T. Foster 83 Wareham 
 

SEPTEMBER 2013 
09/01 Raymond F. Empey, Jr.  73 Wareham 
09/01 William J. Ellis 31 Taunton 
09/02 Sebastian P. Carco 76 Wareham 
09/03 David H. Dowling 80 Wareham 
09/04 Lynn E. Mosesso 48 Wareham 
09/05 Edward M. Gaspa  71 Wareham 
09/09 George W. Young 67 Mattapoisett 
09/11 Adrian J. Martin 24 Wareham 
09/12 Daniel H. Schroth  63 Wareham 
09/12 Francis E. Mann  90 Wareham 
09/17 Beverly Ann Rockwood 62 Wareham 
09/19 Loretta N. LaTaille 86 Wareham 
09/19 Brian W. Beers 45 Wareham 
09/19 Gerry Tewksbury  60 Wareham 
09/20 Paula E. Oliver 55 Wareham 
09/21 Nathaniel Slade 94 Bourne 
09/22 John E. Obin    59 Wareham 
09/23 Burton S. Parker 92 Wareham 
09/25 Kenneth r. Burr 70 Wareham 
09/26 Elizabeth A. Heard 94 Wareham 
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09/26    Jeannette Salois 54  Plymouth 
09/26    Margaret K. Roan 88  Wareham 
09/27    Eleanor r. Shaw 92  Wareham 
09/28    John Cunha 91  Wareham 
09/29 Richard A. Tremblay 83  Wareham 
09/29 Joseph R. Smith 37  Wareham 
 

OCTOBER 2013 
10/01    Gertrude L. Gomes 96   Wareham 
10/02 Frederick A. Everett  77 Sandwich 
10/03 Donald Ray Morse 93 Wareham 
10/03 Ann M. Pappi 79 Wareham 
10/04 Howard B. Andersen 58 Wareham 
10/05 Peter E. White  58 Wareham 
10/08    Phyllis F. Pizzano  91 Falmouth 
10/08 David B. Walbridge      51 Rochester 
10/08 Robert H. Taylor 27 Pembroke 
10/09 Mary Jane Vass  81 Wareham 
10/09 Clyde A. DeWolfe   85 Mashpee 
10/10 Nancy Bryant 76 Wareham 
10/10 Lucia C. Davis 75 Marion  
10/10 Scott Andrew Haskell   50 Bourne  
10/10 Mary Ida Poitras   82 Mattapoisett 
10/12 Antone C. Alfonso   84 Carver 
10/12 Warren D. Gomes   48 Wareham 
10/14 Helen M. Neville   93 Wareham 
10/14 John P. Andrade, Sr.   94 Wareham 
10/16 Jeffrey D. Rose, Sr.   50 Wareham 
10/17 Daniel R. Chambers 76 Wareham 
10/17 Gerald A. Meehan, Sr. 81 Fairhaven 
10/18 Doris M. Fisher 83 Wareham 
10/18 William V. Knapton    85 Marion 
10/18 Charles K. Rider, Jr.    83 Marshfield 
10/18 William R. DeLeon    71 Wareham 
10/20 Louise Miriam Cowan  79 Middleboro 
10/20 Victoria A. McKee   61 Wareham 
10/21 Antonio F. Carreiro   80 Wareham 
10/22 Albert Caron 85  New Bedford 
10/22 Beryl Jason Melamed 42 Plymouth 
10/24 Richard E. Buck   71 Marion 
10/25 Christine S. Studer   43 Wareham 
10/28 Gerard E. Flory 84 Wareham 
10/29 Mary F. Semple 78 Wareham 
10/29 Mildred H. Carrigan   87 Wareham 
10/30 Helen M. Lyons 90 Wareham 
10/31 Peter B. Conroy 84 Wareham 
10/31 Ellsworth A. Pearl   82 Middleboro 

 
NOVEMBER 2013 

11/02 Richard Macrina   77 Bourne 
11/05 William E. Giblin     78 Wareham  
11/06 Eugene P. Boliver   77 Wareham 
11/06 Hilda Costa 90 Wareham 
11/06 Henry P. Gomes, Jr.   76 Wareham 

11/07 Marie E. Maxim   91 Wareham 
11/09    George Shamma   69 Duxbury 
11/09 Mary M. Donlon   72 Wareham 
11/11 Joseph M. MacDonald 49 Wareham 
11/13 Arthur J. Schreiner, Jr.   78 Florida  
11/13 Harrison R. Allen, Jr. 70 Brockton 
11/14 Anthony Odoardi 45 Bourne 
11/14 Tony A. Burroughs   60 Wareham 
11/16 Oscar H. Heape                80 Wareham 
11/17 Mary Ann Sullivan   73 Wareham 
11/19 James W. Chetwynd     86 Wareham 
11/20 Helen R. Smith 89 Wareham 
11/21 Richard Q. Armstrong   86 Wareham 
11/22 Betty G. Kelley 88  Wareham 
11/22 Melissa Sanders 38  Wareham 
11/23 Helen F. Knight 84  Wareham 
11/24 Frederick George, Jr.   66 Wareham 
11/24 Constance F. Burr   77 Wareham 
11/24 Tim Mullins 30  Wareham 
11/25 Nicole D. Waidner   35 Bourne 
11/25 Paul C. Bieringer   65 Rochester 
11/27 John Connolly 55  Wareham 
11/28 Harold T. Ireland   45 Wareham 
11/29 Alice Lopes 85  Wareham 
11/29 James W. Pratt 89  Lakeville 
11/30 Timothy John Messier   50 Bourne 
11/30 Cynthia L. Kahrman   55 Wareham 

 
DECEMBER 2013 

12/01 Frances L. Nereo   92 Wareham 
12/03 Paul L. Masaschi   76 Bourne 
12/03 Alan P. Whipple   68 Wareham 
12/04 Robert A. Bognanno      60 Bourne 
12/07 Carol R. Butler           68 Wareham 
12/09 James Quirk Clemmey   77 Wareham 
12/10 Harold L. Wrightington   70 Wareham 
12/10    Edward W. Brosseau    87 Wareham 
12/10 Barrie Stuart 77 Wareham 
12/11 Albert H. Mooney 88 Wareham 
12/12 Ralph C. Zompa   85 Mattapoisett 
12/12 Lawrence Emil Eich  89 Wareham 
12/13 Dorothy Washburn   85 Wareham 
12/16 Willie B. Barber   83 Wareham 
12/17 William G. Brown       75 Bourne 
12/18 Daniel E. Onishuk, Sr.   86 Wareham 
12/18 Joh Helene Caruso 55 Wareham 
12/19 Martha L. Santos   75 Rochester 
12/20 Pauline E. Thomas     85 Marion 
12/20 Nancy C. Angus   83 Wareham 
12/22 Sylvester Hall 47  Wareham 
12/23 Alexandria M. Mohidin   95 Rochester  
12/23 Benjamin Maldonado   75 Wareham 
12/24 Mary J. Pajunen 82 Wareham 
12/24 John Odell Brown   74 Wareham 
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12/25 Paul Joseph Horigan   73  Wareham 
12/26 Ann Cote 87  Marion 
12/26 John J. Pina, Jr. 82  Wareham 
12/27    Janet A. Henderson  77  Bourne 
12/27 James G. Grant, Jr.  68  Wareham 
12/27 Kenneth O. Clarke, Jr.  83  Marion 
12/28 Russell W. Bennett  73  Wareham 
12/29 Ralph G. Hussey  88  Mattapoisett 
12/29 Shirley C. Laine  76  Wareham 
12/29   Lynne Burnell 56  Bourne 
12/29 Christopher Morrison  38  Yarmouth 
12/30  Dorothy A. Sellars  80  Wareham 
12/31  Adelia P. Mendes  87  Wareham 
12/31  Lucien E. Gorton  74  Wareham 
 

JANUARY 2014 
01/01 Steven E. Sabourin 56  Wareham 
01/02 Pamela Faria 65  Wareham 
01/07 Veronica Mae Phillips 69  Wareham 
01/10 Dorothy F. McKay    78  Plymouth 
01/10 Feligenio P. Medeiros 93  Wareham 
01/11 Melissa Barry  35 Carver 
01/12 Joseph L. Oliveira 90  Wareham 
01/12 Anna N. Hemingway 87  Dartmouth 
01/13 Mary E. Miner  89  Wareham 
01/14 Jeremias Simas 89  Wareham 
01/16 Lincoln L. Mann   82  Middleboro 
01/17 Jane E. Gomes 76  Wareham 
01/18 Dennis E. Gomes 53  Wareham 
01/21 Terry E. Piepiora  76  Wareham 
01/22 Patrick Pires 58  Wareham 
01/23 Priscilla L. Newell 90  Wareham 
01/23 Annie C. Muir 93  Wareham 
01/24 Vincent Mazzola 72  Wareham 
01/24 Kathryn J. Yarusites 88  Wareham 
01/26 John H. Ferraguto 92 W. Bridgewater 
01/27 Billie E. Sleightholm 84  Wareham 
01/28 Elizabeth Ferreira          64  Wareham 
01/29 Claire M. Arruda 63  New Bedford 

 
FEBRUARY 2014 

02/01 Donald J. Sylvia 86  Freetown 
02/06 Robert M. Cabral  74  Wareham 
02/06 Clinton W. Rogers 88  Wareham 
02/07 Patricia M. Howard   52  Wareham 
02/07 Ann K. Nolan 93  Wareham 
02/09 Joseph P. Zora, Sr. 88  Marion 
02/11 James W. Harris 82  Wareham 
02/12 Miriam F. Sylvia 85  Wareham 
02/13 Cecile Dubois 87  Rochester 
02/14 Richard D. Carboni   73  Wareham 
02/14 Shawn L. Jenney 43  Wareham 
02/14    Pauline Saunders 82  Barnstable 

02/14 Flora Rita Souto 75  Wareham 
02/16 Lloyd H. Leonard, Jr. 49  Middleboro 
02/18 Ralph Francis Holton 66  Middleboro 
02/22 Everett W. Bassett 84  Wareham 
02/23 Dean R. Melanson 59  Wareham 
02/23 John Joseph Durkin, Jr. 77  Wareham 
02/26 Prazer Normand 90  New Bedford 
 

MARCH 2014 
03/01 Arlene Shepard 87  Wareham 
03/01 Noreen P. Harlow  51  Wareham 
03/01 Michael M. Doyle 65  Wareham 
03/03 Joseph R. Berninger 28  Wareham 
03/04 Beverly A. Fonseca 86  Wareham 
03/05 Andrick James Fleury 4 mo.  S. Easton 
03/08 Catherine Villante 90  New York 
03/08 Carole A. Clemence 73  Wareham 
03/09 Robert A. Bergstrom 67  Wareham 
03/09 Dennis M.L. Daughtry  67  Wareham 
03/11 Tariq B. Johnson 15  Wareham 
03/12 James H. Murphy 74  Wareham 
03/13 Lincoln Mark 84  Wareham 
03/13 Joan I. Baker 72  Wareham 
03/13 Regina E. Scotland 62  Wareham 
03/14 Anne Estabrooks 59  Wareham 
03/15 Michael Duff-Still   83  Mashpee 
03/16 Joan D. Hagar 83  Wareham 
03/17 Deborah A. Bancroft   61  Wareham 
03/18 Roland Desjardins   90  Wareham 
03/19 Mary F. Cincotta   77  Wareham 
03/19 Laine A. Bilodeau   66  Wareham 
03/20 Vincent L. Raimo   65  Wareham 
03/21 Donna Austin 86  Barnstable 
03/22 Everett L. Abbott   90  Wareham 
03/22 Frances A. Butterfield   81  Wareham 
03/22 Marie L. Wright   51  Wareham 
03/26 Gloria C. Martin   65  Wareham 
03/27 Marcia Denise Shaw   67  Wareham 
03/27 Mary Lucia Parenteau   89  Wareham 
03/28 Elizabeth P. Voss    94  Wareham 
03/28 Francis A. Ferris   54  Taunton 
03/29 Ralph B. Swan, Sr.   76  Wareham 
03/30 Nancy A. Ewan 80  Bourne 
03/31 Antero Cabral 82  Wareham 
 

APRIL 2014 
04/01 Walter F. McCarthy, Jr. 79  Mattapoisett 
04/02 Jeffrey A. Gambrazzio   64  Wareham 
04/04 Anita E. Sabourin    96  Marion 
04/04 Kenneth R. Sleightholm   58  Wareham 
04/04 Ivy A. Gorman 57  Wareham 
04/05 Constance E. Davin    83  Wareham 
04/06 Antonia M. Gonsalves    80  Wareham 
04/07 Eileen Murphy-Sabino   74  Dartmouth 
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04/07 Harriett G. Rosa       86  Falmouth 
04/07 Michaelangelo a.k.a. 
  Michael Cannistraro   60  Wareham 
04/08 Janie Gonsalves 102  Carver 
04/09 Arthur Mello, Jr.    79  Acushnet 
04/09 Elena M. Gardyna     82  Wareham 
04/09 Darlene Matsis 53  Wareham 
04/09 Joanne Carberry   67  Wareham 
04/11 Ronald David Pike     74  Wareham 
04/12 Joaquina A. Lombard   92  Wareham 
04/13 Joseph S. Rozen  54  Wareham 
04/14 Francis E. Alander   79  Wareham 
04/14 Elaine Nearpass 72  Rhode Isl. 
04/14 Manuel J. Garcia   85  Wareham 
04/15 Martha P. Herring   90  Wareham 
04/15 Antone M. Gutierrez    22  Wareham 
04/16 Ralph Anthony Ward   77  Wareham 
04/17 Barbara A. McEwan   62  Wareham 
04/18 Dave Randolph Lima   64  Wareham 
04/18 Raymond E. Clancy   72  Wareham 
04/19 Mary Adleide Drivenes 87  Wareham 
04/19 Roland Marcotte   74  Wareham 
04/22 George J. Mendes, Jr.   76  Wareham 
04/23 George E. Tribou   42  Wareham 
04/25    Frances I. Leighton   81  Wareham 
04/27 Michael G. Zaritt   72  Wareham 
04/29 Garth H. Hines 47  Whitman 
04/30 Pamela Anne Krakowski 40  Yarmouth 

 
MAY 2014 

05/01 John A. Kelenosy   92  Wareham 
05/01 James Cabral, Jr.   65  New Bedford 
05/01 William P. Doherty, Jr.   77  Wareham 
05/03 Angela Rae Porell   28  Wareham 
05/05 Bruce H. Arnold   71  Wareham 
05/05 Paul D. Gibbs 59  Wareham 
05/06 Clorinda A. Torraco   87  Wareham 
05/06 Jose Dos Santos 80  New Bedford 
05/10    Kevin M. Burke 48  Wareham 
05/13    Gilbert Medeiros               82 New Bedford 
05/14    Frances May King            75 New Bedford 
05/15    Charles E. Arenburg        71 Wareham 
05/15    Lois J. Taylor                    85 Wareham 
05/15    Linda P. Hayes                  38 Wareham 
05/16    Isabelle White 83 Wareham 
05/16    Joyce L. Texiera                77 Wareham 
05/18    Carol Ann Gifford             70 Wareham 
05/18    Asa M. Almeida                 29 Wareham 
05/21    Ruth Jane Schroeder          78 Wareham 
05/22    Evelyn E. Mallowes           82 Wareham 
05/22    William J. Vendetti            77 Wareham 
05/24    A. Clayton E. Fuller           97 Wareham 
05/24    Joshua Alan Macro            24 Wareham 
05/26    Robert E. Andrews            82 Wareham 

05/29    Elinor L. Kinsman    91 Halifax 
05/31    Arthur Anthony Poulis      85 Fall River 
 

JUNE 2014 
06/01    Priscilla M. Roderick     83 Marion 
06/01    Wanda M. Howard        59 Wareham 
06/01    Ronald D. McCallum    68 Wareham 
06/02    Jon C. Robinson            49 Wareham 
06/02    Lynda M. Ezersky        68 Wareham 
06/03    William L. Appleby      70 Wareham 
06/03    Fred S. Strickland         94 Bourne 
06/03    Mark S. Wilson             48 Wareham 
06/03    John H. Barros, Jr         64 Wareham 
06/04    Stanley John Farak         96 Fairhaven 
06/06    Ryan A. Copeland          27 Bridgewater 
06/07    Paul Francis Costa         65 California 
06/12    Charles E. Mullin          75 Wareham 
06/12    Benjamin F. Baptista     87 Wareham 
06/13    Elizabeth Lee Roy         68 Rochester 
06/14    Floyd Webster Taylor    91 Rochester 
06/14    Robert Frank Pajunen    83 Wareham 
06/18    Robert P. McAuliffe      49 Wareham 
06/19    Robert P. Anderson       74 Wareham 
06/19    Cecilia E. Tavares         89 Wareham 
06/21    Jo Jeffries                      70 Wareham 
06/22    Joseph V. Webster         92 Marion 
06/23    Joanne M. Driscoll        73 Wareham 
06/23    Scott F. Bailey               51 Florida 
06/24    Barbara W. Naughton   78 Wareham  
06/26    Loretta Frade                 75 Westport 
06/26    Andrea M. Nagy          53 Wareham 
06/27    Charles R. Ayer           90 Plymouth 
06/28    Tiffany Lee Tarushka  24Middleborough 
06/29    Ronald E. Josephson    65 Worcester    
 

M A R R I A G E S  
 

JULY 2013 
07/06  Megan Elizabeth Kashner, 32, & 
Nicole Lynn Graf, 31 
 
07/06  Charles Ernest Prillaman, 50, & 
 Michelle Dora Giasson, 54 
 
07/13  Katherine Margaret Whalley, 27, & 
William Andrew Cullen, III,  27 
 
07/13  Alisha Lanae McDade, 33, &  
Travis James McIlmail, 28 
 

23



07/14  Alycia Marie Cobb, 20, &  
Andrew P. McIntire, 33 
 
07/14  Janelle Lee Frazier, 33, &  
Robert Christopher Lewis, 31 
 
07/14  Merit Safwat Anwar, 18, &  
Sami M. Nassef, 31 
 
07/20  Gerard William Berchtold, 56 &  
Deborah Jane Correia, 55 
 
07/20  Michael C. Kochanski, 29, &  
Sarah Elizabeth Stefans, 31 
 
07/21  Kevin M. Jones, 53, &  
Marcie Ann Carpentier, 52 
 
07/24  James W. Bell, 61, &  
Donna L. Johnson, 60 
 
07/26  Melissa Sue Perry, 28, &  
Jason Chaves Amaral, 30 
 
07/27  Daniel F. Sullivan, 25, &  
Alyse K. Daly, 25 
 
07/27  Darryl Warren Powell, 46, &  
Lisa Ellen Anderson, 36 
 
07/27  Edward Allen Pierce, 69, &  
May Ella Franklin, 61 
 
07/28  Michelle Annie Sano, 46, &  
Edward Peter Delorie, 41 
 
07/28  Jennifer Lynne Dubey, 26, & 
Jonathan Cornelius Demilio, 30 
 

AUGUST 2013 
08/03  Zachery Scott Lydon, 23, & 
 Michelle Clarissa Reyes, 23 
 
08/03  Eric Domenic Grasso, 31, &  
Liza Anne Balzarini, 24 
 
08/07  Russell James Motto, 37, &  
Angel Marie Cook, 24 
 
 

08/07  Philip John Strachan, 48, &  
Kathryn Elizabeth Picarello, 48 
 
08/08  Michele M. Myers, 45, &  
Robert J. Lefrancois, 47 
 
08/08  Barbara F. Trahan, 47, &  
Manuel A. Moitoso, 52 
 
08/09  Gavin Errol Bartlett, 26, &  
Nicole Elizabeth Spieler, , 23 
 
08/16  Melissa Jeanne Hayward, 35, &  
Thomas Joseph Kendrigan,  33 
 
08/17  Stephanie Ann Fradette, 31, &  
Jason Earl Spinks, 34 
 
08/17  Jason Todd Dwyer, 40, &  
Brittany Lanee Moore, 35 
 
08/17  Christopher Paul Souza, 26, &  
Samantha Leigh Plugge, 26 
 
08/17  Matthew Campbell Scott, 33, &  
Bethany Michele Whittelsey, 30 
 
08/24  Dustin Ross Hapenny, 29, &  
Stephanie Ann Mattos, 30 
 
08/31  David Brian Heney, II, 32, &  
Nicole Marie Viera, 22 
 

SEPTEMBER 2013 
09/01  Andrew Anthony Degennaro-Labbe, 26, & 
Erin Noelle Labbe, 25 
 
09/07  Clint James Nelson, 45, &  
Renee Robin Clark, 30 
 
09/07  Angela Marie Zutant, 27, &  
Joshua Raymond Hargrove, 28 
 
09/07  Brenda Marie MacKinnon, 45, &  
Robert James Rutherford, 46 
 
09/07  Lisa Marie McCormack, 50, & 
 Robert Chinappi, 52 
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09/08  Philip Roy Caliri, Jr, 48, &  
Na Li, 37 
 
09/14  Mary Frances Canniff, 65, &  
Joseph Matthew Mulkern, 74 
 
09/15  Abigail K. Machson-Carter, 32, & 
Dawn Marie Leate, 34 
 
09/22  Galen Porter, 23, &  
Jocelyn Marie Maguire, 23 
 
09/22  Patrick Michael Kelly, 30, &  
Sophia Elizabeth Dagios, 33 
 
09/29  Steven Paul Nickolas, 58, &  
Danyela Ronit Rosman, 45 
 

OCTOBER 2013 
10/03  Christopher Paul Mazzarini, 31, & 
Givenchy Diamante, 30 
 
10/08  Frances Lucinda Newell, 53, &  
Katherine Marie Bowne, 52 
 
10/11  Kerri Elizabeth Jenkins, 33, &  
Lee Nye Westgate, 34 
 
10/12  Jennifer A. Martin, 40, &  
Michael C. Salvesen, 41 
 
10/12  Timothy Patrick Hanscom, 56, &  
Joan Marie LeBlanc, 55 
 
10/12  Jacob Allen Lowe, 21, &  
Chelsea Lynn Wade, 21 
 
10/16  Peter L. Akusis, Jr, 48, &  
Terry Anne Swain, 41 
 
10/17  Staci Michelle Littlefield, 28, &  
Bruce Lee Deane, 34 
 
10/17  Daniella Maria Macmillan, 28, &  
Mano Joseph Couto, 24 
 
10/18  Lauren Ashley Young, 25, &  
Derek Pierce Partridge, 26 
 
 

10/18  Paul A. Barnett, Jr, 42, &  
Tracy Lynn Debarros, 39 
 
10/19  Ashley Rose Telles, 29, &  
Adam Myron Couto, 34 
 
10/19  Louise M. Solaperto, 52, &  
Gerald C. Picchierri, 56 
 
10/21  Adam Thomas Souza, 32, &  
Samantha Ruth Mello, 20 
 
10/26  Joshua Luis Cruz, 27, &  
Katelin Victoria Gleason, 20 
 
10/27  Richard James Nelson, Jr, 22, &  
Kelsey Amanda Salamone, 22 
 

NOVEMBER 2013 
11/09  Melissa Elizabeth Rapoza, 31, &  
Luke Brendan Carroll, 35 
 
11/09  Angela Lynn Whalen, 27, &  
Thomas James Loughman, 25 
 
11/10  Robert H. Gale, 66, &  
Kimberley A. Walden, 55 
 
11/15  Joshua Ellery Tobey, 41, &  
Laurie Ann Meehan, 42 
 
11/25  Carol Anne Doherty, 56, &  
Ivy Ann Gorman, 56 
 
11/29  Karen L. Gardner, 59, &  
William G. Ogg, 49 
 
11/30  Matthew Robert Woodside, 27, &  
Kristen Marie Hartwell, 26 
 

DECEMBER 2013 
12/06  Evan James Marot, 26, &  
Tammy Lynne Westgate, 31 
 
12/13  Eric Richard Wilder, 41, &  
Jessica Erin Love, 36 
 
12/30  Mark John Clinton, 46, &  
Li Zhou, 45   
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JANUARY 2014 
01/01  Joseph Anthony Sass, 72, &  
Patricia Ann Van Dam, 57 
 
01/15  Thomas E. Knowles, 37, &  
Marianne Scuccimarra, 37 

 
FEBRUARY 2014 

02/09  Andrew J. Rowley, 42, &  
Robin Elizabeth Rowley, 46 
 
02/10  Sharon Ann Mayhak, 62, &  
Mary Louise Bollinger, 61 
 
02/15  Robert Edward Trenholm, 66, &  
Kathleen Elizabeth Wenners, 61 
 

MARCH 2014 
03/18 Sonja Denise Herring, 47, &  
Katelyn Marie Peschier, 29 
 
03/22 Kylie Michelle Andrade, 25, &  
Curtis Milton Harlow, 34 
 
03/28  Crystal Mercedes Burns, 25, &  
Geoffrey Allen Whiting, 28 
 

APRIL 2014 
04/14  Gilbert Douglas Totman, 44, &  
Angela Marie Wilson, 44 
 
04/17  Denis R. Choquette, Jr, 34, &  
Arianna Mary Kay Oliver, 24 
 
04/20  Rachel Jeanne Langlois, 22, &  
Adam Marc Olivier, 22 
 
04/22  Faith Yvonne Dewing, 37, &  
Christos Evangelos Papathanasiou, 44 
 
04/25  William Edward Brown, Jr, 42, & 
Jane Marie Bracchi, 51 
 
04/25  Lauren Michele Patton, 22, & 
 Russell Leonard Sprague, 24 
 

MAY 2014 
05/04  Megan Katherine Shannon, 33, & 
Benjamin Joseph Place, 36 
 

05/09  Katie Elizabeth Mack, 36, &  
Robert Dylan Ariniello, 37 
 
05/17  Joseph William Conway, III, 51, & 
Christine Ann Ancahas, 50 
 
05/17  Kenneth Joseph Sullivan, 28, &  
Kerri Jean Demedeiros, 32 
 
05/23  Benjamin Hale Church, 23, &  
Leah Elizabeth Murphy, 23 
 
05/23  Jermetrius Edwin Troy, 24, &  
Felicia Joyce Rousseau, 22 
 
05/25  Timothy Paul Lydon, 28, &  
Elizabeth Gloria Enos, 28 
 
05/31  Abraham Apolinar Duval, 31, &  
Shannon Marie Salerno, 27 
 

JUNE 2014 
06/05  Xavier Gerard Taylor, 51, &  
Lisa Dian McGourthy, 43 
 
06/14  Carmen Evelyn Santiago, 40, & 
 Hugh James Crocker, 53 
 
06/14  Suzanne Quinn Sutliffe, 47, &  
Benjamin Baxter Staples, 49 
 
06/14  Talya Regina Leodari, 42, &  
Timothy Blanchard Abbott, 46 
 
06/15  Kyle M. O’Neill, 25, & 
 Heather A. Cardinal, 25 
 
06/17  Peter C. Heleen, 51, &  
Lisa M. Heleen, 46 
 
06/17  Kenneth Howard Copeland, 63, &  
Theresa Mary Washburn, 59 
 
06/21  Jody Blais, 55, &  
Joan Carol Bardsley, 54 
 
06/21  Erin Patricia Ginnetty, 33, &  
Thomas William Corshia, 39 
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06/22  Robert Edward Murdock, II, 31, & 
 Jessica Lee Coppolino, 32 
 
06/28  Jennifer Marie Borges, 26, &  
Bradford Nicholas Petty, 25 
 
06/28  Elizabeth Ayer Mann, 30, &  
Alec Edward Orenstein, 30 
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DOG LICENSES FOR 2013 
 
MALE  142 
NEUTERED 454 
FEMALE 85 
SPAYED 505 
Total:    1,186 
 
KENNELS: 
 
HOBBY 2 
COMMERCIAL   5 
Total: 7 
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REGISTRARS FOR 2013/2014 
 
MARY ANN SILVA, TOWN CLERK WHILE IN OFFICE 
FRANCIS F. CARMICHAEL, JR.   2015 (Deceased 2014) 
LINDA M. MACKENZIE   2016 
DOROTHY A. TAYLOR   2017 

29



FALL TOWN MEETING WARRANT 
TOWN OF WAREHAM 

 
OCTOBER 28, 2013 

 
WAREHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
7 VIKING DRIVE 
WAREHAM, MA         7:00 PM 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 
PLYMOUTH S.S. 
 
TO EITHER OF THE CONSTABLES OF THE TOWN OF WAREHAM 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the legal 
voters of the Town qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in the High School Auditorium, 7 Viking 
Drive, Wareham, MA on Monday, October 22, 2012 to act on the following articles: 
 
ARTICLE:   1  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Receipts Reserved for Appropriations 
Insurance Recovery over $20,000 Account to the School  Budget, or to take any action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer $54,740.55 from the Receipts Reserved for Appropriations Insurance 
Recovery over $20,000 Account to the School Budget.  Second 
 
VOTE:  UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   2  
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept MGL Chapter 32B, Section 20 authorizing the Treasurer 
To establish a separate fund to be known as the “Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Liability Trust 
Fund”, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 
 
MOTION:  Bonnie Cottuli   
 
I move that the Town vote to accept MGL Chapter 32B, Section 20 authorizing the Treasurer to establish a 
separate fund to be known as the "Other Post Employment Benefits (OPEB) Liability  
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Trust Fund”.    Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE;   3   
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money for 
the purpose of funding the 2015 triennial certification revaluation,  or to take any action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Board of Assessors 
 
MOTION:   Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer from available funds the sum of $104,413.00 for the purpose of 
funding the 2015 triennial certification revaluation as follows:  Second 

 
         AMOUNT       FROM                          TO 
A. $80,000       Debt – Principal              Revaluation  
B. $24,413       Assessing - Salary              Revaluation 
 

VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION  
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   4  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $38,000 from the Waterways Account to the 
Harbormaster’s Maintenance and Improvements account, or to take any action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Harbormaster 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $38,000 from the Waterways Account, to the 
Harbormaster's Maintenance and Improvements account.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   5 
 
To see if the town will vote to transfer the sum of $103,000 from the Harbor Services Permits Receipts 
Reserved for Appropriations Account to the Harbormaster’s Maintenance and Improvements account, or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
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Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Harbormaster 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  

 
I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $103,000 from the Harbor Services Permits Receipts 
Reserved for Appropriations Account to the Harbormaster's Maintenance and Improvements account.  
Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   6  
 
To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money from the Parking Meter 
fund to the Municipal Maintenance Line Painting fund, or take any action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the School Committee 
 
MOTION: Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: No Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   7 
 
To see if the town will vote authorize a sum of money for the purpose of purchasing a vacuum truck for the 
Water Pollution Control Facility and further authorize the trade-in of a 1991 Ford Vacon vacuum truck, or 
take any action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Water Pollution Control Facility Department 
 
MOTION: Moderator 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: No Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   8 
 
To see if the town will vote to appropriate from Community Preservation Funds, the sum of $7,500 to create 
a concept plan for a Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom/Play Area at the Wareham Free Library, 59 
Marion Road, Wareham, MA, or to take any action relative thereto. 
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Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move that the Town vote to appropriate from Community Preservation Funds the sum of $7,500 to create a 
concept plan for a Nature Explore Outdoor Classroom/Play Area at the Wareham Free Library, 59 Marion 
Road, Wareham, MA.  Second 
 
VOTE: MAJORITY – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 3-2-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   9  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer $28,430.66 into the Unallocated Community Preservation Fund 
Account as follows: 
 
A) $    183.80 from Cemetery Mapping approved under Article 23, Fall 2004; 
B) $ 2,227.06 from Westfield Athletic Fields, approved under Article 19, Fall 2006; 
C) $ 5,100.00 from Minot Forest Land Survey, approved under Article 27, Fall 2007; 
D) $ 1,750.00 from Bike Path Feasibility Study, approved under Article 10, Fall 2008; 
E) $ 4,362.80 from American Legion, approved under Article 46, Spring 2010; 
F) $10,332.00 from Tremont Nail Roof, approved under Article 47, Spring 2010; 
G) $ 4,475.00 from Weweantic Ahern, approved under Article 41, Spring 2012, 
or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION:  Bonnie Cottuli 
  
I move that the Town vote to transfer $23,955.66 into the Unallocated Community Preservation Fund 
Account as follows:    
A) $ 183.80 from Cemetery Mapping approved under Article #23, Fall 2004;  
B) $ 2227.06 from Westfield Athletic Fields, approved under Article 19, Fall 2006;  
C) $ 5100.00 from Minot Forest Land Survey, approved under Article #27, Fall 2007;  
D)        $ 1750.00 from Bike Path Feasibility Study, approved under Article #10, Fall 2008;  
E) $ 4362.80 from American Legion, approved under Article 46, Spring 2010;  
F) $10332.00 from Tremont Nail Roof, approved under Article 47, Spring 2010 Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   10  
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation Fund under the category of 
Historic Preservation, the sum of $110,000 for a Historical Preservation Restriction and the restoration of 
the Multi-Service Center Roof, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
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Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation Fund under the category of 
Historic Preservation, $110,000 for restoration of the Multi-Service Center Roof and three roof air-
conditioning units.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    11 
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Parking 
at Onset Pier to fund the Parking Kiosk Program to be used for related expenses of running the parking 
kiosk program, with such funds to be distributed by approval of the Town Administrator, or to take any 
other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator  
 
MOTION:   Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer $25,000 from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Parking at Onset 
Pier to fund the parking kiosk program to be used for related expenses of running the parking kiosk 
program, with such funds to be distributed by approval of the Town Administrator. 
Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
ARTICLE:    12  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds or by any combination 
of the foregoing, a sum of money to pay unpaid bills of prior fiscal years, or to take any other action relative 
thereto.  
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator   
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action  
Finance Committee voted: No Action 7-0-0 
 

34



 

ARTICLE:   13  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer or borrow a sufficient sum of money to be 
expended under the direction of Wareham Public Schools for a Feasibility Study of a potential partial roof 
replacement project at Wareham High School, for which feasibility study the Town may be eligible for a 
grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA).  The MSBA’s grant program is a non-
entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any costs the Town 
incurs in connection with the feasibility study in excess of any grant approved by and received from the 
MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the School Committee 
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action  
Finance Committee voted: No Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   14  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer and appropriate from available funds, including funds previously 
appropriated for other uses, or retained earnings, or to raise a sum of money to appropriate to accounts for 
the purposes here specified, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 
 
MOTION:  Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer from available funds to accounts as follows:  
   
  AMOUNT FROM                                                                                   TO 
A.  $80,000 Receipts Reserved for Appropriation  Sale of Real Estate      Debt - Principal 
B.  $20,000 Debt – Principal                                                                       Planning - Salary 
 
Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 4-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   15  
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds sums of money to fund 
ratified union contracts:  

a) Clerical Union 
b) Dispatchers 
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c) EMT Association 
d) Forepersons 
e) Library Employees 
f) Municipal Maintenance and Custodians 
g) Police 
h) Steelworkers – Lower Management 
i) Steelworkers – Upper Management 
j) Superior Officers 
k) Wastewater Treatment Plant, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
 

Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 

MOTION:   Bonnie Cottuli 
  
I move that the Town vote to fund the following union contracts as shown in the chart below: 
 
 CONTRACT                                      AMOUNT                    FUNDING SOURCE 
b Dispatchers           Not to exceed $21,5000    Article 9 2012 Annual Town 
                                 Meeting Collective Bargaining Reserve 
h Steelworker Lower Unit                    Not to exceed $8,000        Article 9, 2012 Annual Town 
                                 Meeting Collective Bargaining Reserve 
i  Steelworker Upper Unit                    Not to exceed $7,000         Article 9, 2012 Annual Town                
Meeting Collective Bargaining Reserve 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 4-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   16  
 
To see if the Town will vote to adopt the following as bylaw Division II, Article VI “FINGERPRINTING 
FOR CERTAIN LICENSES”, or take any other action relative thereto: 

Section 1. As authorized by G.L. c. 6, § 172B ½, the Police Department may conduct State and Federal 
fingerprint based criminal history checks of individuals applying for licenses to engage in the business of 
Hawking and Peddling, Junk/Metal/Secondhand Dealers, Pawn Brokers, house to house commercial 
salesmen and Hackney Drivers.  Fingerprint-based state and national criminal history records shall solely be 
used for screening applicants for the above named municipal licenses and for no other purpose, including 
municipal employment. An applicant seeking to engage in the above licensed activities if required by the 
licensing authority, shall allow the Police Department to fingerprint that applicant.  The Police Department 
will transmit the fingerprints to the State Police Identification Unit through the Department of Criminal 
Justice Information Services (DCJIS), formerly the Criminal History System Board (CHSB).  

Section 2. In rendering an applicant fitness determination, the Police Department will decide whether the 
applicant has been convicted of, or is under pending indictment for, any crime which bears upon his/her 
ability or fitness to be granted a license, or any felony or a misdemeanor which involved force or threat of 
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force, controlled substances, or was a sex-related offense.    

Section 3. The Police Department and any authorized municipal recipients shall store all criminal history 
record information received from the FBI for municipal licensing background check purposes in a secure 
location, and such information may not be disseminated to any unauthorized persons or entities. The Police 
Department shall restrict access to areas in which the information is processed and handled to authorized 
personnel in the performance of their duties. The Police Department and authorized municipal recipients of 
fingerprint-based state and national criminal history information must provide a secure area, out of the view 
of the public and unauthorized personnel, for the handling and retention of the information. When 
fingerprint-based state and national criminal history information is no longer needed, the licensing authority 
is responsible for its destruction. It shall be destroyed by the Police Department by burning, shredding, or 
other method rendering the information unreadable. 

Section 4. An applicant may request and is entitled to receive a copy of his/her criminal history record from 
the Police Department. The Police Department must advise the applicant of the procedures to change, 
correct, or update the record.  The Police Department must provide the applicant with the opportunity to 
challenge the accuracy or completeness of the FBI criminal history before action is taken on the application 
for which the record is sought. 

Section 5. The Town or any of its officers, departments, boards, committees or other licensing authorities 
are hereby authorized to deny any application for, or to revoke or suspend any license or permit, including 
renewals and transfers thereof, for any person who is determined unfit for the license, as determined by the 
licensing authority, due to information obtained pursuant to this by-law.  The licensing authority shall not 
deny a license to an applicant based on information in a criminal record until the applicant has been 
afforded a reasonable time to correct or complete the information, or has declined to do so. 

Section 6. The Police Chief shall adopt policies and procedures to effectuate the purposes of this by-law 
which shall be consistent with G.L. c. 6, § 172B ½, EOPSS guidelines, Massachusetts Department of 
Criminal Justice Information Services rules, guidelines and with the Department of Criminal Justice 
Information Services Model Municipal Civil Fingerprinting Policy, as well as with all Federal Bureau of 
Investigation requirements for access to the national database. 

Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Wareham Police Department 
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action  
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 1-4-2 
 
ARTICLE:    17  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend all references to 50 years  in the present Wareham Demolition-Delay 
By-law, Division VIII, Article III to 75 years;  and further, to add the Demolition-Delay By-law language to 
the beginning of the section titled Historic District Act; “Any property requesting demolition that lies 
within Wareham Historical Districts, shall apply to the Wareham Historical District Commission for a 
Determination and Certificate of Appropriateness.  The Wareham Historical Commission, as regards to 
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these properties, has no jurisdiction and does not issue demolition permits for these said properties” or to 
take any other action relative thereto.   
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Wareham Historical Commission  
 
MOTION:   Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to amend all references to 50 years in the present Wareham Demolition-Delay 
By-law, Division VIII, Article III to 75 years; and further, to add the Demolition-Delay By-law language to 
the beginning of the section titled Historic District Act; "Any property requesting demolition that lies within 
Wareham Historical Districts, shall apply to the Wareham Historical District Commission for a 
Determination and Certificate of Appropriateness. The Wareham Historical Commission, as regards to these 
properties, has no jurisdiction and does not issue demolition permits for those said properties".  Second 
 
VOTE:    MAJORITY – DECLARED BY MODERATOR – FAVORABLE ACTION  
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 3-1-1 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 5-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   18  
To see if the town will vote to amend the Town of Wareham, Waterways Bylaw Division IV, Article 1, 
Section 2B and replace it with a new Waterways Rules and Regulations Sections 2B through 2M, or take 
any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Harbormaster  
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 5-0-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   19  
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the Board of Selectmen’s layout of Cranberry Lane, a copy of which 
is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk, and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by gift, 
purchase or eminent domain and necessary land easements, and to raise and appropriate, transfer or borrow 
funds for such acquisition, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen  
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted:  
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Finance Committee voted: No Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   20  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws to add Article 18 – Transfer Development 
Rights (Zoning By-Law) Rules and Regulations, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board 
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted:   
Finance Committee voted: No Action 5-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   21  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Section 222 (Flood Plain Overlay District) of the Flood Plain Bylaw 
(map panel number suffixes and map panel dates) so that it now reads as follows:  “Floodplain District 
includes all special flood hazard areas within the Town of Wareham designated as Zone A, AE, AO or VE 
on the Plymouth County Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) issued by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) for the administration of the National Flood Insurance Program. The map panels of the 
Plymouth County FIRM that are wholly or partially located within the Town of Wareham are panel 
numbers 25023C0459J, 25023C0467J, 25023C0468J, 25023C0469J, 25023C0486J, 25023C0487J, 
25023C0488J, 25023C0491J, 25023C0492J, 25023C0493J, 25023C0494J, 25023C0511J, 25023C0513J, 
25023C0556J, 25023C0577J, 25023C0583J, 25023C0584J, and 25023C0601J, dated July 17, 2012, and 
panel numbers 25023C0489K, 25023C0557K, 25023C0576K, 25023C0581K, and 25023C0582K, dated 
February 5, 2014. The exact boundaries of the District may be defined by the 100-year base flood elevations 
shown on the FIRM and further defined by the Plymouth County Flood Insurance Study (FIS) report dated 
July 17, 2012. The FIRM and FIS report are incorporated herein by reference and are on file with the Town 
Clerk, Planning Board, and Building Official”, or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board 
 
MOTION:    Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to amend the Zoning Bylaws, Section 222 (Flood Plain Overlay District) of the 
Flood Plain Bylaw (map panel number suffixes and map panel dates) as printed in the warrant.   Second 
 
George Barrett, Chairman Planning Board 
I think we’ve all heard the stories on the flood plains and the different controversies on it.   
The Planning Board held a public hearing on this on October 21, 2013, where we took a lot of imput from 
disgruntled citizens about what is happening to their flood insurance and where they have been placed on 
the maps.  The vote was 4-0-0 favorable action to move it forward.  Since that time we’ve had some other 
clarifications.  I think Selectmen Slavin 
is familiar with the meeting and if he would care to enlighten us.  
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
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Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 2-2-1 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 5-2-0 
 
ARTICLE:   22  
 
To see if the Town will vote to rescind (Zoning By-Laws) Article 17: Temporary Moratorium – Medical 
Marijuana Treatment Centers and replace it with a new Zoning By-Law Article 17 setting for rules and 
regulations for such treatment centers, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board.  
 
MOTION:  Bonnie Cottuli 
  
I move that the Town vote to rescind (Zoning By-Laws) Article 17: Temporary Moratorium - Medical 
Marijuana Treatment Centers and replace it with a new Zoning By-Law as printed in the handout.  Second 
 
George Barrett, Chairman Planning Board 
 
Again, we held a public hearing on this article on October 21, 2013.  The Planning Board voted 4-0-0, to 
suggest favorable action on this article.  If you recall in the spring, we did pass a moratorium on marijuana 
treatment centers awaiting the outcome of the Department of Public Health’s generation of regulations to 
cover these.  They have done so and the only task left was to place it somewhere in a zoning district.  What 
the Planning Board thought best to do was place it the institutional zoning district, which is in the area 
running from Main Street to the Tobey Hospital area.  I believe it goes all the way through to past the high 
school, but these schools would be eliminated and around the schools are eliminated by the regulations.   So 
that’s what we’ve done, placed marijuana treatment centers in the use chart in the institutional zone. 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted:   
Finance Committee voted: No Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE;   23  
 
To see if the Town will vote to rescind Article 11 Signs (1110 – 1115.6) of the Zoning By-Laws and replace 
with revised Sign Regulations (Article 11) (1110 – 1141), or to take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board 
 
MOTION:   Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move that the Town vote to rescind Article 11 Signs (1110 - 1115.6) of the Zoning By-Laws and replace 
with revised Sign Regulations (Article 11) (1110 - 1141) as printed in the handout. 
Second 
 
Alan Slavin, Selectmen/Planning Board Liaison 
 
The Planning Board held a public hearing on October 21, 2013.  The Planning Board voted 
4-0-0 for favorable action.  It had been years since a sign bylaw was brought before Town Meeting for 
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approval.  This bylaw is well written and covers a majority of issues in the Town which need to be 
addressed. 
 
VOTE:   2/3 MAJORITY – DECLARED BY MODERATOR – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted:   
Finance Committee voted: No Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    24  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws by voting  to accept the Table of Principal Use 
Regulations contained in Article 3, Section 320 and the Table of Accessory Use Regulations in Article 3, 
Section 340, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board 
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted:   
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   25  
 
Change zoning statutes to 2002 statutes.  
 
Inserted by David W. Fenton, et. al. 
 
MOTION:   Moderator 
 
Consent Agenda:  I move that the Town vote to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE:    UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: Favorable Action 0-5-0 
Finance Committee voted: Favorable Action 0-7-0 
 
ARTICLE:   26  
 
To see if the Town will vote to prohibit remote participation in public meetings by requiring the physical 
attendance of any member of a public body in order to participate and vote, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
 
Inserted by Michael Flaherty et. al..  
 
MOTION:   Michael Flaherty 
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I move that the Town vote to prohibit remote participation in public meetings by requiring the physical 
attendance of any member of a public body in order to participate and vote.  Second 
 
VOTE:    MAJORITY –  MOTION FAILS – UNFAVORABLE ACTION 
 
Board of Selectmen voted: No Action 3-1-1 
Finance Committee voted: No Action 7-0-0 
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You are hereby directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof on or before September 20, 
2013 in at least one public place in each precinct within the Town, and by publishing a copy of the Warrant 
by October 3, 2013. 
 
Hereof fail not and make sure due return of this Warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk at the 
time and place of said meeting. 
 
Given under our hands this 17th day of September in the year 2013. 
 
WAREHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
_____________________________________ 
Peter W. Teitelbaum, Chairman 
 
_____________________________________ 
Alan H. Slavin, Clerk 
 
_____________________________________ 
Stephen M. Holmes 
 
_____________________________________ 
Patrick G. Tropeano 
 
_____________________________________ 
Judith Whiteside 
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A True Copy 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
DATE: September 18, 2013         

Steven P. Coughlin, Constable of Wareham 
 
Plymouth, S.S. 
 
Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the Town of Wareham herein described, to 
meet at the time and place for the purpose within mentioned by posting attested copies thereof in at least 
one public place in each precinct within the Town on or before September 20, 2013, and by causing this 
Warrant to be published on or before October 3, 2013. 
 
 
Date:  September 18, 2013   ___________________________________ 
 Steven P. Coughlin, Constable of Wareham 
 
The original posting with return made was delivered to Mary Ann Silva, Town Clerk. 
 
 
Date:  September 18, 2013   _________________________________ 
 Steven P. Coughlin, Constable of Wareham 
 
In accordance with the Wareham Charter, Article 2 - Legislative Branch - Section 2-4, Town Meeting 
Warrants, Item (d), I have hand delivered a copy of the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting to be held on 
October 28, 2013 at 7:00 o'clock p.m. to the Town Moderator, Chairman of the Finance Committee, 
Chairman of the Planning Board, Chairman of the Capital Planning Committee and Chairman of the 
Personnel Board. 
 
 
Date:  September 18, 2013   ___________________________________ 

Steven P. Coughlin, Constable of Wareham 
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W A R R A N T 
 

ANNUAL SPRING TOWN MEETING 
 

TOWN OF WAREHAM 
 
 

APRIL 1, 2014 
(ELECTION) 

 
DESIGNATED POLL LOCATIONS  8:00 O'CLOCK A.M. to 8:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 
 

 
APRIL 28, 2014 

(GENERAL BUSINESS PORTION) 
 
 
WAREHAM HIGH SCHOOL 
VIKING DRIVE 
WAREHAM, MA 02571       7:00 O'CLOCK P.M. 
 
 

 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
PLYMOUTH, S.S. 
 
TO EITHER OF THE CONSTABLES OF THE TOWN OF WAREHAM 
 
GREETINGS: 
 
In the name of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, you are hereby directed to notify and warn the 
legal voters of the Town qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet in Precinct 1:  Wareham Town Hall, 
54 Marion Road; Precinct 2:  Ethel B. Hammond Elementary School, 13 Highland Avenue, Onset, 
Precinct 3 and Precinct 6: Minot Forest Elementary School, 63 Minot Avenue, Wareham; Precinct 4 
and Precinct 5: John W. Decas School, 760 Main Street, South Wareham; on Tuesday, April 1, 2014 at 
8:00 o'clock a.m. for the election of Town officers designated in the official ballot, to be adjourned until 
Monday, April 28, 2014 at 7:00 o'clock p.m. in the High School Auditorium , 7 Viking Drive, 
Wareham, MA at which time the general business of the Town shall be transacted, and to act on the 
following articles: 
 
ARTICLE:   1 
 
To choose the following officers: two (2) Selectmen for the term of three (3) years, two (2) Assessors for the 
term of three (3) years, two (2) School Committee members for the term of three (3) years, one (1) Housing 
Authority for a term of five (5) years, one (1) Housing Authority for a term of three (3) years and one (1) 
Housing Authority for a term of one (1) year, and one (1) Constable for a term of three years, or to do or act in 
any manner relative thereto. 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
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Peter W. Teitelbaum, Selectman   2017 -- Three Years 
Judith Whiteside, Selectman   2017 – Three Year 
James M. McCahill, Assessor   2017 -- Three Years  
Priscilla A. Porter, Assessor    2017 –  Three Years 
Clifford W. Sylvia, School Committee  2017 -- Three Years 
Melvin D. Lazarus, School Committee  2017 -- Three Years 
Steven P. Coughlin, Constable   2017 -  Three Years 
Rudolph Santos, Housing Authority  2019 –  Five Years 
Donna M. Bronk, Housing Authority  2017 –  Three Years 
William H. Lockwood, Housing Authority  2015 –  One Year 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-90 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   2  
 

A. To see if the town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen and/or the Town Administrator to 
apply for, accept and enter into contracts from time to time for the expenditure of any funds allotted or 
otherwise available to Wareham by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the U.S. Government 
under any State or Federal Grant program or activity, or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 

 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 

B. To see if the Town will authorize its Town Treasurer/Collector to enter into compensating balance 
agreements for fiscal year 2015 pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 53F of the General Laws, or to do or 
act in any manner relative thereto. 

 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Treasurer/Collector 
 

C. To act upon the reports of the Selectmen, School Committee, and the Capital Planning Committee, 
and upon any other reports from officers and committees who consider it expedient to do so, or to do 
or act in any manner relative thereto. 

 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 

D. To see if the Town will vote to: expend interest earned from loan repayments made between the Town 
of Wareham and Wareham residential property owners as authorized under Chapter 111, Section 
127B1/2 and/or Chapter 29C of the General Laws for use for the administration of the Septic Loan 
Program and for additional so-called betterment loan projects, or to do or act in any manner relative 
thereto. 

 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of Community and Economic Development Authority 
 
MOTION:   Joan Fontes 
  
I move that the Town vote to approve the reoccurring business items as listed in Article 2 of the Finance 
Committee Warrant Report handbook.  Second 
 
CAPITAL PLANNING COMMITTEE – Jim Giberti, Chairman 
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We spent the whole year trying to come up with items with the different Department Heads and their needs.  
We presented a five-year capital plan and it’s frightening.  For  fiscal year 2015 alone, if we were to fill the 
needs that the town has, we only need about three million dollars.  So if anybody’s got the winning number for 
the lottery you can help us out, that’s a start.  We submitted items to the Town Administrator that he has 
included under this capital plan, all be it only one of the ones we submitted but hopefully that will go through.  
The other items that are included in the capital plan in your warrant are all Water Pollution Control.  We’ve be 
over those with him and they fund their own.  So that really isn’t going to affect much of anything.  In the 
five-year plan, that exist up here we have items that are kind of outside of the plan.  We have stuck them in 
there because there ones that you really need to be aware of.  Their extraordinary items; these include items, 
like a potential for a new police station, which is probably going to show up at some point in time in the future;  
a new school, which is probably going to show up; among others.  It’s big dollars...big, big dollars. So the 
action that has been taken thus far tonight in putting the override at least to the ballot to the voters I think is a 
step in the right direction.  Capital Planning at this particular juncture has no funding mechanism to meet the 
needs and the requirements of the people of the town.  And if we don’t fulfil some of these long range items, 
we’re going to be in deep trouble.  I mean if we continue this way without replacing items that we need on the 
capital basis, we’re only going to be in a domino position going downhill even faster.  You can’t get 
snowplowed without trucks and if we can’t buy the trucks, you can’t plow the snow, minor problem, but that’s 
out there.  But I think we’re on the right track.  We made a commitment to at least put the override on the 
ballot.  So, thank you all. 
 
The Moderator stated that Mr. McDonald stated that their report is in the booklet, so they will not 
give a report. 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    3 
 
To see if the Town will vote pursuant to G.L. c. 41, s. 108 to set the compensation of elected officials, and 
further, to set the compensation of certain appointed officials, or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to set the compensation of elected and appointed officials as follows: 

Town Moderator:  $118.00 per diem 
Town Clerk:          $67,286.00 per year 
Registrar:               $700.00 per year  

 
Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 6-0-0 
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ARTICLE:   4  
 
To see if the Town will vote to approve and all of the following G.L. c. 44, §53½ revolving funds, or to do or 
act in any manner relative thereto: 
 

Revolving 
Fund 

 

Authorizin
g to 

Spend 
Fund 

 

Revenue 
Source 

Use of Fund FY 
(current)
Spendin
g Limit 

Disposition of 
FY (prior) Fund 

Balance 

Spending 
Restriction

s or 
Comments 

COA/ 
Transporta
tion 

COA/ 
Transportati
on 

User Fees/ 
 

Transportati
on 

200,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund  

 

Library Library Fines/fees/ 
Fund Raising 

Supplies, 
books 

30,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

COA/Soci
al 
Programs/ 
Daycare 

COA/Social 
Programs 

User Fees/ 
Fund Raising 

Programs, 
supplies, 
equipment, 
contracted 
instructors 
and any 
other related 
expenses 

50,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

COA/Acti
vities  

COA/Activi
ties 

User Fees/ 
Fund Raising 

User Fees/ 
Fund 
Raising 

50,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

Social 
Recreation 

Director of 
Social 
Services 

Programs, 
Supplies, 
Equipment, 
Contracted 
instructors and 
any other 
related 
expenses 

Programs, 
supplies, 
equipment, 
contracted 
instructors 
and any 
other related 
expenses 

1.00 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 
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Recycling Chair of 
Recycling 
Committee 
with 
approval of 
Town 
Administrat
or 

Programs, 
receipts from 
recycling 
programs and 
projects, 
proceeds from 
fundraising 
activities and 
donations 

User Fees/ 
Fund 
Raising 

50,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

Shellfish 
Propagatio
n 

Shellfish 
Constable 
and Town 
Administrat
or 

Shellfish 
permits fees + 
20% of all fees 
derived from 
shellfish 
permits 

Shellfish 
Propata5ion 
and 
enhancemen
t of shellfish 
resources 

30,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

Board of 
Health 

Health 
Department  

Fees from 
Rental 
Inspection 
program 

Fund Rental 
Inspection 
Program 

50,000 Unencumbered 
balance from 
FY14 funds 
transferred to 
FY15 revolving 
fund 

 

 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move to approve the revolving funds as printed in the Finance Committee Warrant Report handbook, except 
for Scribner’s error. Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    5 
 
To see if the Town of Wareham will vote to raise and appropriate and/or transfer a sum of money from 
available funds and authorize borrowing subject to MGL Chapter 44, Sections 7 or 8 or any other enabling 
authority, for the purpose of capital improvement projects including replacement of vehicles and equipment 
and repairs to and improvements to town buildings, facilities and waterways, or to do or act in any manner 
relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to accept the Capital Planning Committee report and the Town 
Administrator’s recommendation as printed in the Finance Committee Warrant report 
handbook.  Second 
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VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 9-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    6  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or borrow such sums of 
money as are necessary to fund the annual operating budget of the Town for Fiscal Year 2015, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
  
MOTION:  Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $55,010,564 from levy, state and local receipts, 
transfer $98,546 from available funds and $823,543 from the Water Pollution Control Facility Enterprise 
Fund to defray charges and expenses of the Town, including debt and interest, and to provide for a reserve 
fund of $97,543 for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, as more particularly set 
forth in the Finance Committee Warrant Report handbook.  Second 
 
Town Moderator called the following line items for the budget: 
Town Meeting Wages:     $      3,340 
Town Meeting Expenses:     $      9,200  
Selectmen Wages:      $    76,612 
Selectmen Expenses:      $      9,100 
Town Administrator Wages:         $  223,124 
Town Administrator Expenses:         $      9,950 
Finance Committee Expenses    $      3,000 
Reserve Fund:      $    97,543 
Town Accountant Wages:     $  155,692  
Town Accountant Expenses:    $      9,650 
Audit        $    65,000 
Assessors Wages:      $  251,046 
Assessors Expenses:           $    36,214 
Revelations Expense:         $  -0- 
Treasurer Wages:          $  291,423 
Treasurer Expense:         $    93,650 
General Services Wages:     $  -0- 
General Services Expenses:     $    65,000 
Legal Services:      $  216,000 
Personnel Services Wages:     $           -0- 
Personnel Services Expenses:    $       3,500 
Personnel Director      $  -0- 
Information Management Tech – Wages:     $   142,193 
Information Management Tech – Expenses    $   265,840 
Information Management Tech – Communication:   $     62,934 
Town Clerk Wages:        $   144,291 
Town Clerk Expenses:      $     15,446 
Elections and Registrations Wages:   $     35,267 
Elections and Registrations Expenses:   $       8,876 
Town Planning Wages:     $   193,775 
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Town Planning Expenses:     $     18,085 
Sick Leave Bonus – wages:     $     65,000 
Police Wages:       $3,918,945 
Police Expenses:      $   435,000 
Police Capital:      $     99,334 
Inspectional Services Wages:    $   246,017 
Inspectional Services Expenses:    $     49,570 
Animal Control Wages:     $     51,703 
Animal Control Expenses:     $     27,250 
Shellfish/Harbormaster Wages:    $   273,591 
Shellfish Harbormaster expenses:      $     33,000 
Beaches & Lifeguards        -0 
Herring Agents      $   -0 
Municipal Maintenance and Public Buildings  
Wages:       $   861,748 
Municipal Maintenance and Public Buildings  
Expenses:        $   396,400 
Snow & Ice – Wages:     $     75,000 
Snow & Ice – Expenses:     $   241,000 
Street Lights General:       $   105,000 
Recycling Wages:       $   -0- 
Recycling Expenses:       $   -0- 
Board of Health Wages:     $   167,620 
Board of Health Expenses:     $     27,800 
Commission on Disabilities Expenses:   $ 400 
Veterans’ Council      $ 400 
Community Events      $  -0- 
Library Wages:      $     88,289 
Library Expenses:      $     36,550 
Historical District Commission:    $          200 
Historical Committee:     $          200 
Net School Spending               $25,435,055 
Non-Net School Spending     $1,444,600 
School Capital      $   -0- 
Debt Principal      $   733,000 
Debt Interest Long term     $     68,305 
Debt Interest Short Term     $     30,000 
SPREDD Assessment:     $       3,613 
Retirement Contribution:     $3,204,644 
LIUNA:       $     45,000 
Workman’s Compensation Town Insurance:  $   509,759 
Town Insurance – General Liability   $   382,979 
Unemployment      $   300,000 
Medical Insurance      $7,278,637 
Life Insurance      $     40,000 
FICA-Medicare      $   430,000 
County & State Assessments    $2,824,512 
Veterans Assessments     $   323,800 
Snow & Ice       $          -0- 
Overlay       $   425,000 
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MOTION:   Moderator (Larry McDonald/moved the motion) 
 
We will now take a vote on line items that were not asked to be held.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
MOTION:  Moderator  (Marilyn Donahue/moved the motion) 
 
I make a motion that we accept those line items that were held, 163 and 164.  Second 
 
Council On Aging wages:     $           -0- 
Council On Aging Expenses:    $           -0-  
 
VOTE:   MAJORITY – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
VOTE ON 
OVERALL BUDGET: MAJORITY – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 9-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:     7   
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of money for supplemental funding of the Fiscal 
Year 2015 Operational Budgets contingent upon the successful passage of a Proposition 2-1/2 Override Ballot 
Question, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,500,000 as set forth in the Finance Committee 
Warrant Report handbook for the departmental operating purposes and other town expenses in fiscal year 
2015, contingent upon passage of a Proposition 2½ referendum question under General Laws Chapter 59, § 
21C.  Second 
 
VOTE:  2/3  MAJORITY – FAVORABLE – DECLARED BY MODERATOR  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:      8  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds a sum of money as its 
share of the operating and capital costs of the Upper Cape Cod Regional Vocational-Technical High School 
District for the Fiscal Year July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Upper Cape Cod Regional Vocational-Technical 
School District 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
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I move that the Town vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,747,881- to fund its share of the operating 
and capital costs of the Upper Cape Cod Regional Vocational-Technical High School District for the Fiscal 
Year July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    9  
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money from the Water Pollution Control Enterprise Fund:  
Salary and Wages; Expenditures (includes debt), in accordance with Chapter 44, Section 53F-1/2 of 
Massachusetts General Laws to defray the operating and capital expenses of the Water Pollution Control 
Enterprise Fund for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014, and ending June 30, 2015, or to do or act in any 
manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town appropriate $5,694,050 from Water Pollution Control Facility Enterprise revenues and 
$1,773,780 from Water Pollution Control Facility betterment revenue/betterment reserves to defray Water 
Pollution Control Facility direct costs and that $823,543 as appropriated under Article 6 to be used for Water 
Pollution Control Facility indirect costs, to fund the total costs of operations of the Water Pollution Control 
Facility Enterprise as shown on the next slide. Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 8-1-0 
 
ARTICLE:   10  
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate a sum of money to the Emergency Medical Services salaries and 
wages account, the Emergency Medical Services general expense account, and further, to authorize a sum of 
money in estimated receipts of the Emergency Medical Services to be used to offset said appropriation in 
accordance with MGL Chapter 44, Section 53E, or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Administrator 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to appropriate the sum of $795,601 to the Emergency Medical Services salaries and 
wages account, the sum of $298,669 to the Emergency Medical Services general expense account and further, 
to authorize a sum of money in estimated receipts of the Emergency Medical Services to be used to offset said 
appropriation in accordance with Massachusetts General Law, Chapter 44, Section 53E.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
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The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:      11  
 
To see if the town will vote to rescind the action taken on Article 19 of the April 22, 2013 Town meeting or 
take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the School Committee 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to rescind the action taken on Article 19 of the April 22, 2013 Town  
meeting.  Second  
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    12  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer care, custody and control of the Everett School, so called, and as 
further described in a filing on file of the Office of the Town Clerk, from the School Committee held for 
school purposes, to the Board of Selectmen for general municipal purposes, including sale or other 
disposition, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Board of Selectmen at the request of the School Committee 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town will vote to transfer care, custody and control of the Everett School, so called, and as 
further described in a filing on file of the Office of the Town Clerk, from the School Committee held for 
school purposes, to the Board of Selectmen for general municipal purposes, including sale or other 
disposition.  Second 
 
VOTE:  2/3 MAJORITY FAVORABLE – NON-COUNTED VOTE – DECLARED 
              BY MODERATOR  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    13 
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, borrow or transfer from available funds, an amount of money to be 
expended under the direction of Wareham School Committee for the installation of a new roof system for 
Wareham High School, 7 Viking Drive, Wareham, MA 02571.  This project will include the removal of the 
existing roof system, removal of wet or damaged installation, repair of the roof deck as needed and 
installation of a new roof system.  This installation would materially extend the useful life of the school and 
preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program and for which the 
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Town may be eligible for a school construction grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(“MSBA”).  The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary 
program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the Town incurs in excess of any 
grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the Town.  Any grant that 
the Town may receive from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) sixty-eight percent 
(68%) of eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant 
amount determined by the MSBA, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the School Committee 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town appropriate the amount of two million, seven hundred and eight thousand, nine hundred 
and twenty two dollars ($2,708,922) for the purpose of paying costs of installation of a new roof system for 
Wareham High School, 7 Viking Drive, Wareham, MA 02571, including the payment of all costs incidental 
or related thereto (known as the “Project”),  which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful 
life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational 
program, and for which the Town may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Wareham School Committee.  To 
meet this appropriation, the Town Treasurer is authorized to borrow said amount under M.G.L. Chapter 44, or 
pursuant to any other enabling authority.  The Town acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a 
non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and any project costs the 
Town incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility 
of the Town; provided further that any grant that Town may receive from the MSBA for the Project shall not 
exceed the lesser of (1) sixty-eight percent (68%) of eligible, approved project costs, as determined by the 
MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the MSBA; provided that the amount of 
borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project 
Funding Agreement that may be executed between the Town and the MSBA.  Second 
 
VOTE:   2/3 UNANIMOUS VOTE – FAVORABLE – DECLARED BY MODERATOR 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 9-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:   14  
 
To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Sales of Cemetery Lots and 
Graves, the sum of $122,000.00 and said sum to be expended by the Cemetery Commissioners for the care, 
improvement, embellishment or enlargement of town cemeteries, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen as provided by G.L. c.114, s.27, or take any other action relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Cemetery Commissioners 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move that the Town vote to transfer from Receipts Reserved for Appropriation Sales of Cemetery Lots and 
Graves, the sum of $32,000, said sum to be expended by the Cemetery Commissioners for the care, 
improvement, embellishment or enlargement of town cemeteries, subject to the approval of the Board of 
Selectmen as provided by General Law, Chapter 114, Section 27.  Second 
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VOTE: UNANIMOUS - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-1 
 
ARTICLE:    15   
 
To see if the Town will vote to hear and act on the report of the Community Preservation Committee, on the 
Fiscal Year 2015 Community Preservation budget and further to reserve for future appropriation from 
Community Preservation Fund FY 2015 estimated annual revenues the following amounts as recommended 
by the Community Preservation Committee (1) $ 40,600 to meet the administrative expenses and all other 
necessary and proper expenses of the Community Preservation Committee for the Fiscal Year 2015; (2) 
$81,200 for Open Space Reserves; (3) $81,200 to Historic Preservation Reserves; and (4) $81,200 to 
Affordable Housing Reserves or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move Article 15 and 16 be taken as a consent agenda, and further I move that the Town vote to approve 
Articles 15 and 16 as written in the Finance Committee Warrant report handbook.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    16  
 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation Fund, Fiscal Year 2015 
estimated annual revenue, or any other available monies in the Community Preservation Fund, under Open 
Space, the sum of $6,822 for payment for debt service on the property known as Bryant Farm, and further to 
appropriate under Historic Preservation, the sum of $95,727 for payment for debt service on the property 
known as Tremont Nail, both voted for purchase by Town Meeting in April 2004, or to do or act in any 
manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli 
 
I move Article 15 and 16 be taken as a consent agenda, and further I move that the Town vote  
to approve Articles 15 and 16 as written in the Finance Committee Warrant report handbook.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
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ARTICLE:   17  
 
To see if the town will vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation Unallocated funds, or any other 
monies available in the Community Preservation Fund, under the category of Recreation/ Historic 
Preservation, the sum of $11,000 for an Onset Bath House Engineering Survey, or to do or act in any manner 
relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Community Preservation Committee 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to appropriate from the Community Preservation Unallocated Funds, under the 
category of recreation/Historic Preservation, the sum of $11,000 for an Onset Bath House Engineering 
Survey.  Second 
 
VOTE: MAJORITY - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    18  
 
To see if the Town will vote to change the submission dates of the budget by the Town Administrator and the 
School Committee, or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
In section 5-2(a) remove the words: 
The budget adopted by the school committee shall be submitted to the Town Administrator in sufficient time 
to enable him to prepare the total town budget he is required to submit by section 5-3 
 
And insert the words: 
The final budget adopted by the school committee shall be submitted to the Town Administrator no later than 
20 days before his required date of submission per section 5-3 in order to prepare a total town budget. 
 
In section 5-3 remove the words: 
No later than December 15th  
 
And insert the words: 
No later than January 25th 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move to approve the Charter change in Article 18 as printed in the Warrant.     Second 
 
VOTE: 2/3 VOTE - UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE – DECLARED BY MODERATOR 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 

57



ARTICLE:    19  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the by-law of the Town of Wareham, Animal Control, Division VIII, 
Article II, Section 3, BEACH/MARSH, by Amending this section to be titled BEACH/MARSH/TOWN 
OF WAREHAM PUBLIC BUILDINGS and adding the following text in paragraph one after the end of the 
first sentence: 
 
“All domestic animals, dogs and/or cats, are not allowed in any public building, on or off a leash, under the 
control of the Town of Wareham.  All registered Service dogs, when accompanied by the owner, Animal 
Control Officer and/or Police Official, shall be the only exception to this section of the by-law,” or to do or act 
in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Town Clerk 
 
MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move to approve the Bylaw change in Article 19 as printed in the warrant.  Second 
 
VOTE: MAJORITY – UNFAVORABLE – MOTION FAILS   
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 2-2-3 
 
ARTICLE:     20  
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the layout on file with the Town Clerk of the following roads as public 
ways: Bachant Way and Lynne Road, and further that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to take by 
eminent domain or accept as donations portions of the privately owned property that include the layout of said 
roadways; or to do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
 
MOTION: Alan Slavin 
 
I move to pass over this article.  Second 
 
VOTE: UNANIMOUS - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 0-5-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action  
 
ARTICLE:   21  
 
To see if the Town will vote to accept the layout on file with the Town Clerk of the following road as a public 
way: Cranberry Lane, and further that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to take by eminent domain 
or accept as donations portions of the privately owned property that include the layout of said roadways; or to 
do or act in any manner relative thereto. 
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen 
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MOTION: Joan Fontes 
 
I move that the Town vote to accept the layout on file with the Town Clerk of the following road as a public 
way: Cranberry Lane, and further that the Town authorize the Board of Selectmen to take by eminent domain 
or accept as donations portions of the privately owned property that include the layout of said roadways. 
Second 
 
PLANNING BOARD – George Barrett, Chairman 
 
In accordance to the Street Acceptance Procedure, the Planning Board did hold a public hearing on this issue 
on March 24, 2014 and we voted 4-0-0 in favor of the street acceptance.  The roadway and the subdivision 
have been inspected and all deficiencies have been corrected by the Developer.   He should be commended for 
that, we don’t see that happen very often, and we voted to support the acceptance of Cranberry Lane as a town 
way.   
 
VOTE: MAJORITY - FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 7-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:      22 
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Laws to add Article 18 – Transfer Development Rights 
(Zoning By-Law) Rules and Regulations, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
 
Inserted by the Board of Selectmen at the request of the Planning Board 
 
MOTION: Bonnie Cottuli  
 
I move to approve Article 22 as printed in the handout.  Second 
 
PLANNING BOARD CHAIRMAN – George T. Barrett 
 
What you see before you in the handout is a bylaw that would create a Transfer Development Rights.  That in 
a nutshell is the ability for a property owner or a group of property owners to transfer their rights to develop 
their property to another location and preserve that piece of property with a conservation restriction.   What 
this does for the Town is it promotes its development in areas of the town that are already developed, that 
already have roads, possibly sewer.  The infrastructure is already in place, so it doesn’t add additional costs to 
the town to maintain that, and it also provides that land that is currently undeveloped stays that way.  It 
preserves natural resources, habitat, environmentally sensitive areas, watershed areas.  It gives us 
development like we’ve seen but with the added benefit of preserving lands for the future.  That process could 
promote possibly the senior developments, retirement communities, multi-family units.  What we see is a 
great many ways that this could benefit the town.  It could benefit individual property owners by providing 
them with a means to preserve their property for the future that some people desire to do, but sometimes 
financial factors inhibit that.  As I said earlier it benefits us by putting development where we already have the 
services.  It benefits the developer by not having to repeat those services and build miles of roadway that the 
town would have to maintain in the future and what they commonly call sprawl;  spreading out your services 
way too thin.  This bylaw, the document you see before you is a group effort.  We’ve had input from SRPRD, 
we’ve had input from our attorney, Jon Whitten,  as well as Bob Iafrates, our director of Inspectional Services; 
Charlie Rowley, our consulting engineer; David Pichette, Conservation agent; Ken Ferreira, the chairman of 
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the Board of Appeals; Alan Slavin, Selectman; and impute from Ed Pacewich, citizen; and SRPRD, if I didn’t 
mention it before.  I know that some of the frequently asked questions regarding this is somehow it’s going to 
put bad development in your community.  I would venture to guess that the majority of people in the room 
don’t know what kind of development could happen in their area of the town under the auspices of 40B or 
some other development.   We’re not seeking to create bad development.  This is a tool that gives us the 
opportunity to create planned, good development that the town and the developer can equally benefit;  
hopefully a little more on the town side.  I know some of the other instances or questions that have come up 
have been the need, the market need for this.  But we at the Planning Board don’t feel that it’s our place to 
expend funds to check the market.   That would be up to a developer to decide whether or not he wants to go 
forward with this if the market was there for it; if we wait until the market’s there, than we’ve already missed 
the boat.  The Planning Board did hold a public hearing on this on March 24, 2014 and we voted 3-1-0 in favor 
of moving this forward and I will reserve the rest of my time answering any questions that may come up.  
Thank you. 
 
MOTION:  Erving Russell 
 
I amend this article to further study.  Second 
 
VOTE ON 
AMENDMENT:    MAJORITY – UNFAVORABLE – MOTION FAILS 
 
VOTE ON MAIN 
MOTION: 166 AFFIRMATIVE – 76 NEGATIVE – FAVORABLE  

2/3 MAJORITY DECLARED BY MODERATOR  
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 4-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 6-0-0 
 
ARTICLE:    23  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend Division VIII by adding Article IV.  “Registration and maintenance of 
abandoned or foreclosed buildings, structures, and properties.” 
 
In general the by-law imposes maintenance obligations on owner’s of foreclosing properties, and requires 
such owner’s to register with the Town and pay an initial and annual registration fee in the amount of $100.00. 
 
Inserted by Joseph Mulkern, et. al. 
 
NOTE:  this article is reproduced exactly as presented, in accordance with the law. 
 
MOTION: Joseph Mulkern 
 
I move that the Town of Wareham vote to accept an addition to the bylaws by adding to Division VIII a new 
Article IV, titled Registration and Maintenance of abandoned or foreclosed buildings, Structures, and 
properties as shown on the screen and printed in the handout.  Second 
 
MOTION:   William Heaney 
 
I move the question.  Second 
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VOTE: UNANIMOUS – FAVORABLE ACTION 
 
VOTE ON 
MAIN MOTION:  93 AFFIRMATIVE – 145 NEGATIVE – MOTION FAILS 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 1-4-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 0-5-1 
 
ARTICLE:    24  
 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the zoning By Laws for Accessory Buildings in Residential Districts. 
 
Inserted by David W. Fenton, et. al. 
 
NOTE:  this article is reproduced exactly as presented, in accordance with the law. 
 
MOTION: David Fenton 
 
I move to amend Table 625 in the Zoning By-laws, Article 6: Density and Dimensional Regulations, by 
changing the residential Districts column, which currently lists limitations of Side 10 feet, Rear 15 feet, 
Height 20 feet, by placing an asterisk after each such number, and by placing a footnote at the bottom of Table 
625 which shall read as follows: “*For lots 10,000 square feet and under the limits shall be Side: 5 feet, Rear: 
5 feet side and Height: 25 feet”, and to insert such changes into Table 625.  Second 
 
PLANNING BOARD REPORT:  George Barrett, Chairman 
 
Planning Board did hold a public hearing on this issue on March 24, 2014 and we voted 4-0-0 to support the 
article.  We feel that we agree with Mr. Fenton in that it does penalize people with small lots where space is a 
premium, and these setbacks sort of reflect existing conditions in the town where for a long period in our 
history these were the setbacks and everybody was okay with them.  
 
MOTION: Wilma Engerman 
 
I am making an amendment for further study.  Second 
 
VOTE ON  
AMENDMENT:  MAJORITY – UNFAVORABLE – AMENDMENT FAILS 
 
VOTE ON  
MAIN MOTION: 2/3 MAJORITY - FAVORABLE - DECLARED BY MODERATOR 
 
The Board of Selectmen voted:  Favorable Action 5-0-0 
The Finance Committee voted:  Favorable Action 4-1-4 
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You are hereby directed to serve this Warrant by posting attested copies thereof on or before Friday, February 
21, 2014 in at least one public place in each precinct within the Town, and by publishing a copy of the Warrant 
on or before March 13, 2014.   
 
Hereof fail not and make sure due return of this Warrant with your doings thereon to the Town Clerk of the 
time and place of said meeting. 
 
Given under our hands this 18th day of February in the year 2014. 
 
 WAREHAM BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
  
 ___________________________________ 
 Peter W. Teitelbaum, Chairman 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 Alan H. Slavin, Clerk 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 Stephen M. Holmes 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 Patrick G. Tropeano 
 
 ___________________________________ 
       Judith Whiteside 
 
A True Copy 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Stephen P. Coughlin 
Constable of Wareham 
 
DATE:  February 19, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

62



Plymouth § 
 
DATE:  __ February 19, 2014 
 

Pursuant to the within Warrant, I have notified the inhabitants of the Town of Wareham herein described, to 
meet at the time and place for the purpose within mentioned by posting attested copies thereof in at least one 
public place in each precinct within the town on or before February 21, 2014 and by causing this Warrant to be 
published on or before March 13, 2014. 
 
DATE: _ February 19, 2014        _________________________________ 

Stephen P. Coughlin 
         Constable of Wareham 

 
The original posting with return made was delivered to Town Clerk Mary Ann Silva. 
 
DATE:  February 19, 2014                         __________________________________ 

Stephen P. Coughlin 
Constable of Wareham 

 
In accordance with the Wareham Charter, Article 2 - Legislative Branch - Section 2-4, Town Meeting 
Warrants, Item (d), I have hand delivered a copy of the Warrant for the Annual Spring Town Meeting to be 
held on April 28, 2014 at 7:00 o'clock p.m. to the: 

 
Town Moderator, Chairman of the Finance Committee 
Chairman of the Planning Board, Chairman of the Capital Planning Committee, Chairman of the 
Personnel Board. 

 
DATE:  February 19, 2014                         __________________________________ 

Stephen P. Coughlin 
                                      Constable of Wareham 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS 
         
ELECTED ASSESSORS: 
Steven F. Curry (2015), Chairman 
James M. McCahill (2017) 
David A. Smith (2014) 
John T. Donahue (2015) 
Priscilla Porter (2017) 
Roxanne Barboza (2016) 
 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE STAFF: 
Elsa Miller, M.A.A., Director of Assessment 
Jacqui Nichols, M.A.A., Director of Assessment 
Barbara M. LeFavor, Chief Assessing Clerk 
Robin E. Maraccini, Department Assistant III 
Nancy L. Roth, Department Assistant III 
Elizabeth A. Tripp, Department Assistant III 
 
The Wareham Board of Assessors and the staff in the assessing department are committed to giving the 
residents and taxpayers of the Town of Wareham quality service in a professional atmosphere.  The main 
objective of the office is to compile fair and equitable valuations for the purpose of taxation.  The town 
currently values all real and personal property.  Motor vehicle and boat valuations are based on guidelines 
set by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, and other State agencies. 
 
The Board of Assessors adjusted the assessed values for the fiscal year 2014, in accordance with the 
triennial certification required by the Department of Revenue.   
 

Tax Rate Summary 
       
       FY12     FY13       FY14 
Town of Wareham     $9.37              $10.47     $10.77 
Wareham Water/Fire Dist.    $1.88    $  2.05     $  2.08 
Onset Water/Fire Dist.    $1.93              $  2.57     $  2.52 
 

Assessed Values by Class 
 
Parcel Type                   FY12                 FY13                 FY14 
Residential   $2,804,016,318 $2,555,537,288 $2,564,930,364 
Commercial                              389,631,822                384,426,652      387,539,876  
Industrial          65,235,610        65,155,310        67,705,310 
Personal Property                  109,974,590      111,450,890                126,046,660 
Exempt        273,214,200      286,499,300      287,524,000  
TOTALS   $3,642,072,540 $3,403,069,440 $3,433,746,210 
 

Tax Levy Borne by Class 
 

Parcel Type       FY12     FY13     FY14 
Residential       $26,273,632     $26,756,475     $27,624,300 
Commercial           3,650,850         4,024,947         4,173,804 
Industrial                          611,257                       682,176                       729,186 
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Personal Property                            1,030,461                    1,166,891                    1,357,523 
Exempt              N/A                    N/A                            N/A 
TOTALS       $31,566,200      $32,630,489      $33,884,813  
 

Levy Percentages Borne by Class 
 

Parcel Type        FY12      FY13        FY14 
Residential    83.2334  81.9984  81.5241 
Commercial    11.5657  12.3349                       12.3176 
Industrial       1.9364                         2.0906    2.1520 
Personal Property     3.2645                         3.5761                         4.0063 
Exempt      0.0000               0.0000    0.0000 
TOTALS             100.0000           100.0000                     100.0000   
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

ANNUAL REPORT FY14 
July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014 

 
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of the Town of Wareham: 
 
The Board of Health hereby submits its annual report for the fiscal period July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. 
 
The Wareham Board of Health administers and coordinates public health programs and services, enforces 
state and local public health regulations and sanitary codes including local regulations promulgated by the 
Board of Health. 
 
Our responsibilities include subsurface sewage disposal plan review, installation and construction 
inspections, food establishment inspections and complaints, Chapter II housing inspections and complaints, 
motel and swimming pool inspections, beach water testing at public and semi-public beaches.  We issue 
construction works permits, food handlers cards, license body art establishments and body artists. The 
Board of Health supervises the visiting nurses, which conduct health clinics, immunization programs and 
communicable disease reporting, The Septic Loan Program continues to be administered by the office of 
Community Development and together with the Board of Health, assists approved property owners with low 
interest loans to upgrade failed septic systems and costs associated with abandonment of septic systems and 
connection to municipal sewer. 
 
The Wareham Board of Health is affiliated with the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, 
Emergency Preparedness Plymouth County Regional Coalition, for purposes related to regional public 
health emergency preparedness including acts of bioterrorism, and outbreaks of infectious disease. The 
Wareham Board of Health in conjunction with State and Federal health departments have developed 
emergency plans binders containing Infectious Disease Emergency Plans (IDEP), Risk Communication 
Plans, Continuity of Operations Plans (COOP), and Emergency Dispensing Site plans (EDS), which meet 
requirements of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) designed to address all public health emergencies. 
Cape Cod Visiting Nurse Association of Cape Cod is contracted to perform programs and services including 
health counseling, blood pressure screenings, wellness presentations, home visits to adults/seniors, flu 
clinics, communicable disease surveillance and follow-up investigations. We administered annual flu 
vaccinations. There is no shortage of flu vaccine in 2014.  
 
The Town of Wareham under direction of the Wareham Board of Health is associated with the 
Middleborough Area Medical Reserve Corps, serving Middleborough, Wareham, Marion, Mattapoisett and 
Rochester, for purposes of staffing Emergency Dispensing Sites in the event of infectious diseases or bio-
terrorism incidents. 
 
The Board of Health promulgated regulations to establish a Rental Housing Inspection program to reduce 
the number of Chapter II, Housing complaints. 
 
Funding: $900.00 for phone service charges for 2013-2014 
   $400.00 Ipad data service charges for 2013-2014 
 
Projects 
Services Performed:      
 Perc Tests  ............................................ 55  
 Title 5 Installation Inspections ........... 110 

66



Complaints Investigated:    
 Chapter II ............................................. 65 
 
Housing Compliance Officer:   
 Chapter II Inspections ........................ 170 
 Re-Inspections  .................................... 50 
 Orders to Correct  ................................ 50 
 
Revenues: 
The following revenues have been recorded during fiscal year 2014 and include: All Food Service Permits, 
Food Handler Permits, Tobacco Sales Permits, Percolation Tests, Plan Reviews, Septic Installer Licenses 
and Tests, Title V Filing Fees, Title V Certificates, All Septic Installation and SSDS Repair Permits, 
Variance Hearing Fees, Stables, Wells, Pools, Body Art Permits, Tanning, B&B Units, Motels/Cabins, 
Mobile Home Parks, Lodging Houses, Campgrounds, Sewer Haulers, Rubbish Haulers, Public Information 
Requests, Copies, Chapter II Housing Inspections, Beach Water Testing, Beach Permits, Tobacco Permits, 
Reimbursements and other miscellaneous Items. 
 $151,742 
 
The Board of Health would like to thank the Board of Selectmen, Administration Offices, Wareham Police 
Department, Wareham Fire Department, Onset Fire Department, Community and Economic Development 
Authority, Municipal Maintenance, Wareham Senior and Social Services, Animal Control, Water Pollution 
Control, Wareham and Onset Water Districts, School Department, Recreation, Recycling, Wareham 
Housing Authority, Harbormaster’s Office, Inspectional Services, Data Processing, Wareham Emergency 
Medical Services, and all Boards, Commissions, committees and the citizens of the Town of Wareham for 
their support and cooperation throughout the year.  
 
The Wareham Board of Health website is available @ www.wareham.ma.us/publicdocuments/ 
warehammahealth/index 
 
Facebook/Wareham Board of Health  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Robert M. Ethier, Health Agent 
 
Frank DeFelice, Chairman 
Glenn Monteiro, Member 
Amy Wiegandt, M.D., Member 
Cathy Phinney, R.N., Associate Member 
Ken Ferreira, Associate Member 
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REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
FY’14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by: 
Salvador Pina 

October 1, 2014 
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REPORT OF THE 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

 
The Wareham Community and Economic Development Authority (CEDA) was created by legislation 
enacted in 2004 and amended in 2007. CEDA is the Town’s Community and Economic Development 
Planning Agency and has administrative responsibility and oversight for the Town’s Community and 
Economic Development projects and initiatives. CEDA is guided by a seven member Board of Directors 
and two Advisory Councils. The Advisory Councils provide input to the CEDA Board while the CEDA 
Board provides budget oversight and planning guidance to the Director. The Board is responsible for 
recommending plans and actions to the Board of Selectmen for their review and approval. 
 
The following residents have been appointed to the CEDA Board, and its Advisory Councils: 
 
Community and Economic Development Authority 
Jean Connaughton  Term Expires June 30, 2015 
Robert Fichtenmayer  Term Expires June 30, 2015 
Kat Jones   Term Expires June 30, 2015 
Paula Hamilton  Term Expires June 30, 2016 
Rudolph Santos, Jr.  Term Expires June 30, 2016 
Bob Brady   Term Expires June 30, 2017 
Michael Fitzgerald  Term Expires June 30, 2017 
 
Staffing 
The Rehabilitation Specialists, Mr. Richard Longton, retired from the CEDA office on May 23, 2014 after 
10 years of service. The current staff consists of a full-time Director, a full-time Grants Manager, a part-
time Department Secretary and a part-time Rehabilitation Inspector. Below is a list of the individuals who 
currently fill these positions: 
 

• Salvador Pina, Director 
• Karen Hamilton, Grants Manager 
• Corinne Tracey-Fijalkowski, Department Secretary 
• Dan Gifford, Rehabilitation Inspector 

 
Funding 
The majority of CEDA’s funds come through the State’s Mini-Entitlement Program Community 
Development Block Grant program, administered by the Department of Housing and Community 
Development (DHCD). During the past year CEDA received $900,000 in grant funds from the program. 
CEDA used these funds to administer a Housing Rehabilitation Program, Public Social Services, and a 
Streetscape Initiative in Wareham Village. CEDA also receives Program Income (PI) funds. PI funds are 
generated through the repayment of housing rehabilitation loans. These funds are considered Community 
Development Block Grant Funds and may only be used for activities that are eligible under the State’s 
Mini-Entitlement Community Development Block Grant Program. In addition to its grant funds, CEDA also 
owns two properties that generate revenue on an annual basis. CEDA is a self-sufficient Town Department 
and receives no funding from the Town’s annual budget. 
 
The Housing Rehabilitation Program  
CEDA provides assistance to eligible Wareham residents who need help with correcting code violations and 
rehabilitating their homes. To be eligible, a property owner must live in the property as his/her primary 
residence, reside in the target area and meet a low or moderate income guideline, or rent the property on a 
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year-round basis at a federally approved affordable rate, to a tenant who meets a low or moderate income 
guideline. Emergency projects outside the target area may also quality for assistance. During the past year 
CEDA provided assistance to eight (8) homeowners. 
  
Public Facilities and Improvements 
CEDA initiated Phase III of the Wareham Village Streetscape Project. The cost of Phase III was estimated 
at approximately $555,000 and completed under budget with final costs at the time of this writing at 
$451,218.70. Phase III was completed in June of 2014 and included: replacement of existing concrete 
sidewalks and installation of electric conduits, ornamental streetlights, benches, drainage improvements, 
concrete/brick pavers, roadway reconstruction and associated grading/landscaping.  
 
Public Social Service Programs 
CEDA supported Public Services Programs by awarding grants to non-profits. CEDA provided $125,000 to 
support: the Christopher Donovan Day School, Boys & Girls Club, Domestic Violence Program, Damien’s 
Pantry, and the Turning Point Day Resource Center. Each grantee received $25,000. These programs 
provided a wide range of services to low-moderate income residents. Services included: crisis intervention 
and outreach, food, shelter, clothing, and housing vouchers to help families in need, after school homework 
assistance program and educational services to children with special needs. Approximately 3,700 people 
received services through these programs. 
 
FY’14 Planning Activities 
Business to Business Expo - On May 29, 2014, CEDA in partnership with the Cape Cod Canal Region 
Chamber of Commerce hosted a Business to Business Expo at the Bay Pointe Country Club. The focus of 
the Expo was on business opportunities arising from emerging development. Guest speakers included: Tom 
Cahir, Executive Director, Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority Christian Lafrance, Lafrance Hospitality 
Group, and Paul Cripps, Director Plymouth County Convention and Visitors Bureau.  
 
Route I-195 Information Center - CEDA currently contracts with a consultant to manage the Route I-195 
Information Center. The Center is a self-sustaining operation and is funded with the support of businesses 
who subscribe to rack space for advertising and provide donations to assist with operations. This year the 
CEDA received a $15,000 grant from the MA Office of Travel and Tourism. During the summer, more than 
30,000 tourists visited the center from all 50 American States and 39 countries worldwide. The Route I-195 
Information Center in Wareham is the #1 Information Center on the I-95/ I-195 Route from New York.     
 
Title V Septic Program - The Title V Septic Program provides low interest loans to help Wareham residents 
replace failed septic systems or tie into Town sewer. The program is funded through the Department of 
Environmental Protection. To date the program has provided Betterment Loans of approximately $1.4 M to 
more than 215 residents. 
 
Community Events Support - Finally, CEDA continued its work supporting local community events by 
donating $15,000 towards the 2014 Summer Celebration, $1,000 to the 2014 Cape Verdean Festival, and 
$225 to the Wareham Fireworks Fund. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Salvador Pina 
 
Salvador Pina, Director 
Community & Economic Development Authority 
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REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE 
2014 

 
TO:   The Honorable Board of Selectman  
  and the Citizens of the Town of Wareham     
 
The Community Events Committee’s mission is to sponsor and encourage community events, projects, 
activities, services, programs, and public improvements which are of mutual interest to the visitors and 
residents of the Town of Wareham and which strengthen the Town by fostering community involvement 
and spirit.  This money was collected by the Mass. Dept. of Revenue from the hotel/motel/bed and breakfast 
room tax revenue and parking receipts and a portion has been reimbursed to the Town of Wareham for 
promotional purposes. This legislative act was filed in 2007 and had been ongoing since.  Our meetings are 
scheduled the third Monday of each month and are open to the public 
 
Please be advised that we have awarded the following non-profit organizations/groups the following grants 
for the purpose of advertising and promoting the Town of Wareham for 2014.  We hope to get approval at 
the Fall Town Meeting for funding in 2015. 
 
Onset Bay Association .................................. $7,035 
Includes advertising and promoting : OBA Kayak Poker Run; July 4th Fireworks, Illumination Night, 
Lantern Lighting; Blues Festival, Summer of Fun Music Series, Farmers Market, Shakespeare in the Park; 
Street Festival, Christmas in the Park, and Family Fun Day; radio advertising; magazine advertising; 
(banners on pier) 

 
Route I 195 Visitors Center.......................... $1,000 
(Brochure/booklet advertising Wareham Events) 
 
Wareham Historic Society .............................. $290 
(Advertising events & banners) 
 
Cape Verdean Festival.................................. $3,500 
(Promoting & advertising the annual event) 
 
Summer of 2014 ............................................ $2,500 
(Promoting the bi-centennial upcoming events) 
 
Town Wareham Fireworks ........................ $16,000 
These funds pay for (Police, municipal maintenance, harbormaster & EMS – ONLY). The Fireworks 
Committee is responsible for raising funds for the fireworks. 
 
Under the 2014 program, we were not approved for funding due to an issue with the funding mechanism.  
We had funds of $30,325 which we used to award the applicants for this year’s scheduled events.   All 
participants in this program are required to submit detailed reports and receipts before they are reimbursed.   
 
In 2012 we had set aside $21,000 for the Wareham Parking Kiosk Program for the purchase of the kiosks in 
order to generate additional funding for community events.  This program is underway and appears to be 
successful. 
 
We wish to thank all those who submitted applications for this funding program. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan J. Ricci-Sohn, Chairman 
 
Committee Members: 
Linda Gay, Recording Secretary 
Lori Benson, Member 
Joan Fontes, Finance Committee Representative 
Jean Connaughton, CEDA Representative 
Alan Slavin, BOS Liaison 
Derek Sullivan, Town Administrator 
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION FY14 
 
The Conservation Commission has the responsibility of protecting Wareham's valuable coastal and 
freshwater resource areas.  The Commission regulates projects, which may have an impact on any wetland 
resource area.   This year, 79 public hearings were held (42 Notices of Intent and 37 Requests for 
Determination of Applicability) on a wide variety of projects.  These projects ranged from small-scale home 
repairs to commercial construction.  The Commission also investigated reported violations of illegal 
construction, pollution, and destruction of wetlands. 

The Commission will continue to try to increase public awareness of the Wetlands Protection Act and the 
Wareham Wetland Protective By-Law and the important functions that wetlands serve.  In a coastal 
community such as Wareham, it is increasingly important for its residents to be aware of our fragile 
environment.  There are pamphlets available at the Conservation Office, which explain the roles of 
Conservation Commissioners and the functions of the wetlands, which they protect. 

The scope and nature of projects submitted to the Conservation Commission to review vary widely. Seawall 
reconstructions, pier projects, single-family dwellings, and septic repair projects comprise the majority of 
new applications the Commission reviews.   

In terms of larger scale commercial projects, the A.D. Makepeace Co. began work on the Rose Brook Place 
project which involves the construction of a hotel and conference center, a bank, and several other buildings 
designed to accommodate a mixture of commercial and residential uses.  Also, the construction of the new 
Wal-Mart store at the corner of Tobey Road and Cranberry Highway commenced towards the end of the 
fiscal year.  These projects will require ongoing monitoring as they progress.      

In November of 2013, the Conservation Commission officially opened the Douglas S. Westgate 
Conservation Area and Riverwalk.  Access and parking for this 50 acre conservation area is off of Papermill 
Road.  The site offers scenic hiking trails along the Weweantic River, around cranberry bogs, and through 
mature woodlands.  The Westgate Conservation Area adjoins another Town owned conservation property 
known as the Fearing Hill Conservation area.  These two areas combine to create 116 acres of contiguous 
Town owned conservation land along the Weweantic River.         

A project aimed at reducing nutrient loads in White Island Pond was conducted in the spring of 2014.  
Aquatic Control Technolgies orchestrated the project which was designed to bind up excess phosphorus in 
an effort to reduce algae blooms in the pond.  Plant growth is accelerated in freshwater systems when too 
much phosphorus is present.  The excess nutrients combined with sunlight and warmer temperatures 
provide optimal conditions for algae blooms to occur, primarily in the summer season.  In recent years, 
these algae blooms have reduced water clarity and impacted water quality in the pond.   The project was 
conducted within both the Wareham and Plymouth portions of the pond.   

The Conservation Administrator, David Pichette, continued to serve as the Town’s representative to, and 
Chairman of, the Buzzards Bay Action Committee(BBAC).  Mr. Pichette has continued to attend the 
monthly meetings of the BBAC which involve discussions on a variety of important topics.  These 
discussions have been informative and timely in terms of looking at issues that need to be addressed to 
improve and preserve the long term health of Buzzards Bay.  Future grant opportunities were also discussed.   
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The Commission will continue to promote the importance of protecting open space.  Open space properties 
serve as wildlife habitat and also provide natural areas for the public to enjoy.    The Wareham Land Trust 
has also been very active increasing Wareham’s protected open space.   The Town of Wareham has 
partnered with the Land Trust and the Buzzards Bay Coalition on several land acquisition projects.  The 
Commission appreciates the hard work of both the Wareham Land Trust and the Buzzards Bay Coalition, 
and their continued efforts to promote projects aimed at the preservation of environmentally sensitive areas 
in town. 

The Commission has been actively involved with addressing several wetland violations, some of which 
have resulted in significant impacts to wetland resource areas.  The Commission may issue fines to 
violators.  Violators may be property owners and/or contactors performing unpermitted activities in 
proximity to wetland resource areas.  Property owners considering building projects, land clearing, filling, 
landscaping activities, etc., within areas subject to Conservation Commission jurisdiction should consult 
with the Conservation Administrator prior to conducting said activities to avoid violations and the potential 
expenses (fines, wetland restoration costs) associated with violations. 

A total of $17,563.90 has been collected this year by the Conservation Commission for Wetland Permit 
filing fees.   The Commission also took in $800.00 collected in fines issued for violations of Wetland Laws. 

The conservation office is staffed by a part-time secretary, Kelly Barrasso, who does an excellent job 
keeping the office running efficiently, and full-time Conservation Administrator, David D. Pichette.  The 
Conservation Commission meets regularly at 7:00 P.M., the first and third Wednesday of every month.  
Occasionally, additional special meetings are held due to a heavy case load or emergency situations. 
 
Wareham Conservation Commission, 

John Connolly, Chairman 

Sandy Slavin, Vice Chairman 

Kenneth Baptiste 

Donald Rogers 

Louis Caron Jr. 

Mark Carboni 

Joe Leggett  

Joe Mulkern, Associate Member 
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REPORT OF THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (EMS) DEPARTMENT 

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator and Citizens of Wareham 

I am pleased to submit the report of the EMS department for FY14. We remain very busy with our 
emergency responses. We responded to over 3800 calls for service last year with 2737 patients being 
transported. Of those 2737, 1667 were ALS (advanced) transports and 1070 were BLS (basic) resulting in 
EMS revenues of $1,211,991.71. 

The new 2014 Ram 5500 four wheel drive ambulance was delivered at the end of this fiscal year. After we 
install radios and equipment it should be placed in service the first couple of weeks in July, 2014. That still 
leaves us with two older ambulance that are subject to frequent breakdowns. They are maintained as best as 
can be either through the efforts of the Municipal Maintenance mechanics or local dealer, but they are a 
2001 model 13 years old and a 2006 model 8 years old. They have systems that are wearing out and need 
replacement. 

The EMS budget addresses this issue; the town administrator has built a capital payment into the budget that 
will pay for a lease payment on a new ambulance every three years at no expense to the town. The 
department takes no tax dollars and is 100% self-sufficient using revenue from ambulance billing. 

We have lost revenue because of lack of vehicles on the road, either due to breakdown, routine maintenance 
of lack of manpower. Wareham only has one manned ambulance covering the whole town, with the other 
two in reserve manned by off duty personnel in response to additional calls if the primary ambulance is 
committed. Effective July 1, 2014, we will be manning a second ambulance during our peak hours of 
response 9am to 9 pm with a second crew. This will reduce our reliance on our neighboring towns and keep 
some of that revenue in town; any ambulance revenue over the authorized EMS budget goes to the town as 
free cash, which is available for the town to spend after it is certified by the state DOR. During the hours of 
9pm to 9am we will return to one manned ambulance with additional call out as needed. 

Depending on future revenue we should look to manning the second ambulance additional hours in the 
interest of public safety, since in EMS minutes count. 

I would like to thank the EMS staff both full and part time for their commitment and dedication to the 
department. Also the other public safety departments in town, the Wareham Police, Fire and Harbormasters 
Departments and the Onset Fire Departments for responding to our requests for assistance. Thanks to the 
Municipal Maintenance Department for keeping our ambulances running and clearing the roads for us. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Evans, EMS Director  
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

To Town Meeting voters: 

The decisions that you face tonight are important to the future of the Town of Wareham. In the simplest of 
terms, you will decide the path we take over the next five years. The Finance Committee recognized that in 
order to make this decision we needed to provide more information, therefore the  balanced budget (Article 
#6) contained in the Town Meeting Warrant and Report of the Finance Committee includes a five year 
projection as does the contingent appropriation (Article #7). This will allow the voters to see the impact to 
the town through 2019.  We have added appendices to the report that include the rules of town meeting, a 
glossary of terms, the detailed EMS budget, and the detail for the Sewer Enterprise budget. It is our belief 
that well informed voters will make wise decisions.  

Balanced Budget 

The balanced budget shows a structural deficit of $7.2M over the next 4 years. That number does not 
include the $2.5M that was reduced from the F/Y 2015 budget in order to balance it. In total, the budget 
scenario shows a total of $9.7M in reductions for a five year period. The balanced budget does not include 
funding for stabilization and minimal capital for police vehicles. Expected growth of revenue through 2019 
is 11.2% while the expected growth of expenditures through 2019 is 16.6%. The balanced budget does not 
include funding for stabilization and minimal capital for police vehicles. 

 The Finance Committee voted favorable action on the balanced budget but we recognize that this budget 
does not meet the needs of the town voters. However, to continue operation of the town as of July 1, 2014 
(F/Y 2015) we are required by law to present a balanced budget.  

Employee benefits expenditures grow $4.0M or 32.9% through 2019. This is an extremely critical area that 
will require considerable effort to address the impact on future budgets. Another area of concern is County 
& State Assessments, which includes School Choice. The projected impact within the balanced budget is a 
51% or $1.5M.  

With each year it becomes more difficult to cut the budget without impacting core services. The continued 
fiscal problems in Wareham results in fewer teachers and school staff, fewer police officers, less money for 
technology, and less money for maintenance of our infrastructure. It will also impact our ability to borrow 
even at higher rates due to our ability to pay, and leave the Town exposed in the face of unexpected 
challenges.  

It is difficult to project cuts beyond F/Y 2017. We will have reduced services by $4.4M by that point. 

Contingent Appropriation 

The contingent appropriation seeks to appropriate $4.5M in tax revenue to address several critical areas and 
position the town for the future. It does not fix all the problems, but it does put us on the right path. It will 
require good sound fiscal management by our leaders and a commitment to the plan.  

It seeks to fund stabilization with $2M through F/Y 2018; address capital needs, reinstate needed services 
and employees, and fund additional employees that enhance services for Wareham voters.  
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While Town Meeting will vote on this article, the contingent appropriation will require a vote of the 
Selectmen to place this on a special election ballot. If the ballot question passes, it becomes the new 
balanced budget.  

Conclusion 

Article #6 and Article #7 paint a deep contrast in the future of Wareham. We have compounded a structural 
deficit with poor fiscal management of the past decade. Lacking a plan, we have made unfortunate decisions 
that negatively affect our fiscal health.  

The budget and contingent appropriation was not a school plan combined with a town plan, this was a 
cooperative effort where both parties sat down at the same table and worked on a Town budget and 
contingent appropriation. We have bright and talented leadership that sees the value of working together for 
the common good of the Town of Wareham. The leadership of Wareham must now demonstrate their 
commitment to sound fiscal management in order to regain the trust of the voters.  

We ask the voters to support our efforts to invest in the Town of Wareham.  

Thank you, 

Larry McDonald, Chairman-Wareham Finance Committee 

Marilyn Donahue, Vice Chairman 

Bonnie Cottuli, Clerk 

Dominic Cammarano 

Tom Worthen 

Jeffrey Tufts 

Joan Fontes 

Marilyn Jordan 

David Heard 

 

77



Town of Wareham 
Office of the Harbormaster 
48 Marion Road, Wareham Massachusetts 02571 

(508) 291-3100 extension 3186 
harbormaster@wareham.ma.us 

Garry Buckminster 
Harbormaster 
Shellfish Constable  

To the honorable Board of Selectmen and residents of the Town of Wareham, It is my pleasure to submit to 
you the 2014 annual report of the Wareham Harbormaster and Shellfish Department. 

The waterways in the Town of Wareham are truly extraordinary. The popularity of the town's waterways is 
the result of its unique characteristics and accessibility.  

Our coastal infrastructure continues to be one of our greatest concerns.  Areas such as the Onset Pier, 
floating docks and boat ramp are in need of an overhaul.  While we try and maintain these assets to the best 
of our ability, we are at the point where repairs are no longer an option and replacement will be needed for 
some of these assets.  We continue to research funding sources for large projects.  We are anticipating 
partial funding to go towards the needed repairs of the Onset Boat Ramp in late 2014.  This will allow us to 
repair the existing ramp. The boat ramp located on East Blvd is the only public access point for boaters, 
fishermen as well as public safety within all of Onset.  Any further deterioration will require us to close the 
ramp to public use in the very near future.  This action will be devastating for people using our local 
waterways.  
 
While the Town of Wareham as a whole is facing some very difficult times we are continuing to stay 
proactive in the community and promoting our town.  We have added a launch service to Onset Harbor and 
we will be installing additional transient moorings in Onset Harbor.  All of our harbormaster transient 
moorings will be upgraded to a new environmentally friendly mooring system with helix auger anchors to 
reduce impact of the ocean floor.  This system will slowly be phased in as a requirement under the order of 
the United States Army Corp. of Engineers over the next three to five years in areas that have been 
identified to have eelgrass. Our practices are ahead of the curve.   
 
After the approval of fall town meeting we posted a full time position within our department.  After a 
competitive job application process, we have hired a new Deputy Harbormaster/Shellfish Constable.  I 
would like to welcome Michael McGuire onboard.  He brings boating experience, many trades’ skills and 
an educational background in environmental law enforcement and management. 
 
Our Lifejacket loaner program continues to be a success. Boaters are allowed to borrow a Coast Guard 
approved lifejacket for a child if one is needed.  We have incorporated the program into our boating safety 
initiative and we attend fishing derby’s and festivals with water related attractions.  This program was made 
possible by BoatUS Foundation and SeaTow Foundation. 
 
Our aquaculture program has continued with an additional 250,000 oysters growing in our upwellers. These 
oysters will be broadcast into surrounding waters. Our hope is the oyster population will start to make a 
come back to help with water quality and support fishing practices again in the near future.  Many factors 
still make this a difficult process with some uncertainty of success. From a cold winter with ice cover on 
exposed bars to disease that is directly impacting our natural oyster set, we have to accept that there could 
be some setbacks however not doing anything at all could be even more devastating.  Another contributing 
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factor is years of over fishing, a major contributor of stock depletion.  Mother natures ability to replenish is 
greatly overpowered by the demand of the product.  Natural stock oyster harvesting continues to remain 
closed in Wareham in an effort to protect the brute stock for spawning purposes. 
 
Our mooring barge has served our department well for the first year. We have been able to remove 68 
abandoned moorings, numerous navigations hazards, install, remove and maintain over 100 navigational 
aids and assist with our shellfish propagation effort.  This spring our barge was also used for the 275th 
Wareham Incorporation Celebration and the War of 1812 re-enactment to deploy fireworks in the Agawam 
River.  
  
We have now sponsored our eleventh boating safety course instructed by our friends at the Massachusetts 
Environmental Police. The course educated 60 boaters this year.  We have certified 350 new and seasoned 
boaters to date.  
 
The Harbormaster Department operates two pump-out boats, as well as a land-based pump-out station to 
collect waste from boats. This program is also offered at all local marinas and the yacht club for the 
convenience of the boaters. This service is funded in part by the Clean Vessel Act. It is a free service to all 
boaters, but most importantly, this program is helping to keep our fragile waterways clean. 
 
I would like to offer my sincere appreciation to the residents, Board of Selectmen, Town Administrator, the 
dedicated staff of the Harbormasters office, the Marine Resources Committee and fellow municipal 
departments of the Town of Wareham for your continued support and cooperation throughout the year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Rollin G. Buckminster Jr.                                                     
Harbormaster                                                                        
Shellfish Constable                                                
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REPORT OF THE INSPECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT FOR FY2014 
 
TO THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN: 
 
During Fiscal Year 2014 the Inspectional Services Department has seen substantial increase in all permit 
categories which resulted in an increase in revenue. 
 
White the Department has had some staffing changes we continue to maintain a high level of service with our 
current staffing. 
 
The estimated value of all building permits that were issued was $31,942,095.51, which was a substantial 
increase from the previous year of $20,149,283.00 
 
There were 24 new dwelling permits issued with a total construction value of $3,846,210.00 
 
The Department also brought in a total of $534,819.11 in permit revenue which is broken down as follows: 
 

 
 PERMITS REVENUE 
 
BUILDING ........................................................ 1077 .......................... $ 354,328.76 
 
PLUMBING/GAS ............................................... 946 ............................... 83,555.35 
 
ELECTRICAL ..................................................... 672  .............................. 88,780.00 
 
WEIGHTS & MEASURES ......................................................................... 8,155.00 
 
    
TOTAL ................................................................................................  $534,819.11 
 
My department and I wish to express our thanks to the town officials and board members for their cooperation 
and assistance during the fiscal year. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Robert Iafrate 
Director of Inspectional Services 
Zoning Enforcement Officer 
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REPORT OF THE WAREHAM FREE LIBRARY 
FY2014 

 
The Wareham Free Library, to the best of its ability during these fiscal restraints, continued to be a 
comfortable and welcoming place that stimulated people’s imaginations, created young readers, and 
connected residents to the online world in FY 2014.  
 
Circulation of books and materials for the year was 118,647 at the Main Library and 10,047 at the Spinney 
Branch for a total of 128,694.  Adults and teens borrowed 79,827 books, magazines, audio books, compact 
discs, DVD’s, E-books, fishing poles and other items throughout the year. Children borrowed 38,820 items, 
including 30,413 books. We received 21,234 items from other libraries and loaned 22,626 items to other 
libraries. 
 
In FY 2014, the library had 15,751 current active registered borrowers.  The library was open 2,487 hours 
between the main library and the branch. There were 28 public use Internet computers in the libraries. 347 
patrons used these computers during a typical week. In addition, many library patrons used the library’s 
wireless internet services with their own devices. 
 
The children’s services section provided 231 programs. Total attendance at these programs was 4,911. No 
young adult programs were held due to lack of staff. Twenty-five adult programs were held with an 
attendance of 759.  A Love Your Library Rally was held in February 2014. 486 people came to the library 
that day. Showstoppers performed; Rep. Susan Williams Gifford and BOS member Alan Slavin read stories; 
community members provided piano music, jewelry and paper crafts, quilting, gardening, and an overview 
of the Wareham book group and coffee hour were provided. The library meeting rooms were used 473 
times. 
 
Volunteers helped immensely in assisting with carrying out the mission of the library. Ten people 
volunteered on an ongoing basis and provided 830 hours of service. 
 
The Wareham Free Library Trustees and staff pursued a proposal for a CPC grant for the design of a Nature 
Explore area outside the main library, with the approval of the BOS and the Finance Committee, the grant 
was presented to the CPC. At Town meeting on October 28, article 8 was approved to design a Nature 
Explore Outdoor Classroom/ Play Area in the amount of $7,500. The design was completed in December. A 
Nature Explore Committee was formed to promote the project going forward. 
 
The Wareham Free Library Foundation, Inc. conducted its fourth annual appeal to raise money for library 
books and materials. The Foundation held a successful Murder Mystery fundraiser in October. 
 
 
The Friends of the Wareham Free Library, Inc. held regular books sales and continued an ongoing lobby 
book sale and Holiday Fair that helped to support the purchase of new books and materials for the library. 
The Friends held their fourth Library Mini Golf event in February 2014.  The Friends also provided 
operating expenses for the Spinney Memorial Branch Library. 
 
The Reading Partners Adult Literacy Program continued to have a very positive impact on the community. 
The program is currently funded by grants through AD Makepeace, TD Bank and Walmart.  Reading 
Partners continues to help students with reading, writing, test preparation, English and computer basics.  
 

81



The Board of Library Trustees met on a regular basis throughout the year. One board member left the board 
in June 2014, M Kathleen LaFlamme. New members appointed to the board in FY2014 were Rachel 
Kuklinski, Diane O’Brien and James Mendes. 
 
Library substitutes in FY14 were Phyllis Foley, Janis Fuller, Beverly Clements, and Laura Troll. Due to 
budget cuts the teen coordinator position was eliminated at the beginning of FY14 and Head of Reference 
position was eliminated at the end of FY14.  
 
The FY15 budget process was a difficult one for the libraries. A needs based budget of $400,000 was 
presented and subsequently zeroed out. A bare bones budget of $125,000 was reinstated. This put the 
library’s certification with the state in jeopardy. In February, four Library Trustees and two Select Board 
members and the Library Director attended the monthly Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners 
Board meeting to present Wareham’s circumstances. The Board voted in March to decertify the Wareham 
Free Library. The Library Trustees voted to appeal this decision. In April 2014, four Library Trustees and 
two School Committee members joined the Library Director in presenting the appeal of our decertification. 
After a lengthy discussion, the Board voted to rescind their March vote for decertification. They then voted 
to certify the Wareham Free Library for FY14 with the stipulation that the Town provide at least minimal 
funding for the library for FY15 at the FY 13 budget level of $432,485. 
 
 A newly revised budget was submitted to the Town Administrator to adjust the contingency budget 
(dependent on an override) to meet this need. The BOS voted to increase the library line item to the 
requested level by the MBLC. Town Meeting voters approved three articles that included library funding at 
the Annual Town Meeting that concluded April 29, 2014. The articles included $30,000 in Revolving 
Funds; $124,839 in the balance budget; $277,996 in the Prop 2 ½ Supplement Budget for a total of $432, 
845 which would have met the state requirement if the override had passed. On June 17, 2014, the Town 
held an override election. 2,811 voted no to the override and 1.332 voted yes. The library will need to live 
within the bare bones budget for FY15. 
 
Current Board of Library Trustees (9/30/2014)  
Bethany Gay, Chair   
Roger Bacchieri, Vice-Chair 
William “Bob” White, Secretary 
Johnna Fredrickson    
Rachel Kuklinski 
Diane O’Brien 
James Mendes  
 
Judith Whiteside, Board of Selectmen Liaison 
 
Current Library Staff (9/30/2014) 
Denise Medeiros, Library Director, part-time 15 hours per week 
Marcia Hickey, Children’s Librarian, working front desk, 21 hours per week 
Kathy Murphy, Technical Services Librarian, 21 hours per week 
Patty Neal, Library Assistant, 21 hours per week 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Denise Medeiros,  
Library Director 
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REPORT OF THE 
MUNICIPAL MAINTENANCE DEPARTMENT 

& 

TOWN BUILDINGS 
David Menard 95 Charge Pond Road, Wareham, Ma 02571 
Director 508-295-5300    dmenard@wareham.ma.us 

 
Honorable Board of Selectmen and residents of 
Wareham: 
 
I hereby submit my report for the fiscal period  
July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014. 
 
It has been a very busy year for the Municipal 
Maintenance Department with many new changes. 
Mark Gifford retired as Director of Municipal 
Maintenance after 27 years of service. Frank 
Bergamasco, Cemetery and Park Foreman also 
retired with 30 years of service for the Town of 
Wareham. With seventeen years of service to the 
Town, I was appointed Director. The remaining 
staff consists of having Deborah Berchtold, 
Administrative Assistant, Mary Healy, 
Administrative Assistant, Glenn Barrows, Highway 
and Tree Foreman, James Maxim, Master Mechanic 
Heavy Equipment Operators are Jose Duarte, Keith 
Cannon, and Mark Debonise, Truck Driver, Andrew 
White and Laborers are Kevin Hunt and Roger 
Brousseau.  Joseph Edwards is the Town Building 
Foreman with three custodians, Wayne Sellars, 
Patrick Murphy and Donny Lake.  
 
Many of the road reconstructions projects and road 
repairs which the Municipal Maintenance 
Department completed this year as well as ongoing 
projects are funded through the Chapter 90 
program. This program is managed through the state 
and is 100% reimbursable to the town.  After many 
years of disrepair, Glenn Charlie Road was finally 
resurfaced and funded through Chapter 90 monies 
and the design for the reconstruction of Twelfth 
Street is now complete and will be going out to bid 
in the early fall. The design phase for the 
reconstruction of Hotel Street and Ocean Avenue is 
ongoing.  Cranberry Lane became a town accepted 
road and will be added to the roster in order to 
receive additional monies from Chapter 90 funding. 
 
A new Super Walmart will soon be built on Tobey 

Road, Main Street and Cranberry Highway and this 
department will over-see some of the road work for 
the project. 
 
In April of 2014, Governor Patrick released 30 
million dollars to the various cities and towns 
throughout the Commonwealth to assist in meeting 
the challenges of repairing road damages caused by 
this year’s harsh winter.  The Town of Wareham 
was awarded the sum of One Hundred Eight 
Thousand Nine Hundred Ten dollars ($108,910.00) 
as part of the grant offered by the state entitled 
Winter Rapid Recovery Road Program (WRRRP). 
The Town is researching the possibilities of 
purchasing a self-loading trailer mounted, STEPP 
Asphalt Recycler.  The machine would permit 
recycled asphalt to be reheated and allow pot holes 
to be filled in with hot asphalt as opposed to cold 
patch, which does not adhere well in cold weather.  
This will result in a permanent fix as opposed to 
constantly filling pot holes over and over again. It 
will also eliminate the need to purchase additional 
patching materials and would be more cost effective 
to the Municipal Maintenance Department’s budget. 
 The balance of the grant may be used to purchase a 
line painting machine.  This purchase will allow the 
Town to line paint Town accepted roads and 
parking areas more efficiently. 
 
Municipal Maintenance continues to monitor and 
inspect both Parker Mills Pond Dam and Tremont 
Mill Pond Dam. Pare Engineering conducted an 
evaluation, assessment and report for the Parker 
Mills Pond Dam per order of the MADCR Office of 
Dam Safety last year. Besides developing an 
emergency action plan, the report has been used to 
allow the Town to assess the amount of 
construction required to restore, repair and preserve 
the Parker Mills Pond Dam.  
 
In August 2013 the Municipal Maintenance 
Department applied for a grant to repair and restore 
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the Parker Mills Pond Dam which was offered by 
the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs (EEA). The application sought financial 
assistance from the EEA to assist the Town in the 
design, permitting and construction for the 
rehabilitation of the Parker Mills Pond Dam. The 
rehabilitation of the dam is required to bring this 
high hazard potential dam currently in poor 
condition into compliance with current dam safety 
regulations.  We were notified in January the Town 
was awarded a million dollars ($1,000,000.00) in 
funding. $165,000.00 would be given as a grant and 
the remaining $835,000.00 would be obtained 
through a loan at a two (2) percent interest rate to 
repair the Parker Mills Pond Dam.  A Community 
Preservation article to accept the loan will be 
presented at the Fall Town Meeting in October of 
2014. The Department of Transportation (DOT) 
recommended closure of the dam, located on Elm 
Street, due to poor structural conditions.  
 
Besides the Parker Mills Pond Dam being regulated 
by the MADCR, the Tremont Mill Pond Dam is 
regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC). We have been preforming 
many of the requirements at this site such as 
fencing, vegetation control and inspection access to 
the Dam.  
 
A new complaint system has been implemented at 
the Municipal Maintenance Department. Whenever 
this department receives a complaint it is recorded 
into the system and work orders are printed out. 
There are several types of categories for the 
complaints and depending on the work load for the 
day, the complaints are handled accordingly. This 
complaint system allows us to review who has 
reported a complaint and what the majority of 
streets requiring work are. 
 
The employees working in the Municipal 
Maintenance Department are now wearing an ANSI 
Class 3 uniform which is highly reflective. This will 
improve visibility during inclement weather and 
road working conditions.  
 
The Municipal Maintenance Department continues 
with grading, sweeping, and catch basin cleaning 
with some of the more serious catch basins 

throughout the town being reconstructed and 
repaired.  
 
The department’s tree work is never ending. Cutting 
vegetation along the roadsides, trimming 
overhanging limbs and tree removal is constant.  
Instead of receiving brush five days a week, we are 
now limited to accepting it on the second Saturday 
of each month from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
 
The Municipal Maintenance Department is also 
responsible for mowing, raking and maintaining the 
lawns in three town cemeteries, which encompass 
approximately 30 acres of land. We conducted 52 
burials this fiscal year in both the Centre Cemetery 
and Agawam Cemetery.  
 
The town has now implemented the town-wide 
policy of “Trash in, Trash out”.   This department 
still picks up litter, debris and other forms of trash 
throughout the year.  Municipal Maintenance 
assisted with and supported over twenty-three (23) 
local festivals held throughout the summer season 
by prepping, mowing, setting up and cleaning the 
parks and grounds before and after the festivals.  
This year there was the Summer of Celebration 
(Wareham’s 275th birthday), the British Invasion 
occurring 200 years ago, the 100 year birthday of 
the Cape Cod Canal, Fourth of July fireworks, 
Blues Festival, Jazz Festival, Onset Cape Verde 
Festival and the Pan Mass Challenge, to name a 
few. We are also responsible for cleaning 10 inter-
coastal beaches, maintaining and repairing 10 
playgrounds, 6 basketball courts and 2 tennis courts, 
as well as maintaining town owned open space 
areas.  
 
Municipal Maintenance repairs over 65 registered 
vehicles and equipment, as well as, unregistered, 
lighter equipment such as lawn mowers and chain 
saws. In addition we also prep equipment for snow 
and ice operations all on a limited fiscal budget.   
 
Twelve buildings are maintained through this 
department and this year we also acquired the 
responsibility for the care and maintenance of the 
Everett School. 
 
This year the Old Town Hall was painted and has 
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now acquired a new look. The building had to be 
painted twice and unanticipated repairs were made 
due to insect infestation and rot which required 
additional funding. 
 
The Multi-Service Center has a new roof and rear 
air conditioning units. New paint and carpet was 
installed in the Board of Health’s office and the 
Wareham Free Library went out to bid for new 
window and door replacements.  
 
The Municipal Maintenance Department was called 
out forty-five times from December to March for 
snow and ice operations. I would like to extend an 
Garry Buckminster, and his staff for their constant 
support to this department during the snow and ice 
season.  Their assistance with plowing helped to 
make up for our shortfall in staffing.  After a town 
meeting vote, this department will continue to plow 
private roadways this year. 
 
My sincere appreciation is extended to all of my 
staff, the Town Administrator, department heads 
and committee members for their support, advice 
and assistance during the year. Thank you for 
allowing me the opportunity to serve in this 
capacity for the Town of Wareham. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
David Menard 
Director of Municipal Maintenance 
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REPORT OF WAREHAM RECYCLING 
FISCAL YEAR 2014 

 
 
Summary: The Recycling Program realized a good year in FY 2014 despite continued serious budget 
constraints.  The number of recycler visits  was  6600. There were several days of over 100 visitors and an 
annual high of 121 on July 5th, 2014.  Volunteers donated      1382 hours to the center and helped to make 
the operations of the program a success.  Open meetings of the Recycling Committee are held on the 3rd 
Thursday of each month in the Town Hall Cafeteria at 7:00 p.m.   Jennifer Gady continued on as chairman 
in 2014 
 
 Recycling tonnage for the Town is estimated at a minimum of 1000 tons, which includes the 
Volunteer Drop-off Center, ABC, and what the Coordinator has been able to find out from other 
involved units .i.e. Carver, Marion Wareham, Rochester consolidated transfer stations and others.  
Tracking this is still difficult to obtain exact figures.   The following report details the individual 
functions of the center and provides information on all aspects of the Recycling Program. 
 
Hours of Operation: The Recycling Center opens to the public Saturdays from 9am to 1pm and on 
Wednesdays from 1pm to 3pm.  No sticker required – recyclables only. 
 
Center Operating Budget:  The Town of Wareham decided (without much notice) to cut all funding for 
recycling in fiscal 14 and continuing into fiscal 15. We are very fortunate to have received some help from 
the trustees of the estate of Hilda Leeven of Newton Mass. This gift is much appreciated by those of us in 
the town who have been involved in the on-going effort of recycling. Without this $10000 gift, the center 
would now be closed and any recycling presence would be non-existent. However, we are running out of 
funds. We receive donations and fees from the center averaging approx. $3300 per year. The cost of 
recycling is approx. $8500-9000 per year. Using our average monthly cost ($755) and our current balances 
in all accounts ($8127) plus estimated income ( $275 monthly) we estimate running out of funds by year 
end 2015.we are hoping to find new sources of funding, but hope more that the town will realize their 
responsibility to recycling and provide the funding that they have for the last 15 or so years. At one time the 
town provided a salary for the coordinator as well as operating expenses. More recently funding was cut to 
$5000 per annum and then eliminated. 
      

Thank you to all our volunteers and other who have donated to our recycling center. 
 
Volunteers:  The volunteers remain committed to the Program.   The total number of individuals who 
volunteered during the period was 25; however several were one time volunteers Fifteen can be considered 
“permanent”. Our volunteers help recyclers with their recyclables and maintain the area by mowing and 
keeping the site clean and safe as requested by the Site Coordinator, John Dixon.  Volunteer work is much 
appreciated and created a value of $11747 to the Town at minimum town wages (useable figures for grants).  
We are especially grateful for the continued help and support from Evergreen house as well as some 
summer residents, 
 
Area Use: 
We recycled over 90 tons of recyclable materials. , such as paper, cardboard, tin, glass, packing peanuts, and 
plastic containers.  The center also accepted several hazardous waste items including mercury containing 
items, fluorescent bulbs, used medical needles, paint, automobile & re-chargeable batteries, and used tires.  
There is no other single location in Wareham or surrounding towns that accepts all of these items.  
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Our Book Shed is in full operation. We have hundreds of great donated books for swap or a small donation.  
We gladly accept any books on an ongoing basis.  
The center operates a small shed which houses our swap items.  We accept any working appliances, 
electronics as well as clean re-usable other items. 
        
Recycling Outreach Programs: 
The Recycling Committee has had continued support from Wareham High School. Honor Society and 
JROTC students work at promoting recycling wherever needed and volunteering at the drop off center.  At 
this time a member of the JROTC is a permanent member of the committee. On occasion students from 
Tabor Academy in Marion have also donated their time to help with yard work and painting, etc. 
 
The Wareham Recycling Program distributes a semi-annual newsletter called “The Recycle Bin”. This 
newsletter, which gives updates and recycling information, is available at the Town Hall, the Wareham Free 
Library, the Multi-service Center and the Drop-off center. 
 
Recycling Coordinator’s Comments:  
 
The Wareham Recycling committee has openings for two new members. The Coordinator and the 
committee have been working together very hard to upgrade the service to Residents and to improve our 
methods to be more efficient. We invite anyone interested in becoming a member or learning more about 
recycling to attend our monthly meetings. 
 
The Coordinator feels that it is important to re-emphasize the town’s requirement that all licensed trash 
haulers offer recycling services at no additional cost to all clients and that requests to them can be made by 
phone.  Currently recycling services are not offered to mobile home parks and apartment complexes.  At 
this time, there is no resolution to this problem. 
 
Media coverage, of the recycling effort has been excellent with articles appearing in all local papers and on 
cable.  The Coordinator's efforts have increased in an attempt to keep recycling in the forefront of the public 
eye and to gain more volunteers to assist with education programs as well as Recycling Center help.   The 
information is provided by answering phone calls, communication with media outlets, word of mouth -- but 
most importantly it is provided through the actions of our cheerful, supportive, and friendly volunteers 
helping all who come to visit. 
 
Submitted by Marilyn Russell, Wareham Recycling Coordinator for the Recycling Committee 
  
Jennifer Gady, Chairman                                                             
John Dixon, Treasurer and Center Coordinator      
Charlene Price, Secretary                                     
Wanda Savary, Citizen at large 
Corey Harunkiewicz,  Wareham High School JROTC 
Earl Russell, Technical Advisor 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Dear Wareham Community, 
 

Thank you for the supporting our students and schools during this past year. 
We are extremely fortunate as we have wonderful and motivated faculty, staff, parents and guardians who 
actively encourage and support our students in their academic endeavors. 
 
 I invite you to learn more about the exciting opportunities and educational experiences that are 
available to our students in the Wareham Public Schools.  Again, I thank you for your support and I look 
forward to another school year of providing our students with a quality and rigorous educational experience. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kimberly B. Shaver-Hood, Ed.D. 
 
Office of Student Services 
The mission of the Office of Student Services is to minimize the impact of disabilities and challenges and to 
maximize opportunities for all students to participate in schools.  Student Services include all aspects of 
student life that go beyond the provision of curriculum and instruction, including services in special 
education, English-learner education, protection of civil rights, community partnerships, preschool services, 
elementary and middle school guidance, nursing services, and education of homeless children. Providing a 
continuum of services for all children that assures optimal access to all elements of school community life is 
central to all of our programs and services. 
 
The 2013-2014 school year welcomed new leadership to the office and provided an opportunity to review 
current practices within the department in order to make important recommendations for improvement. In 
addition, the department participated in a self-assessment in Special Education and Civil Rights in 
preparation for our Coordinated Program Review next school year.  In part, these activities resulted in 
recommendations for the reconfiguration of special education services, programs and locations; as well as 
policy and procedure updates. 
 
John W. Decas School  
The 2013-2014 school year was a productive and engaging year for students, staff and families at the John 
W. Decas Elementary School.  Programs and initiatives to support student learning during as well as after 
school time continued to be a primary focus.  Staff was supported in their work with students through a 
variety of quality professional development offerings thereby promoting high levels of academic rigor and 
success. Additionally, there were numerous offerings that included parents, guardians, and the greater 
community in the life of our school knowing the power of the home-school and community-school 
connections.  As a result of everyone’s efforts, the students at the John W. Decas School realized very large 
growth gains in their learning as measured by the 2014 MCAS and the school was elevated to Level 2 under 
the MADESE Accountability structure.    
The following programs/initiatives were implemented: 

• ELL PROGRAM, GRADES K-4 
• WAZ PROGRAM, K-4 
• CARE PROGRAM, K-4 
• LEARNING CENTER FOR COGNITIVELY DELAYED STUDENTS, GRADES 2-4 
• THERAPEUTIC DAY SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES K-4 
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• INCLUSION MODEL CLASSROOMS 
• RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) 
• POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION SUPPORTS (PBIS) 
• WILSON  AND ORTON GILLINGHAM READING PROGRAMS 
• PROJECT READ 
• STUDENT PROGRESS MONITORING (DIBELS, GRADE, GMADE) 
• ONLINE TUTORING PROGRAMS FOR READING & MATHEMATICS 
• TECHNOLOGY TOOLS:  IPADS, CHROMEBOOKS, LAPTOPS, NOOKS 
• VISITING DENTISTS AND PHYSICIANS 

 
Decas School implemented the following programs/initiatives to increase engagement and expand our 
Parent/Guardian/Community outreach: 

• PTA GRANT AWARDS AND SCHOOL STORE 
• FIRE SAFETY PROGRAM WITH WFD 
• OPERATION LIFESAVER MBTA 
• NEXUS MARTIAL ARTS 
• HERITAGE MUSEUM AND GARDENS 
• A.D. MAKEPEACE 
• FOUNDATION FOR WAREHAM EDUCATION 
• REEBOK (BOKSKIDS) 
• STOP & SHOP A+ PROGRAM 
• GLEASON YMCA 
• TARGET  SCHOOL PROGRAM 
• WAREHAM ELKS LODGE DICTIONARY PROGRAM 
• AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY UNIT 220, CITIZENS OF THE YEAR 
• DAMIEN’S PANTRY (FOOD DRIVES) 
• DOWNTOWN SCARECROW CONTEST 
• PLYMOUTH COUNTY PUMPKIN GROWING CONTEST 
• NEW BEDFORD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA MUSIC IN THE MORNING 
• HOOPS FOR HEARTS FOR THE AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION 
• CHILDREN’S LEUKEMIA SOCIETY FUNDRAISER 

 
Minot Forest School 
There is a famous saying, “It takes a village to raise a child.” At Minot Forest, this includes the student, 
parents/guardians, staff members, and the community. We are grateful for the successful relationships 
parents/guardians and the community has shown as they have contributed to our school in providing 
enrichment for our students. 

 
At Minot Forest, we were very grateful for the support and help from our volunteers. By assisting the PTA, 
we were able to provide programs and activities for our students and families. Volunteers were integral 
members during Destination Imagination, the Blast into Books Reading incentive program and the Math 
Wonders incentive program, helping at books fairs and field days. During the fall, with Dr. Shaver-Hood’s 
contest to spruce up the schools, staff and families participated in a fall clean-up and we planted bulbs along 
the front entrance. Minot Forest was the lucky winner. It was exciting to see all the plants bloom in the 
spring.  The PTA also provided activities/events for families to enjoy together such as our annual 
International Night where families came and shared stories, music and food from their native culture and 
PTA hosted movie nights for families to enjoy watching a movie with popcorn at school. Staff and students 
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participated in Positive Behavior Interventionist Support (PBIS) where staff and students were recognized 
and rewarded for positive behavior or for modeling our themes of Respect, Responsibility, and Kindness.  

 
Businesses in our community provided enrichment programs for our students. These included the Fire 
Safety program by the Wareham Fire Department, Operation Lifesaver by the MBTA on railroad safety, 
Implementing a Leadership Academy by Nexus Martial Arts, a grant awarded to one of our teachers by 
Foundation for Wareham Education to support our Big Sha-Bang multiplication reward program, swimming 
lessons taught at the Gleason YMCA for our grade three students, and dictionaries distributed for our third 
grade students from the Wareham Elks Lodge American Legion Auxiliary Unit 220. Our students 
participated in the Downtown Scarecrow contest and the Cape Cod Canal Centennial Project.  Families 
participated in the Stop and Shop A+ Bonus Bucks program and the Target Red Card program which 
contributed funds for our school.  

 
We are always grateful for any support and assistance we can provide for our students and look forward to 
continuing and expanding these relationships.  
 

EAST WAREHAM PARTNERSHIP FOR STUDENT SUCCESS 
 

Wareham Cooperative JR / SR High School  
West Academy 
The Wareham Cooperative School offers three programs for students who seek alternatives to the traditional 
middle school / high school setting. The day program is a transition program for students whom, for 
whatever reason, have fallen behind their peers academically. The goal of the Cooperative School’s Day 
Program is to prepare students to rejoin their peers in their sending school. The PM1 Program is an 
afternoon program for students who need extra support with their PM2 classes or who are enrolled in an 
online class. The PM2 Program of the Wareham Cooperative School offers an accelerated program to earn a 
high school diploma, similar to area high school day programs. Students may meet the requirements for 
graduation and work at the same time. All full-time, school-aged students in grades 7 through 12 are eligible 
to attend our school. Wareham is a School Choice district, which means that students who live outside of 
Wareham, but wish to attend the Cooperative School, may attend free of charge. 
 
West Academy is a therapeutic public day school designed to provide educational and therapeutic support 
services to students requiring a day treatment program model that is supportive of students’ social emotional 
health and offers behavioral and educational modifications to meet the goals established in students’ 
Individual Education Programs. West Academy provides services to the students of Wareham as well as to 
students in the surrounding districts who meet criteria for a therapeutic day treatment program. The mission 
of West Academy is to help fulfill the needs, in district, of those students with special needs who require an 
additional level of therapeutic support to thrive in their educational pursuits and to meet success both 
socially and academically within the school and the greater community. 
 
Wareham Middle School 
The term ‘Striking Viking’ was a term often heard at Wareham Middle School last year. Students were 
encouraged to act like Striking Vikings, which included students being expected to behave in ways that 
were responsible, respectful, and cooperative. Throughout the year, students earned tickets for exemplary 
behaviors and those tickets permitted students to take part in grade level ‘Striking Viking’ rallies that 
occurred throughout the year. 
 
There was excitement in the building with the addition of grade 5. Students from the district’s two 
elementary schools, along with their teachers, became full-fledged middle schoolers! Not only did the 
addition of grade 5 add excitement to the building, but the staff that joined the middle school from 
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elementary schools soon became welcome members of the middle school family. The 5th graders brought 
youthfulness to the school that was both refreshing and infectious.  
 
Clubs and activities were in full swing throughout the school year.  There was an active Student Council, 
Junior Honor Society, Junior Engineering Club, Green Recycling team, Mahjong Club, Writer’s Club, 
Nature’s Classroom, and student intramurals. Numerous 8th graders competed in a full range of high school 
level sports. Of special note was a band concert and talent show near the end of the school year that 
showcased an abundance of middle school talent. 
 
On the academic front, plans took shape that will impact the middle school as we move ahead to the 2014-
2015 school year. Dual enrollment, that will permit 8th grade students to take high school level classes, was 
carefully planned so as to become a reality for a full cohort of students. Groundwork for a STEAM 
Academy was put in place, which will see a group of 7th grade students embarking on an exciting 
educational journey that will include an infusion of hands-on activities and exciting new ways to connect 
learning to technology. Finally, the school schedule for 2014-2015 will embrace a junior high model, 
allowing for greater flexibility and more variety in instruction. Excitement was a buzzword at Wareham 
Middle School in 2013-2014! 
 
Wareham High School 
The new roof project at Wareham High School began. The ballast (rocks) from the roof was removed in 
August and the skylights were removed in September. The new 75,600 square foot roof will be fully 
installed in late October.  
 
Wareham High School Junior ROTC was recently rated again this year with a top rating of Honor of 
Distinction. In fact with the scoring system and criteria they use we were number 4 in the state of the 12 
schools which have Army JROTC.  It’s a complicated scoring system, but it is based on student 
participation relative to the school population, the participation and success of its competitive teams against 
other schools (Drill Team, Color Guard, Physical Fitness Team, Academic Bowl Team, and Marksmanship 
Team), and fulfilling the many other requirements expected of JROTC units as directed by Cadet 
Command. 
 
All 42 dually enrolled 8th graders are doing really well at the high school after their first weeks of 
school.  They are excited to be attending classes with the upperclassmen and transitioning well to high 
school, both with the rigorous academic demands and responsibilities.  The WHS teachers who have these 
AAA students in their classes can't be happier with the performance of these students - they are motivated, 
engaged, and academically competitive.  While it is early in the year, this new program seems so be a big 
success. 
 
Students, who travel to BSU every morning to take classes on a college campus and finish their day with 
afternoon classes at the high school, are enjoying their new experiences.  They have reported liking their 
professors and appreciating their expertise in their disciplines; they also commented on the fact that every 
student in their classes is there because they are truly interested in their classes making it more engaging for 
them as well.  
 
Over 25 students will be traveling to Italy this coming April vacation.  They will be traveling to Venice, 
Rome, Pompeii, and Florence.  They will visit some amazing sites while they are there, like the Trevi 
Fountain, the Vatican, he ancient ruins of Rome, including the Colosseum, the archaeological site of 
Pompeii, the Duomo, and so many others.  The students' next planning meeting will include discussion of 
things to do in their free time - they are very much interested in an authentic gondola excursion while in 
Venice!    
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On Monday, September 29, 2014, all of the WHS AP students were recognized for accepting the challenge 
of a rigorous course of study in the 2014-15 school year.  These students, along with some who have 
graduated in June, were commended for their efforts regarding their AP coursework last year.  Any student 
who achieved a qualifying score of 3 or better was also recognized for this achievement.  Representative 
Susan Gifford and the President of the MA Math and Science Initiative were on hand to speak to the 
students’ accomplishments. 
 
Mr. Palladino and Mrs. Freitas were happy to announce and present the 2015 scholarship winners – 40 in 
all.  Each of these students qualifies for a 4 year tuition scholarship to any State school – community 
college, college or university. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
 
Professional Office Staff: 
John D. Foster, Treasurer/Collector 
Tracy Donovan-Lynch, Assistant Treasurer/Collector 
Melissa Bourne, DA III        Paula Ewan, DA III 
Joni Martini, DA III         Michelle Pozza, DA III - PT 
 
The total amount of Fiscal Year 2014 Tax Assessments collected as of June 30, 2014 was $40,716,849.62.  
Included in this total was $5,149,204.95 collected and turned over to the Wareham Fire District and 
$1,808,544.44 collected and turned over to the Onset Fire District. 
 
The total amount of Fiscal Year 2014 Personal Property tax collected as of June 30, 2014 was 
$1,605,362.28.  This total includes $206,378.64 collected and turned over to the Wareham Fire District and 
$62,725.71 collected and turned over to the Onset Fire District. 
 
The total amount of Tax Title, Interest, and Fees collected for the Town was $770,982.56, Wareham Fire 
District $103,157.04 and Onset Fire District $40,523.50. 
 
The Treasurer/Collector’s office is also responsible for collecting fees. The account titles and their 
respective fiscal year 2014 totals are indicated below.  
 
 Bourne Sewer Usage – Charges for Services  $   591,918.70 
 Rental Revenue          111,134.51 
 Manufactured Home Fees – In lieu of RE Tax      160,716.00 
 Municipal Lien Certificate Fees          43,037.00 
 Shellfish Grant Revenue             1,590.75 
 SEMASS – Charges for Services        118,798.20 
 Septage Disposal – Charges for Services       515,410.00 

Sewer Betterment Unapportioned Principal       358,812.71 
 Sewer Betterment Unapportioned Interest           7,348.50 
 Chapter 61A – Rollback Taxes          28,451.94 

Sewer Lien Certificate Fees                300.00 
 Sewer Usage - 2013       4,654,828.04 

Title 5 Release Certificates                    8.00 
Title 5 Unapportioned Principal            1,528.10 
Title 5 Unapportioned Interest                 32.45 

 Water Lien Certificate Fees                128.00 
 WFD – Water Betterment Unapportioned Principal        66,679.93 
 WFD – Water Betterment Unapportioned Interest          3,345.23    
        $6,664,068.06 
 
In addition to collections, the Treasurer/Collector’s office also serves as the Town of Wareham’s cash 
manager.  In this role the office maintains custody of all municipal funds and possesses responsibility for 
the deposit, investment and disbursement of these monies.  As of June 30, 2014 all town funds were fully 
collateralized or insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
 
Submitted with this report are the town’s calendar year payroll, June 30, 2014 quarterly cash report, 
statement of indebtedness and long term debt payment schedule. 
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REPORT OF THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITY 

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of the Town of Wareham: 

The year of 2014 was an eventful one and we continue to make progress towards our goal of responsible 
management.   

We want to thank the Sewer Commissioners for their help and guidance.  Also, a thank you is extended to 
all the sewer users for their encouragement, assistance and corrective suggestions.   

We have taken on many challenges for 2014/2015 and as we continue to face these new challenges together 
in the future, a special thank you to the staff at the Water Pollution Control Facility for all their efforts. 

To the residents and taxpayers, please continue to reach out with your questions, comments and concerns.  
They are appreciated.  Although we may not agree on all things; we strive to always see eye to eye within 
reason.  As the gatekeepers of your money, we set goals with and for financial stability, careful budgeting 
and capital improvements funds for sustainability at the forefront of our financial decisions.  

At times personalities may distract from sound business decisions that are in the Town’s best interest.  
Finally, I thank the Town Administrator for his help, guidance, patience and efforts as we gain a better 
understanding between the enterprise fund and the general fun and how to apply sound business practices 
with the enterprise account funding.   

Respectfully submitted,  

Guy Campinha, Director    
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IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS (cont’d from back cover) 
 

YMCA .................................................................   .................................................................................................. 295-9622 
Recycling ........................................................... Recycling Center ...................................................................... 291-6520 
Schools ............................................................... Superintendent’s Office ............................................................ 291-3500 
 East Wareham Elementary ....................................................... 291-3586 
 Ethel Hammond Elementary .................................................... 291-3565 
 Everett Educational Center ...................................................... 291-3540 
 John W. Decas Elementary ...................................................... 291-3530 
 Minot Forest Elementary ......................................................... 291-3555 
 Upper Cape Cod Regional Technical School .......................... 759-7711 
 Wareham High ......................................................................... 291-3510 
 Wareham Middle ...................................................................... 291-3550 
 West Wareham Elementary ...................................................... 291-3534 
 Adult Education at Wareham High School .............................. 291-3510 
Trash (private pick-up by contractors only): ..... Refer to Yellow Pages 
Sewer connections or tie-in ............................... Town Administrator ........................................................ 291-3100 x3110 
Tax Collections .................................................. Treasurer/Collector’s Office........................................... 291-3100 x3150 
Town Administrator ........................................... Town Hall ....................................................................... 291-3100 x3110 
Veterans’ Services ............................................. Veterans Office ............................................................... 291-3100 x3135 
Wareham Career Center .................................... Multi-Service Center ................................................................. 291-7062 
Community TV ................................................... WCTV ........................................................................................ 273-2340 
Water (town districts) ........................................ Wareham/Onset Water Departments ........................ 295-0450/295-0603 
Waterways ......................................................... Harbormaster’s Office .................................................... 291-3100 x3186 
Wiring Inspections ............................................. Building Department ...................................................... 291-3100 x3190 
Work Permits (Student) ...................................... School Department ................................................................... 291-3500 
Zoning Enforcement ........................................... Zoning Enforcement Officer ........................................... 291-3100 x3190 
Zoning ................................................................ Board of Appeals ...................................................................... 295-9344 
 

For more Town information, be sure to visit the website www.wareham.ma.us 



FOR EMERGENCIES - CALL 911 to save a life, report a fire, or stop a crime. 
 

Animals .............................................................. Animal Control Officer ................................................... 295-1473x 2250 
Assessments ....................................................... Board of Assessors .......................................................... 291-3100 x3160 
Bills and Accounts ............................................. Town Accountant ............................................................ 291-3100 x3127 
Births, Deaths & Marriages .............................. Town Clerk ..................................................................... 291-3100 x3140 
Buildings, Fences, Zoning ................................. Building Department ...................................................... 291-3100 x3190 
Business Certificates .......................................... Town Clerk’s Office ........................................................ 291-3100 x3140 
Cemeteries ......................................................... Municipal Maintenance Department ........................................ 295-5300 
Certificates: Marriage, Death, Births ................ Town Clerk’s Office ........................................................ 291-3100 x3140 
Community Development ................................... Community Development Department ........................... 291-3100 x 3173 
Conservation ...................................................... Conservation Office ....................................................... 291-3100 x 6505 
Court House ....................................................... Wareham 4th District Courthouse ............................................. 295-8300 
Disabled ............................................................. Commission on Disability ............................................... 291-3100 x6513 
Elderly Affairs .................................................... Council on Aging ...................................................................... 291-3130 
Elections, Voting & Registration ....................... Town Clerk ..................................................................... 291-3100 x3140 
Electrical/Wiring ............................................... Building Department ...................................................... 291-3100 x3190 
Emergency Medical Services ............................. Emergency Medical Services Director ..................................... 295-6725 
Fire (Business & Permits) ................................. Wareham Fire Department ....................................................... 295-2973 
 Onset Fire Department ............................................................ 295-2122 
Dump ................................................................. CMW – Rochester Convenience Facility .................................. 295-0222 
Fuel Assistance .................................................. South Shore Community Action Council ........................... 508-746-6707 
Hazardous Materials ......................................... Board of Health .............................................................. 291-3100 x3197 
Health & Sanitation ........................................... Board of Health .............................................................. 291-3100 x3197 
Housing (public) ................................................ Housing Authority ..................................................................... 295-8031 
Library ............................................................... Wareham Free Library ............................................................. 295-2343 
Library ............................................................... Spinney Library .............................................................. 295-2343 x1030 
Licenses/Permits:  Dog, Fishing, Hunting ......... Town Clerk ..................................................................... 291-3100 x3140 
Licenses/Permits: Liquor; Restaurants; Auto Dealer; Auctioneer; Taxi/Livery/Transporter;  
Earth Removal;Flammables; Use of Town Roads; Junk Dealer; Com. Docking:  Selectmen ................... 291-3100 x3102 
Stickers:  Beach, Dump ...................................... Harbormaster’s Office .................................................... 291-3100 x3186 
Food Service Permits ......................................... Board of Health .............................................................. 291-3100 x3197 
Moorings ............................................................ Harbormaster’s Office .................................................... 291-3100 x3186 
Outdoor Burning ................................................ Wareham/Onset Fire Department ............................ 295-2973/295-2122 
Plumbing ............................................................ Building Department ...................................................... 291-3100 x3190 
Septic Systems .................................................... Board of Health .............................................................. 291-3100 x3197 
Sewer (town) problems ...................................... WPCF ....................................................................................... 295-6144 
Shellfish permits ................................................ Harbormaster’s Office .................................................... 291-3100 x3186 
Smoke Detector Inspections ............................... Wareham/Onset Fire Department ............................ 295-2973/295-2122 
Personnel ........................................................... Town Administrator’s Office .......................................... 291-3100 x3110 
Planning Board .................................................. Planning Department ..................................................... 291-3100 x 6501 
Police Business .................................................. Police Department .................................................................... 295-1473 
Public Assistance (Welfare/TAFDC) ................. Council on Aging ...................................................................... 291-3130 
Purchasing ......................................................... Town Administrator’s Office ……………………………. 291-3100 x3126 

(Continued on inside back cover) 
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